God  save 
the  queers 

Lesbians  mount  dramatic  protest  as 
British  Lords  overwhelmingly  approve 
homophobic  Clause  28 


By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

LONDON  —  In  a  stunning  move  that 
reportedly  shocked  the  britches  off  British 
parliamentarians,  three  young  lesbians 
swooped  down  on  ropes  into  government 
chambers  on  Feb.  2  to  protest  the  passage  of 
anti-gay  legislation.  The  “commando- 
style”  activists  were  joined  in  raucous  out¬ 
cry  by  at  least  50  lesbian  and  gay  supporters 
who  jammed  viewing  galleries  in  the  House 
of  Lords  to  denounce  Clause  28  of  the  Local 
Government  Bill. 

The  measure,  which  bans  all  government 
funding  of  programs  “promoting  homosex¬ 
uality,”  passed  the  Lords  that  day  by  a 
202-122  vote.  A  similar  clause  had  already 
passed  in  the  House  of  Commons.  The  law 
is  expected  to  take  effect  in  June,  though 
minor  changes  could  be  drafted  into  the 
clause  before  then.  As  it  stands,  the  vague 
bill  also  forbids  teaching  the  “acceptance  of 
homosexuality  as  a  pretended  family  rela¬ 
tionship.” 

The  protest  ensued  immediately  following 
the  majority  vote  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
when  demonstrators  shouted,  “We  are  gay! 
We  are  angry!”  Simultaneously,  three  les¬ 
bians  pulled  out  ropes  hidden  in  their 

“It  was  a  pure  Tarzan  act ... 
It  was  the  most  extraordinary 
scene.  It  beat  anything  that 
ever  happened  in  the 
Commons.  One  chap  almost 
lost  his  trousers  in  the 
melee.  ” 

jackets  and  attached  them  to  balcony  rails. 
One  woman  quickly  shimmied  down  into  a 
“Distinguished  Strangers  Gallery”  where 
she  was  tackled  and  detained  by  Sir  John 
Gingell;  the  Black  Rod  —  chief  security  of¬ 
ficer.  The  other  two  women  swung  from 
ropes  until  doorkeepers  dragged  them  up. 

Several  more  protesters  were  forcibly 
removed  and  held,  along  with  the  three  rope 
artists,  by  security  officers  until  the  close  of 
the  business  day  in  the  House  of  Lords. 
There  is  no  indication  that  further  charges 
will  be  pressed  against  the  women,  whose 
names  were  not  released  to  the  press. 

According  to  the  London  Times ,  govern¬ 
ment  proceedings  were  temporarily 
suspended  during  the  protest.  Dame  Elaine 
Kellet-Bowman,  Conservative  MP  (Member 
of  Parliament),  told  reporters,  “It  was  a 
pure  Tarzan  act.  Some  of  them  were  hang¬ 
ing  halfway  between  the  gallery  and  the 
floor.  Some  were  trying  to  pull  them  up 
again,  and  others  were  trying  to  pull  them 
down.  It  was  the  most  extraordinary  scene. 
It  beat  anything  that  ever  happened  in  the 


Commons.  One  chap  almost  lost  his 
trousers  in  the  melee.” 

Others  on  the  scene  were  apparently 
equally  startled  by  the  protest.  One  security 
officer  described  demonstrators  as,  “Five 
women  —  at  least  we  think  they  were  all 
women....”  A  former  Labour  minister.  Lord 
Mason,  told  the  Times  that  “the  antics  of 
the  protesters  backed  up  his  argument  that 
there  were  some  very  odd  people  among  the 
homosexual  community.”  For  the  pro¬ 
testers,  some  of  whom  said  they  belonged  to 
the  Stop  Clause  28  Campaign,  the  action 
was  another  in.  a  series  of  large,  vocal 
demonstrations  in  response  to  backlash 
against  lesbians  and  gay  men  in  England. 

“There  has  been  an  absolutely  massive 
campaign  against  Clause  28,”  said  Jan 
Parker,  lesbian/gay  officer  for  the  Associa¬ 
tion  of  London  Authorities  (ALA).  “It’s 
discouraging  that  we’re  not  going  to  win  in 
terms  of  the  law  of  the  land,  but  we  have 
succeeded  in  mobilizing  the  biggest  gay 
rights  movement  ever  in  Britain.  A  hell  of  a 
lot  more  people  have  become  engaged  in  the 
struggle  due  to  Clause  28.” 

Protests  prior  to  the  Feb.  2  vote  drew  up 
to  20,000  participants  to  city  streets.  As 
another  example  of  organized  outcry 
against  homophobia,  Parker  cited  a  speak- 
out  by  actors  at  London’s  Playhouse 
Theatre.  The  action  was  spearheaded  by 
popular  Shakespearean  actor  Ian  McKellan, 
who  came  out  as  a  gay  man  in  the  course  of 
fighting  Clause  28. 

The  rope-swinging  direct  action  in  Lords’ 
chambers  garnered  international  attention, 
though  Parker  explained  that  the  struggle  to 
combat  the  repressive  legislation  has  been 
waged  intensely  for  several  months.  She  said 
the  ALA,  along  with  the  Stop  Clause  28 
Campaign,  is  fighting  Clause  28  and  other 
moves  by  the  central  government  that 
Parker  believes  are  intended  to  weaken  the 
power  of  local  authorities  (governments). 

“Clause  28  is  happening  in  the  context  of 
a  massive  government  assault  on  public  ser¬ 
vices,”  Parker  said.  “They  are  distracting 
attention  away  from  the  issue  of  providing 
housing  and  jobs  by  attacking  gay  rights  — 
an  area  where  people  are  already  prejudic¬ 
ed. 

“With  Clause  28,  we’ll  be  at  the  mercy  of 
judges.  If  you  get  an  extremely  homophobic 
judge,  then  wham,  he  can  interpret  the  law 
any  way  he  wants.” 

Parker  said  that  anti-Clause  28  activists 
have  focused  their  opposition  on  the  House 
of  Lords,  which  she  calls  an  archaic  institu¬ 
tion.  “I  suppose  you  know,”  Parker  said, 
“that  the  Lords  are  extremely  undemo¬ 
cratic,  totally  unfair.  It’s  been  a  bizarre  ex¬ 
ercise  dealing  with  Lady-this,  Sir-this, 
Continuer)  on  page  12 


Marines  trying  to  weed 
out  dykes 


Charges  against  two  women  at  a  South  Carolina  training 
base  are  seen  as  part  of  reaction  to  recent  pro-gay  court 
decision 

By  Chris  Bull 

PARRIS  ISLAND,  SC  —  The  U.S. 

Marine  Corps  charged  two  female  Marines 
Feb.  24  with  committing  “indecent  sex  acts 
with  other  women”  at  a  training  camp  for 
women  recruits.  At  least  eight  other  women 
are  under  investigation  in  what  military 
rights  advocates  are  calling  the  military’s 
.latest  anti-gay  witchhunt.  A  court- 
martial  hearing  for  Sgt.  Mary  Kite  and 
Capt.  Judy  A.  Gretch,  who  deny  the 
charges,  is  scheduled  for  next  week. 

Several  women  recruits  told  a  South 
Carolina  newspaper,  the  Columbus  Star, 
that  male  officers  resent  women  in  the 
military.  “I  think  the  big  picture  is  that  our 
femininity  is  in  question  here  because  we’re 
doing  the  job  we  were  brought  down  here  to 
do,”  one  of  the  women  said.  “They  don’t 
like  the  way  some  of  us  look.”  Repeated  ef¬ 
forts  by  GCN  to  reach  the  women  and  their 
military  lawyers  were  unsuccessful. 

Several  military  observers  accused  the 
Pentagon  of  instigating  an  anti-gay 
crackdown  across  the  country  in  response  to 
an  appeals  court  decision  in  California 
which  for  the  first  time  denied  the  Army’s 
claim  that  homosexuality  is  incompatible 
with  military  service.  In  that  case  the  court , 
ruled  that  Sgt.  Perry  Watkins  was  un¬ 
constitutionally  denied  security  clearance 
because  of  his  self-stated  homosexuality. 

Jim  Klinasky,  of  the  National  Lawyers 
Guild,  said  the  upper-echelons  of  the 
military  have  been  in  an  uproar  about  the 
pro-gay  Watkins  decision.  He  predicted  the 
military  would  “go  after  gays”  in  the  next 
several  months  in  order  to  show  that  there  is 
a  “serious  moral  problem”  in  the  wake  of 
the  Watkins  decision.  Evidence  of  such  a 
problem  will  be  used  by  the  military  in  its  ap¬ 
peal  to  the  Supreme  Court  to  overturn 
Watkins. 

Parris  Island,  where  recruits  spend  11 
weeks  in  an  introductory  program,  is  the  on¬ 


ly  all-female  training  camp  in  the  county.  Of 
200,000  Marines  in  this  country,  only  about 
10,000  are  women.  Last  year,  68  Marines 
were  discharged  for  being  gay.  Eighty-eight 
were  discharged  in  1986, 105  in  1985  and  1 16 
in  1984. 

A  1986  report  by  the  Defense  Advisory 
Committee  On  Women  in  the  Service 
(DACOWITS)  —  an  independent  group 
which  advises  the  Department  of  Defense  on 
military  issues  —  cited  homosexuality  as  one 
of  the  three  worst  “problems”  facing 
women  in  the  military.  The  report,  based  on 
a  DACOWITS  subcommittee  tour  of 
military  installations  in  Europe  and  the 
Pacific  Islands,  also  cited  sexual  harassment 
of  women  by  men  and  a  federal  law  ex¬ 
cluding  women  from  combat  duty  as  serious 
problems  for  women  in  the  military. 

DACOWITS  chairperson  Jaqueline 
Davis  has  proposed  coed  dorms  to  combat 
lesbianism  in  the  military.  Segregated  living 
conditions,  she  said,  aggravate  the  “second 
team”  mentality  of  women  in  the  military 
and  drive  them  to  lesbianism.  The 
DACOWITZ  report  states:  “The  living 
situation  contributes  to  conditions  in  which 
extremist  behavior  [lesbianism]  is  fostered 
and  in  some  cases,  supported  by  the  chain  of 
command  particularly  among  non¬ 
commissioned  officers  who  are  supposed  to 
be  supervising  their  barracks.  One  barrack 
at  camp  Butler  is  widely  referred  to  as  ‘lezzie 
land.’”  Although  DACOWITS  freely 
criticized  the  military  for  treating  women  as 
second  class  citizens,  it  endorsed  the  military 
crackdown  on  lesbianism. 

Pentagon  spokesperson  Major  David 
Super  told  GCN  that  homosexuality  is  “in¬ 
compatible  with  military  service,”  although 
the  military  has  “nothing  against” 
homosexuality  in  civilian  life.  Asked  about 
the  DACOWITS  statement  that  lesbianism 
Continued  on  page  12 
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Quote  of  the  week 

“There  are  those  who  will  object  to  this 
conference  because  it  is  not  perfectly 
representational,  because  it  does  not  fully 
represent  their  constituency,  or  because  it 
does  not  include  them  personally.  There  are 
others,  even  among  those  invited,  who  will 
fault  it  or  object  to  it  because  the  selection 
was  arbitrary  in  its  randomness  or  arbitrary 
in  including  only  those  whom  we  knew.  All 
this  is  valid.  But  the  choice  today  —  the 
choice  in  midst  of  the  war  which  is  being  in¬ 
flicted  upon  us  —  is  a  choice  between  being 
arbitrary  and  imperfect  but  doing 
something,  or  doing  nothing  because  it  can¬ 
not  be  perfect.  We  choose  to  do  something, 
because  the  something  which  we  can  do  we 
believe  can  be  something  worth  doing.” 

—  from  an  introductory  “Call  to 
Conference... A  Call  to  Action”  statement 
for  the  invitation-only  “ War  Conference” 
being  held  in  Washington,  D.C.,  Feb.  26-28. 
Critics  of  the  conference  organizing  have 
said  outreach  for  the  meeting  of  “200  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  American  leaders”  has  failed 
to  include  substantial  numbers  of  lesbians, 
people  of  color,  people  who  live  between  the 
two  coasts  or  people  who  could  be  con¬ 
sidered  politically  radical. 

Women-only  parties 
at  Davidson  College 

DAVIDSON,  NC  —  The  Chronicle  of 
Higher  Education  reports  that  female 
students  at  Davidson  College  stage  women- 
only  parties,  called  “Ladies’  Lock-Ins”  to 
express  solidarity  and  have  fun.  The  college, 
which  was  all-male  until  1972,  now  has 
several  all-women  eating  houses.  The 
houses,  which  were  created  instead  of 
sororities  to  avoid  “factionalism,”  hosts 
three  of  the  “lock-ins”  during  the  year.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  Virginia  Broaddus,  president  of 
one  of  the  college’s  all-women  eating 
houses,  “we  really  have  a  good  time,  danc¬ 
ing  and  singing  with  the  band  and  getting  to 
know  each  other.  We  just  want  to  have  a 
good  time  without  any  guys  around.” 

□  Nancy  De  Luca 

Other  campus  news 

NEW  BRUNSWICK,  NJ  —  The  Rutgers 
University  Gay /Lesbian  Alliance  (RUGLA) 
recently  secured  administrative  support  for 
a  series  of  measures  intended  to  combat 
homophobia  on  the  school’s  three  cam¬ 
puses,  according  to  the  Central  New  Jersey 
Home  News. 

Rutgers  president  Edward  J.  Bloustein 
adopted  the  measures  after  the  RUGLA 
submitted  a  five-page  letter  citing  a  history 
of  harassment  on  campus  which  demanded 
that  gay  issues  be  included  in  a  new  universi¬ 
ty  campaign  against  discrimination. 

The  actions  proposed  by  the  university  in¬ 
clude  the  establishment  of  a  Select  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Sexual  Orientation,  which  will  super¬ 
vise  the  implementation  of  the  anti- 
discrimination  policies,  and  the  expansion 
of  a  gay  awareness  training  program  for 
university  staff. 

RUGLA  members  are  still  seeking  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  a  full-time  gay  or  lesbian  staff 
member  to  serve  as  a  liaison  between  the  gay 
community  and  the  university. 

□  Mandy  Smith 

Contact  tracing  in 
Philly 

PHILADELPHIA  —  The  Department  of 
Public  Health  (DPH)  plans  to  begin  volun¬ 
tary,  confidential  contact  tracing  of  part¬ 
ners  of  people  who  test  positive  for  HIV  at 
its  two  test  sites. 

The  announcement  of  the  plans  followed 
debate  over  a  resolution  before  the  City 
Council  calling  on  the  Health  Commissioner 
to  create  such  a  program.  Although  the 
resolution  was  defeated  by  the  Council,  the 
Commissioner  decide  to  implement  the  pro¬ 
gram  because,  according  to  his  executive 
secretary  David  Fair,  he  expects  the  Centers 
for  Disease  Control  to  require  a  contact 
tracing  program  in  order  to  qualify  for  next 
year’s  funding.  The  city  currently  seeks  $1.4 
million  in  AIDS  funding. 

Fair  admits  that  the  contact  tracing  may 
not  be  “the  best  use”  of  the  DPH’s  “limited 
staff,"  but  said  he  believes  there  are  both 


“benefits  and  drawbacks”  to  the  program. 
He  is  uncomfortable  about  the  DPH  acquir¬ 
ing  “a  list  of  people  who  have  a  higher 
potential  risk  of  HIV  infection.”  He  also 
warns  that  “we  may  be  setting  up  a  two  tier 
system  —  the  private  agencies  will  not 
necessarily  be  pressed  to  identify  partners. 
Those  who  are  most  likely  to  come  to  DPH 
are  the  poor,  those  who  have  less  access  to 
services.” 

If  the  program  is  initiated  as  expected 
next  spring,  people  who  test  positive  for 
HIV  will  be  asked  to  volunteer  the  names  of 
their  sexual  and  IV  drug  sharing  partners 
during  the  last  year.  The  person  can  choose 
to  inform  the  partners  themselves,  or  the 
DPH  will  do  so.  The  DPH  is  supposed  to 
destroy  the  names  of  the  partners  after  con¬ 
tact  is  made  to  preserve  confidentiality. 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

S.F.  to  ban 
Olympics? 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Openly-gay  Super¬ 
visor  Harry  Britt  has  filed  a  resolution  to 
ban  the  1996  Olympics  here,  at  least  until 
“the  International  and  United  States  Olym¬ 
pic  Committees  allow  the  use  of  the  name 
Olympics  by  the  Gay  Games,”  according  to 
the  Bay  Area  Reporter.  Mayor  Art  Agnos, 
as  well  as  six  other  Supervisors,  have  endors¬ 
ed  the  resolution. 

At  a  Feb.  4  hearing,  a  strong  argument 
against  San  Francisco’s  hosting  the  games 
was  presented  by  attorney  Mary  Dunlap, 
who  offered  a  long  list  of  organizations 
which  use  the  word  ‘  ‘Olympic’  ’  in  their  name 
without  “bar,  censure  or  sanction.” 
Among  these  are  the  Nude  Olympics  of  Pur¬ 
due,  the  International  Police  Olympics,  the 
Rat  Olympics,  the  Olympics  of  the  Mind, 
and  “the  ever  famous  and  infamous  Olym¬ 
pic  Club.” 

□  Jose  A.  Padilla 

Help  wanted:  wild, 
wild  women 

DES  MOINES,  IA  —  Strap  on  your 
chaps,  cowgals,  and  practice  your  roping 
techniques.  A  show  group  called  Wild 
Women  of  the  West  seeks  new  recruits  to 
ride  in  parades  while  cracking  bullwhips, 
smoking  cigars  and  portraying  some  of  the 
most  notorious  outlaw  women  in  U.S. 
history. 

Associated  Press  reports  that  Judy  Gard¬ 
ner,  a  nurse  and  amateur  horsewoman,  is 
organizing  the  group  based  on  a  similar  out¬ 
fit  she  once  belonged  to  in  Arizona.  Gardner 
plays  Calamity  Jane,  a  nurse  who  aided  peo¬ 
ple  with  smallpox  in  Dead  wood,  South 
Dakota,  at  the  turn  of  the  century.  The 
group  still  needs  women  to  play  Elaina  the 
Butcher,  convicted  in  the  19th  century  for 
cutting  out  a  man’s  heart;  Poker  Face  Alice, 
reportedly  the  only  woman  to  play  poker 
with  Wild  Bill  Hickok;  Lucy  Hanks, 
bullwhip  artist;  and  Belle  Starr,  outlaw. 

Applicants  must  know  how  to  ride  horses, 
provide  their  own  costumes  and  agree  to  be 
rough,  tough  and  loud  at  public  events. 

“We’re  not  out  to  win  beauty  contests,” 
Gardner  told  AP.  “The  scuzzier  we  look, 
the  better.” 

Gardner  said  she  was  once  in  a  parade  and 
spotted  a  man  in  a  crisp  white  shirt  with  a 
badge.  “He  looked  kind  of  bored,  so  I 
roped  him,”  she  said.  “The  audience  just 
cracked  up.  I  didn’t  think  it  was  all  that  fun¬ 
ny  until  afterward  people  came  up  and  said, 
‘Do  you  realize  you  just  roped  the  chief  of 
police?’  I’m  just  glad  he’s  got  a  sense  of 
humor.” 

□  Elizabeth  Pincus 

Early  NY  AIDS 
cases  reported 

NEW  YORK  —  Researchers  have  iden¬ 
tified  what  they  believe  may  be  four  of  the 
earliest  and  longest -living  AIDS  cases  in 
New  York.  According  to  the  New  York 
Times,  all  four  were  gay  men  who  had  the 
form  of  Kaposi’s  sarcoma  characteristic  of 
AIDS.  Two  were  diagnosed  in  1977  and 
two  in  1978. 

Other  studies  have  found  Kaposi’s  sar¬ 
coma  does  not  usually  develop  until  at  least 
three  years  after  infection,  indicating  that 
AIDS  was  probably  present  in  New  York  as 
early  as  1974. 


Two  of  the  men  were  known  to  be  alive  in 
1987,  making  them  among  the  longest-lived 
people  with  AIDS.  The  other  two  died  in 
1983  and  1986.  The  average  survival  after 
diagnosis  with  Kaposi’s  sarcoma  is  now  19 
months. 

Researchers  have  asked  the  ethics  board 
of  the  state  health  department  for  permis¬ 
sion  to  try  to  reach  the  two  men  who  may 
still  be  alive,  something  that  is  not  normally 
allowed  under  the  rules  of  confidentiality. 
They  say  they  hope  to  identify  biological 
factors  that  may  have  helped  the  men  fight 
the  disease  for  so  long. 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 

Women  and  AIDS 
conference  set  for 
Boston 

BOSTON  —  A  conference  on  women  and 
AIDS  will  be  held  Sat.  April  9  at  Suffolk 
University.  Sponsored  by  Boston’s  Fenway 
Community  Health  Center,  the  day’s  pro¬ 
grams  will  address  the  growing  problem  of 
AIDS,  ARC  and  HIV  infection  among 
women.  Supported  by  the  Massachusetts 
Department  of  Public  Health  and  the 
Boston  Women’s  Fund,  the  conference,  en¬ 
titled  “Our  Communities  Respond,”  will 
bring  together  women  from  diverse 
backgrounds  to  share  information  and  ex¬ 
periences  and  to  provide  participants  with 
resources  to  take  back  into  their  com¬ 
munities.  Concerns  of  women  in  the  Black, 
Latina  and  other  minority  communities  will 
be  central  to  conference  activities. 

Keynote  speaker  for  the  conference  will 
be  Constance  Wofsey,  co-director  of  the 
AIDS  Activities  Division  at  San  Francisco 
General  Hospital  and  principal  investigator 
of  San  Francisco’s  Project  A.W.A.R.E. 
(Associated  Women’s  AIDS  Research  and 
Education).  Veneita  Porter,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  Rhode  Island  Project  AIDS,  will  offer 
closing  remarks. 

The  conference  will  include  workshops  on 
counseling  and  psychotherapy  with  women 
concerned  about  AIDS;  medical  assessment 
and  care;  children  and  AIDS;  grassroots 
education;  strategies  for  reaching  homeless 
women,  IV  drug  users  and  prostitutes;  and 
AIDS  and  women’s  sexuality. 

Also  slated  is  a  panel  of  women  discussing 
their  personal  experiences  relating  to  AIDS. 
Roundtable  discussions  will  follow  on  topics 
including  reproductive  rights,  lesbians  and 
AIDS,  cross-cultural  AIDS  education,  and 
adolescent  education  and  prevention 
strategies.  All  workshop  sessions  and 
roundtables  will  be  facilitated  by  a  team  of 
women  representing  different  areas  of  ex¬ 
pertise  and  racial  and  cultural  perspectives. 

“Our  Communities  Respond”  will  run 
from  8:30  to  5:30  on  April  9  at  Suffolk 
University,  55  Temple  Street,  Boston.  The 
conference  is  open  to  anyone  interested  in 
learning  more  about  the  impact  of  AIDS  on 
women.  For  more  information,  or  to  find 
out  about  volunteering  to  work  on  the  con¬ 
ference,  contact  Vicky  Nunez  or  Jennifer 
Walters  at  the  Fenway  Community  Health 
Center,  267-1538  or  267-3422. 

□  Elizabeth  Pincus 

Dykes  to  be 
spotlighted  at 
Women  and  the 
Law  Conference 

AUSTIN,  TX  —  A  large  portion  of  the 
19th  National  Conference  on  Women  and 
the  Law  will  be  devoted  to  lesbian  issues  and 
activities.  According  to  the  TOHR 
Reporter,  the  conference  will  include  a  les¬ 
bian  reception,  a  Lesbian  Caucus  meeting, 
and  a  wide  variety  of  workshops  ranging 
from  “A  Mini-Conference  on  Lesbian  Sex¬ 
uality”  to  “Lesbian  Community  Coalition 
Building”  to  “Battering  in  Lesbian  Rela¬ 
tionships.” 

The  conference  will  be  held  March 
10-13  at  the  University  of  Texas  Law 
School  in  Austin. 

For  ' more  information,  contact  Linda 
Lacey,  Co-Advisor,  Women’s  Law  Caucus, 
University  of  Tulsa  College  of  Law,  3120  E 
4th  PI.,  Tulsa,  OK  74104,  (918)  592-6000 
ext.  2451  or  (918)  747-2854. 

□  Lori  Kenschaft 


South  Bay 


587  Tremont  Street  South  End 
Four  Blocks  From  Copley  Place 
Louis.  J.  Guida,  DVM 
BOSTON'S  FULL  SERVICE 
VETERINARY  HOSPITAL 

266-6619 

Office  Hours  &  House  Calls 
Mon. -Sat.  by  appointment 

EMERGENCY  SERVICE 
AVAILABLE 


No.  Mass  &  So.  NH 
Gay  Counseling 
Services 

Gerry  Matison,  L.I.C.S.W 
Andover  Psychotherapy 
10  High  Street 
Andover,  MA  01810 
617-474-6950 


Veterinary 

Group 


r 


You’ve  Kept  This 
Secret  For  Years 

To  this  day,  you  wonder  if  it 
was  your  fault.  You’re  still 
mistrustful  of  people. 

You  feel  different,  less  than 
others.  And  so  ashamed. 

It’s  time  to  call  for  help. 


South  End 
Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 


OREX- 


TRAVEL 

VALUES 

Hawaii . 784 

Puerto  La  Cruz . 499 

Bonaire  . 449 

Antigua . 549 

Puerto  Vallarta  . 539 

Puerto  Rico . 549 

Ixtapa . 499 

Rio  De  Janeiro . 499 

Margarita  Island . 529 

Puerto  Plata . 589 

Mazatlan . 499 

FOREX 

TRAVEL 

76  ARLINGTON  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 

482-2900 

Serving  the  Community 
Since  1975 
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COOL  / 

Shescape 

reach 

settlement 

New  York  nightclub  accused 
of  racism  reaffirms  non¬ 
discrimination  policy 

By  Nancy  De  Luca 

NEW  YORK  —  After  nearly  a  year  of 
protests,  pickets  and  several  charges  of 
racial  discrimination  filed  with  the  New 
York  Commission  on  Human  Rights, 
Shescape  Productions  and  COOL  (the 
Coalition  of  Outraged  Lesbians)  have  reach¬ 
ed  a  settlement.  COOL  had  accused  She¬ 
scape,  a  lesbian  nightclub,  of  racist  door 
policies.  In  a  joint  statement  issued  by 
COOL  and  Shescape  Productions  on  Jan.  6, 
Shescape  reaffirmed  a  non-discriminatory 
door  policy  at  all  of  its  events.  Shescape  also 
stated  that  it  “regrets  the  anguish,  upset  or 
embarrassment  suffered  by  the  com¬ 
plainants  as  a  result  of  inadvertant  misap¬ 
plication  of  such  policy.” 


During  the  past  year,  at  least  seven 
women  charged  Shescape  with  dis¬ 
criminating  against  women  of  color  at 
events  held  at  various  New  York  nightclubs 
(see  GCN,  Vol.  14,  Nos.  28  and  33).  COOL 
was  initially  formed  to  confront  Shescape 
management  with  pickets  and  to  distribute 
leaflets  at  Shescape  dances  and  events. 

The  pickets  took  place  during  a  time  when 
Shescape  did  not  have  its  own  club  space, 
and  instead  held  events  at  other  bars  in  New 
York  under  a  contractual  arrangement.  In 
the  settlement,  the  complainants  stated  that 
protest  actions  held  at  clubs  which  were  leas¬ 
ed  to  Shescape  Productions  were  not  dir¬ 
ected  at  any  club  owner. 

Shescape  also  agreed  to  make  a  monetary 
donation  to  the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Communi¬ 
ty  Center  in  New  York  City  to  encourage 
groups  working  towards  a  multiracial  com¬ 
munity. 

Nancy  K.,  a  COOL  organizer,  said 
COOL  members  are  generally  relieved  to 
have  the  issue  settled.  She  said  the  group  has 
wanted  to  expand  its  work  on  issues  of 
racism  and  homophobia,  and  that  members 
have  felt  a  need  to  reassess  the  structure  and 
strategies  of  COOL.  The  group  recently 
received  a  $1500  grant  from  the  Northstar 
Foundation,  with  which  it  hopes  to  sponsor 
workshops  or  a  conference.  The  group  is 
also  considering  ways  to  work  in  coalition 
with  groups  outside  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community.  □filed  from  Boston 


State  House  14  await  trial 


Protesters  at  Mass,  civil  disobedience  still  considering 
countersuit  against  * 'brutal”  officers 


By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

BOSTON  —  The  trial  of  14  lesbians  and 
gay  men  charged  with  trespassing  at  the 
Massachusetts  State  House  has  been 
postponed  until  March  4.  The  “State  House 
14”  were  arrested  during  a  planned  civil 
disobedience  on  Jan.  4  to  protest  the  failure 
of  the  legislature  to  pass  the  state  gay  civil 
rights  bill  (see  GCN,  Vol.  15,  No.  25). 

According  to  spokespeople  from  MASS 
ACT  OUT,  the  group  that  helped  organize 
the  State  House  demo,  trespassing  charges 
may  be  dropped  against  those  arrested. 
Meanwhile,  the  State  House  14  are  still  con¬ 
sidering  countersuits  against  law  enforce¬ 
ment  officers  who  allegedly  used  excessive 
force  while  making  arrests.  A  wide  range  of 
groups  —  including  the  National  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Task  Force  (NGLTF),  the  National 
Organization  for  Women  (NOW)/Boston 
and  the  Rainbow  Coalition  —  has  condemn¬ 
ed  the  violent  actions  and  verbal  assault 
perpetrated  by  State  House  officers  on  Jan. 
4. 

National  Gay  Rights  Advocates  (NGRA) 
has  also  lent  support  to  the  State  House  14 


and  MASS  ACT  OUT.  Echoing  the  deter¬ 
mination  of  many  activists,  NGRA  stated, 
“Legislative  efforts,  legal  challenges,  and 
nonviolent  civil  disobedience  actions  will 
continue  in  every  area  of  the  country  until 
full  equal  rights  are  secured  for  lesbians  and 
gay  men.  Unwarranted  physical  abuse  by 
law  enforcement  personnel  will  not  quell 
these  actions.  Rather,  it  will  only  strengthen 
our  resolve,  sway  public  opinion  to  our 
favor,  and  quite  possibly  provide  us  with  ad¬ 
ditional  grounds  for  legal  action.” 

A  candlelight  vigil  and  march  in  support 
of  the  State  House  14  drew  about  300  people 
to  Beacon  Hill  on  the  evening  of  Feb.  17. 
(The  trial  was  originally  scheduled  for  Feb. 
18.)  David  Candeias  of  MASS  ACT  OUT 
said  the  vigil  was  organized  to  express 
solidarity  with  the  lesbians  and  gay  men  who 
participated  in  the  civil  disobedience,  and 
also  to  maintain  a  focus  on  the  gay  rights 
bill.  The  measure,  which  has  failed  to  pass 
the  state  legislature  for  15  years,  has  been 
reintroduced  into  the  legislative  calendar  for 
1988.  □ 


French  Wall,  one  of  the  State  House  14,  has  lip  bloodied  at  demo 


Demonstrator  Ray  Drew  being  stomped  by  Mass.  State  House  Security  Officer 


Randal lys  quest  for 
citizenship  gets  boost 

“Subversive”  writer  aided  by  new  legislation  which 
temporarily  prevents  INS  from  excluding  communists  and 
other  ideologues 


By  Elizabeth  Pincus 

WASHINGTON  —  Celebrated  writer 
and  feminist  political  activist  Margaret  Ran¬ 
dall  inched  closer  towards  gaining  perma¬ 
nent  resident  status  in  the  U.S.  following  a 
legal  decision  on  February  4.  The  Immigra¬ 
tion  and  Naturalization  Service  (INS)  ruled 
that  a  new  immigration  regulation  pushed 
through  Congress  in  December  by  Rep. 
Barney  Frank  (D-MA)  and  Sen.  Patrick 
Moynihan  (D-NY)  applies  to  Randall.  The 
legislation,  referred  to  as  Section  901,  states 
that  during  1988  anyone  who  applies  for  a 
visa  cannot  be  denied  admission  to  the  U.ST 
on  ideological  grounds,  including  “ad¬ 
vocating  the  doctrines  of  world  com¬ 
munism.” 

Because  of  the  INS  statement,  Randall’s 
legal  footing  in  two  disputes  with  the  U.S. 
government  is  strengthened.  In  the  renown¬ 
ed  lawsuit  ( Randall  v.  Meese),  the  U.S. 
Court  of  Appeals  for  the  District  of  Colum¬ 
bia  must  now  reconsider  Randall’s  applica¬ 
tion  for  adjustment  of  residency  status.  Her 
attempt  was  previously  denied  because  her 
writings  were  judged  to  “go  beyond  mere 
dissent.”  In  a  separate  court,  the  Board  of 
Immigration  Appeals  will  determine  if  the 
INS  may  not  deport  Randall  due  to  Section 
901. 

“My  case  is  proceeding  along  two 
tracks,”  Randall  told  GCN.  “There  is  every 
indication  that  my  appeals  for  residency  will 
be  honored,  but  the  courts  could  still  take 
any  number  of  actions  against  me.  People 
seem  to  think  that  the  Feb.  4  ruling  means 
we’ve  won,  but  there  are  further  complica¬ 
tions.” 

For  example,  Randall’s  attorney  David 
Cole  explained  that  the  Court  of  Appeals 
could  argue  that  the  case  lacks  proper 
jurisdiction  and  should  therefore  be  dismiss¬ 
ed,  reaffirming  the  previous  denial  of  her 
residence.  Furthermore,  the  Board  of  Im¬ 
migration  Appeals’  decision  on  Randall’s 
current  citizenship  could  muddy  the  issue  of 
her  permanent  resident  status.  There  is  also 
a  slight  possibility  that  former  INS  pro¬ 
cedures  could  be  ruled  unconstitutional, 
thus  granting  Randall  retroactive  citizen¬ 
ship. 

“Margaret’s  fight  is  obviously  not  over,” 
explained  Cole,  who  works  with  New 
York’s  Center  for  Constitutional  Rights. 
“However  it  should  be  perfectly  plain  that 
an  extreme  victory  has  been  won.  It  now  ap¬ 
pears  very  unlikely  that  Margaret  will  ever 
be  forced  to  leave  the  country  of  her  birth.” 

Randall  grew  up  in  Albuquerque,  New 
Mexico.  She  claims  she  lost  her  U.S.  citizen¬ 
ship  under  duress  when  she  married  a  Mex¬ 
ican  man  in  1 967  and  was  erroneously  advis¬ 
ed  to  assume  Mexican  citizenship  to  increase 
her  chances  of  employment.  She  had  been 
living  in  Mexico  since  1961.  Randall  lived  in 
several  other  countries,  including  Cuba  and 
Nicaragua,  before  returning  to  the  U.S.  in 
1984.  Since  then,  she  has  faced  deportation 
by  the  INS  because  they  claim  her  writings 
are  pro-communist  and  overtly  critical  of 
the  U.S.  government.  She  filed  a  countersuit 
in  1985  in  an  attempt  to  remain  in  the  U.S. 
Randall’s  case  satisfies  many  conditions  the 
INS  usually  recognizes  to  grant  permanent 
resident  (“green  card”)  status  —  her 
parents,  current  husband  and  one  of  her 
children  are  all  U.S.  citizens. 

“One  of  the  things  that  really  upsets  [the 
INS],”  Randall  said,  “is  my  writing  about 
women.  I’ve  written  about  struggles  in  other 
countries  —  I’ve  done  extensive  oral  history 
work  with  women  that  the  U.S.  government 
seems  to  find  threatening.”  She  cited  several 
of  her  books  she  believes  particularly  riled 
immigration  authorities:  Cuban  Women 
Now,  Sandino’s  Daughters  (about 
Nicaraguan  women)  and  The  Spirit  of  the 
People  (about  women  in  Viet  Nam). 

Randall’s  case  has  become  a  focal  struggle 
for  opponents  of  the  McCarran-Walter  Act 
of  1952,  a  measure  that  forbids  entry  into 
the  U.S.  to  people  with  communist  beliefs  or 
“subversive”  viewpoints.  The  law,  which 
critics  say  is  arbitrarily  enforced,  can  also  be 
invoked  to  exclude  other  so-called  marginal 
people,  including  lesbians  and  gay  men.  The 
writer’s  organization  PEN  has  especially 
embraced  Randall’s  cause,  claiming  that 
their  right  of  association  with  Randall  is  be¬ 


Margaret  Randall 


ing  infringed  upon.  Authors  expressing 
solidarity  include  Toni  Morrison,  Grace 
Paley  and  Kurt  Vonnegut.  A  myriad  of 
others  have  rallied  support  for  Randall  and 
have  helped  organize  repeal  of  the 
McCarran-Walter  Act.  The  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union  (ACLU)  and  the  Center  for 
Constitutional  Rights  have  argued  that  the 
Act  violates  the  First  and  Fifth  Amend¬ 
ments  to  the  U.S.  Constitution. 

Section  901  was  introduced  to  Congress  in 
late  1987  as  a  compromise  measure  to  tem¬ 
porarily  stem  the  impact  of  McCarran- 
Walter.  Rep.  Frank  has  been  attempting  for 
several  years  to  pass  legislation  that  would 
permanently  overhaul  INS  regulations,  in¬ 
cluding  repealing  the  McCarran-Walter 
Act.  Peter  Kovar,  aide  to  Frank,  said  that  at 
the  end  of  1987,  the  bill  —  called  the  Im¬ 
migration  Exclusion  and  Deportation 
Amendments  —  was  still  a  “complicated 
mess.”  Hence,  Frank  (and  Moynihan) 
quickly  proposed  Section  901  to  at  least  stop 
the  denial  of  visas  on  ideological  grounds 
for  the  current  year. 

“Section  901  is  a  good  statement  about 
how  the  visa  policies  should  change,”  Kovar 
said.  “Hopefully,  it  will  give  us  a  chance  to 
work  out  the  more  comprehensive  bill 
within  this  legislative  session.  The  jury’s  still 
out,  but  it’s  pretty  clear  that  Section  901  led 
to  the  INS  backing  down  on  trying  to  deport 
Margaret  Randall. 

“Her  case  is  probably  the  best  known,” 
he  continued,  “but  in  some  ways  it’s  an 
anomaly  since  she  voluntarily  left  the  U.S. 
in  the  first  place.  It’s  too  soon  to  tell  how  the 
new  law  will  affect  foreign  people  coming 
into  the  country.” 

Kovar  noted  several  examples  of  other 
contentious  test  cases.  Previously  excluded 
Columbian  author  Gabriel  Garcia  Marquez 
has  visited  the  U.S.  since  enactment  of  Sec¬ 
tion  901 .  It  is  not  yet  known  whether  an  up¬ 
coming  proposed  trip  to  the  U.S.  will  be 
allowed  for  Gerry  Adams,  a  member  of  the 
British  Parliament  from  Northern  Ireland 
who  is  affiliated  with  the  Irish  Republican 
Army  (IRA).  According  to  Kovar,  despite 
Section  901,  the  INS  may  still  try  to  justify 
excluding  some  people  citing  the  “spectre  of 
terrorism.” 

Randall  currently  teaches  in  the  English 
Department  at  Trinity  College  in  Hartford, 
Connecticut.  When  her  one-year  post  ends, 
she  plans  to  return  to  Albuquerque  where 
she  previously  taught  Women’s  Studies  and 
American  Studies  at  the  University  of  New 
Mexico.  If  Randall  receives  permanent  resi¬ 
dent  status,  processing  of  a  “green  card” 
generally  takes  a  perfunctory  four  months. 
She  would  then  be  eligible  to  regain  U.S. 
citizenship  in  five  years,  though  courts  may 
grant  her  retroactive  credit. 

□filed  from  Boston 
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COMMUNITY  VOICES 


GCN  welcomes  all  letters  to  the  editor  ex¬ 
cept  personal  attacks.  Carbon  copies  of  let¬ 
ters  sent  elsewhere  are  printed  on  a  space- 
available  basis.  The  opinions  expressed  here 
are  those  of  the  author  and  are  not  intended 
to  represent  the  views  of  the  GCN  member¬ 
ship.  Letters  must  be  TYPED,  DOUBLE¬ 
SPACED  AND  NO  LONGER  THAN 
THREE  PAGES.  Send  to:  Community 
Voices,  GCN,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116. 


The  mail  must  go  through!  (for 
some) 

Dear  GCN : 

Hello!  This  is  a  very  important  letter  and  I 
feel  that  it  merits  publication  in  your 
newspaper  because  I  don’t  think  your 
readers  are  aware  of  some  of  the  pathetic 
prison  policies  that  abound  across  the  U.S. 

If  they  write  prisoners  and  their  letters  are 
returned  marked  “Return  to  sender”  or 
“Refused”  or  some  such  thing,  they  should 
know  that  they,  along  with  the  prisoner,  are 
being  subjected  to  the  prison’s  policy  of 
minimal-to-NO  mail  service.  They  regularly 
“lose”  letters  to  prisoners  they  don’t  like 
(gays/lesbians,  jailhouse  lawyers  suing  for 
our  rights,  etc.,  etc.),  and  even  for  those  of 
us  they  don’t  care  one  way  or  the  other 
about  and  who  have  simply  been  transfer¬ 
red,  they  often  don’t  forward  our  mail  (even 
though  they  know  perfectly  well  where  we 
are!). 

1  was  recently  transferred  from  one  joint 
to  another  in  North  Carolina  and  when  I 
wrote  the  postmaster  in  the  town  where  I’d 
been  moved,  she  wrote  that  it  was  prison 
policy  to  send  all  mail  back  to  the  sender 
after  transfer.  I  wrote  her  back  and  asked 
why  prison  policy  supercedes  U.S.  govern¬ 
ment  mail  policy  (which  is  to  forward  First 
Class  mail).  I  did  not  get  an  answer. 

This  “policy”  can  create  a  lot  of  pro¬ 
blems.  What  if  a  prisoner  is  transferred 
without  warning  (which  often  happens!) 
and  he  or  she  doesn’t  have  funds  to  write 
their  family  or  friends  (also  common)? 
Prisoners  are  allowed  a  phone  call  when 
they  arrive  at  a  new  facility,  but  what  if  their 
family  doesn’t  have  a  phone!?  1  finally 
managed  to  borrow  a  stamp  and  wrote  my 
father  after  about  a  month.  He  said  they 
were  worried  sick  about  what  had  happened 
to  me. 

This  policy  is  probably  used  at  a  lot  of 
prisons  across  the  country  [in  fact!]  and 
your  readers  should  be  aware  of  this  ‘at¬ 
titude’  prison  bureaucrats  have  of  being 
‘above’  (outside!)  the  law;  not  only  as 
regards  correspondence! 

Please  start  sending  my  GCNs  again  too. 
Thanks! 

Thomas  Winston 
_  PO  Box  268 

Wagram,  NC  28396 


bably  the  “other.”  I  know  lesbians  subsum¬ 
ed  in  these  categories.  The  fact  that  we  are 
not  a  separate  category  allows  the  denial, 
the  mythology  that  we  are  not  at  risk  for 
“getting  it”  to  continue.  That  is  particular¬ 
ly  dangerous  because  there  is  so  little 
research  into  women’s  or  lesbian’s  or  bisex¬ 
ual  women’s  health  concerns  anyway.  We 
are  “the  other.” 

Women  die  sooner  from  AIDS  for  all 
kinds  of  reasons.  For  one  thing,  most  of  the 
women  dead  and  dying  now  are  poor  and 
Black  or  Latina  and/or  addicts  or  partners 
of  addicts  or  other  men  at  risk.  AZT  and 
other  treatments  are  unavailable  to  women 
due  to  maker’s  fears  about  birth  defects. 
Poverty,  racism,  classism,  sexism  and 
familial  responsibilities  all  add  to  the  pic¬ 
ture.  The  only  weapons  we  have  are  educa¬ 
tion  and  resistance.  The  Women’s  AIDS 
Network  (WAN)  publishes  monthly  minutes 
and  includes  articles  from  magazines  (like 
Cosmo’s  outrageous  article)  as  well  as  scien¬ 
tific  and  alternative  treatment  information. 
It’s  available  for  $15  up  from  WAN  c/o  the 
San  Francisco  AIDS  Foundation,  333 
Valencia,  SF  94103.  Remember  the  Fenway- 
sponsored  “Women  &  AIDS”  conference  is 
scheduled  April  9th  here  in  Boston  also. 

Another  source  specific  to  lesbian  sexuali¬ 
ty  has  been  seen  in  On  Our  Backs,  the 
magazine  out  of  San  Francisco.  In  the 
winter  of  1986,  Nina  Donnelley’s  ground¬ 
breaking  article  “Lesbians  and  AIDS”  ap¬ 
peared  and  the  current  issue  features  one  by 
Emily  Kahn  (an  AIDS  educator  out  of 
Philadelphia)  which  eroticizes  safer  sex  for 
dykes  as  well  as  our  “invisiblity”  in  statistics 
and  research. 

Finally,  kudos  to  the  sisters  (&  brothers) 
in  New  York  who  Acted  Up  in  cf/namite 
fashion  in  protest  over  Cosmo’s  misogynist 
and  racist  article  purporting  “reassuring 
news  on  AIDS”  for  women.  What  I  wonder 
is,  how  did  this  man  become  a  member  of 
APA’s  Committee  on  AIDS  and  chair  of 
their  committee  on  gay/lesbian  issues?  He 
constantly  uses  the  term  “AIDS  victims” 
and  victimizes  women  who  trust  an  ob/gyn 
psychiatrist  to  tell  them  the  truth.  I  shudder 
to  think  of  the  consequences  of  such 
“reassurance.” 

As  ever, 
Marea  Murray 
Allston,  MA 

P.S.  Pamela,  the  case  of  purported  transmission 
between  women  to  which  you  referred  included 
menstrual  blood  contact  between  the  iv-drug  us¬ 
ing  partner  with  ARC  symptoms  and  her  lover 
who  had  no  iv  history  but  did  indeed  have  two  un¬ 
protected  heterosexual  contacts.  One  of  the  men 
tested  negative;  the  second  declined  testing  but 
reported  “he  was  in  excellent  health.”  Also,  the 
medical  report  indicated  both  women  had  ex¬ 
perienced  vaginal  bleeding  “as  a  result  of 
traumatic  sexual  activities”  (presumably  sex  toys 
or  fisting).  Thus  semen  and  blood  were  indeed 
factors  in  the  case.  Just  because  the  medical  com¬ 
munity  considers  the  apparent  transmission  from 
female  to  female  to  be  “unique  and  rare”  doesn’t 
mean  it  hasn’t  happened  elsewhere  and  remains 
undocumented.  Play  safe  indeed! 


Lesbians,  IV-drug  use  and 
AIDS 

Dear  GCN: 

I’m  writing  in  response  to  Pamela  Sears’ 
provocative  letter  in  part  concerned  with  a 
sentence  written  in  my  news  commentary  on 
a  dental  dams  survey  undertaken  by  Fenway 
Community  Health  Center.  She  quotes, 
“The  frequency  of  HIV  transmission  bet¬ 
ween  lesbians  through  iv-drug  use  should 
not  be  overshadowed  by  concern  that  the 
main  mode  of  transmission  between  lesbians 
is  sexual.”  My  point  (and  1  thought  the  rest 
of  the  article  made  this  clearer  than  it  ap¬ 
parently  was)  is  that  iv-drug  use  among  les¬ 
bians  is  rarely  acknowledged  and  often 
overlooked  as  a  risky  behavior  because  les¬ 
bians  are  defined  as  women  who  have  sex 
with  each  other  (only). 

Certainly  I  take  Pamela’s  point  that  this 
sentence  might  be  misconstrued  by  readers 
unfamiliar  with  the  sort  of  insidious 
segregation  prevalent  in  CDC  statistics 
grouping  people,  not  behaviors.  IV-users 
and  gay /bisexual  men,  for  example,  are 
listed  as  separate  stats.  (Only  recently  was  an 
iv-drug  using  gay/bisexual  male  stratus  in¬ 
cluded  —  when  the  numbers  got  high 
enough.)  Then  there’s  one  for  heterosexual 
transmission  (as  if  iv-drug  users  and 
hemophiliacs,  for  example,  are  not 
heterosexual  or  gay  or  bisexual). 

Yes,  the  lesbians  are  invisible.  Yes,  I 
believe  lesbians  are  among  the  iv-users 
numbers,  the  transfusion  recipients, 
perhaps  the  heterosexual  stats,  and  pro- 
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Chicago  gay  papers  article 
misses  the  mark 

Dear  GCN: 

Here’s  a  short  quiz: 

Do  the  following  charactreristics  describe 
a  “progressive,  community-based”  paper 
or  a  “professional,  mainstream”  publica¬ 
tion: 

•it  restricts  the  size  and  content  of  phone 
sex  ads. 

•writers  work  for  this  paper  because  they 
want  to  create  a  publication  “they  can  be 
proud  to  show  their  parents.” 

•their  readers  want  a  paper  they  can  feel 
comfortable  reading  on  the  subway  around 
straight  people. 

Well,  most  people,  I  trust,  would  think 
the  above  characteristics  would  be  a  more 
appropriate  description  for  a  “professional, 
mainstream”  paper,  but  such  is  not  the  case 
for  Michael  Botkin  who  in  this  article  in  the 
Jan.  31-Feb.  6  issue  of  GCN  on  the  rivalry 
between  Windy  City  Times  ( WCT)  and 
Chicago  Outlines  (CO)  uses  the  above  at¬ 
tributes  in  describing  what  he  considers  to 
be  the  “progressive,  community-based” 
paper,  CO. 

Indeed,  CO  is  probably  in  many  ways  the 
more  progressive  of  the  papers,  and  I 
welcome  papers  with  truly  progressive 
editorial  policies,  but  much  of  the  evidence 
Botkin  offers  either  is  insubstantial  or 
undercuts  such  a  label.  Mr.  Botkin  should 
have  used  better  criteria  —  like  the  quality 
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And  yourself  and 

Keeping  GCN  going  keeps  you  going.  GCN's  news  stories,  features 
and  letters  inform  you,  entertain  you,  and  activate  you. 

join  over  75  Sustainers  nationwide  who  have  pledged  to  support  a 
special  GCN  project,  and  to  play  a  vital  role  in  keeping  GCN  alive. 
And  kicking. 

Here's  how  it  works.  Pledge  $120  or  more/year  (current  pledges 
range  from  $  1 20-2500/year.  (That’s  as  little  as  $IO/month!)  You  can 
send  your  pledge  all  at  once,  or  in  installments  throughout  the  year, 
preceded  by  GCN's  friendly  reminders.  Your  1987  pledge  is  ear¬ 
marked  to  cover  some  of  the  cost  of  our  recent  move  (think  of  it  as 
a  rent  party  that  lasts  all  year).  In  addition,  we  hope  to  raise  enough 
Sustainer  money  to  purchase  a  stat  camera,  a  piece  of  equipment 
which  will  greatly  reduce  our  weekly  production  costs. 

In  return,  we'll  send  you: 

•  a  year's  subscription  to  GCN 

•  two  complimentary  12-week  subscriptions  for  friends,  lovers, 
family,  co-workers,  your  boss... 


your  community. 

•  an  invitation  to  our  annual  Sustainer  Party  bash,  hosted  by  GCN’s 
board  of  directors 

•  our  love  and  appreciation  for  supporting  the  country's  oldest  gay 
and  lesbian  newsweekly 

All  you  have  to  do  to  sustain  GCN  and  your  community  is  fill  out 
this  coupon.  Then,  sit  back  and  see  how  good  you  feel. 
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°  COMMUNITY  VOICES 


and  substance  of  the  journalism  —  in  order 
to  distinguish  between  the  two  papers 

We’re  told  that  CO  has  decided  that 
phone  sex  ads  over  a  certain  size  would  be 
restricted  in  content.  This  is  the  progressive 
publication?  Hardly.  The  erotiphobia  and 
disdain  for  the  nude  body  displayed  in  the 
move  is  least  of  all  progressive.  Especially  in 
this  era  of  AIDS,  the  more  progressive 
publications  are  those  that  assert  fundamen¬ 
tally  that  one  of  the  most  significant  con¬ 
tributions  we  as  gay  people  can  offer  society 
is  a  liberating  attitude  toward  sex  and  our 
bodies. 

1  am  still  chuckling  about  the  comment  by 
the  “progressive”  CO  writer  who  claimed 
that  some  CO  writers  want  to  work  for  a  gay 
paper  which  “they  can  be  proud  to  show 
their  parents.”  This  certainly  would  be 
more  descriptive  of  a  “professional, 
mainstream”  paper,  wouldn’t  it,  Mr. 
Botkin?  The  gay  press  should  be  a  forum  in 
which  we  can  find  material  that  publications 
“our  parents  read”  do  not  offer.  I  should 
remind  the  self-righteous  editors  at  CO  that 
safe,  tasteful  papers  which  strive  to  be  gentle 
enough  so  that  we  can  show  it  to  our  parents 
and  bring  it  on  the  subways  are  not  exactly 
on  the  cutting  edge  of  gay  publishing. 

Then  for  reasons  unbeknownst  to  me, 
Mr.  Botkin  gives  as  evidence  of  the  dramatic 
stylistic  differences  in  the  two  papers  the 
description  each  paper  offers  of  itself  in 
their  mastheads.  CO  describes  itself  as  “The 
Voice  of  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community” 
whereas  WCT s  masthead  reads  “Chicago’s 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Newsweekly.”  Mr.  Botkin 
is  clearly  reading  too  much  into  the  slogans. 
Furthermore,  what  does  Mr.  Botkin  think 
of  GCN,  which  has  the  H/C7'-esque  slogan: 
“For  Fifteen  Years,  The  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Weekly?”  Is  GCN  a  loathsome,  denigrate 
“professional,  mainstream”  paper?  And 
since  when  are  slogans  valid  criteria  in 
evaluating  the  qualities  of  newspapers? 

The  suggestion  that  simply  because  CO 
has  more  lesbian  advertisers,  it  is  more  pro¬ 
gressive,  is  (Offensive.  This  men-bashing 
which  seemingly  equates  male  with  bad  is 
tiresome.  Furthermore,  the  ghettoizing  of 
ads  of  women-owned  businesses  into  one 
section  of  CO  is  backward-looking  as  op¬ 
posed  to  progressive. 

I  am  also  troubled  by  the  fact  that  another 
reason  why  CO  seemingly  opted  to  restrict 
phone  sex  ads  is  that  “women  in  particular 
seem  to  actually  welcome  their  absence.”  I 
recognize  that  one  of  the  great  tasks  con¬ 
fronting  all  both  gay  male  and  lesbian 
organizations  is  reconciling  the  different 
sensibilities  —  broadly  speaking  —  of  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men.  But,  I  resent  the  restric¬ 
tion  of  certain  types  of  “distasteful”  ads  in 
order  to  pander  to  a  portion  of  one’s  readers 
at  the  expense  of  others.  It  sounds  more  like 
the  editorial  policy  of  the  New  York  Times 
—  not  a  “progressive”  gay  publication. 
There  is  nothing  offensive  to  a  progressive 
lesbian  or  gay  male  about  a  picture  of  a  nude 
female  or  male. 

I  would  like  to  suggest  that  perhaps  WCT 
is  more  in  touch  with  what  the  typical  gay 
reader  wants  to  read  in  Chicago,  whereas 
CO  is,  in  turn,  becoming  a  dictatorial 
publication  that  is  least  of  all  progressive. 

I  also  resent  the  snobbish  attitude  of 
Botkin  takes  toward  the  publisher  of  WCT 
because  he  is  an  entrepreneur.  The  suc¬ 
cessful  entrepreneur  is  one  who  finds  out  the 
needs  of  his/her  clientele  and  gives  them 
what  they  want.  There  is  nothing  more 
democratic  and  progressive  than  that.  1  ap¬ 
plaud  any  person  who  is  going  to  work  hard 
to  meet  my  needs  as  a  gay  reader  —  offering 
advertisements,  features  and  news  stories,  I 
would  not  find  in  “mainstream”  papers  my 
parents  read. 

Rather  than  professional  and  main¬ 
stream,  I  prefer  to  describe  WCT  as  shrewd 
and  well  able  to  meet  the  needs  of  its 
readers.  Don’t  ask  me  how  I’ll  describe  CO. 

Sincerely  yours, 
Greg  Dorian, 
Boston,  MA 

Luscious  lesbian  safer  sex 

Dear  GCN: 

We  are  two  lesbians  —  a  psychotherapist 
and  a  nurse  psychotherapist  —  who  have 
been  concerned  about  the  potential  spread 
of  AIDS  into  the  lesbian  community.  Our 
concern  and  subsequent  research  led  us  to 
the  creation  of  the  Luscious  Lesbian  Safer 
Sex  Set-Up. 

The  purpose  of  the  Luscious  Lesbian 
Safer  Sex  Set-Up  is  twofold:  1)  to  provide 
education  about  AIDS  prevention  that  is 
relevant  for  lesbians;  and  2)  to  make  safer- 


sex  products  available  that  are  often  dif¬ 
ficult  to  obtain  and  that  meet  the  specific 
needs  of  lesbians.  Included  is  information 
about  AIDS  in  the  lesbian  community,  risk 
factors,  ways  to  talk  about  safer  sex  with 
potential  partners  and  ideas  about  making 
safer  sex  fun  and  sensuous. 

Also  included  in  the  Luscious  Lesbian 
Safer  Sex  Set-Up  are  latex  products  (rubber 
dams,  gloves  and  finger  cots),  lubricants 
with  nonoxynol-9,  and  instructions  about 
using  these  items.  Individual  items  in 
various  quantities  are  also  available.  The 
Set-Up  and  all  products  are  attractively  and 
hygenically  packaged.  We  are  also  planning 
a  deluxe  Set-Up  that  includes  additional 
items  to  make  safer  sex  even  more  en¬ 
joyable. 

Since  the  Luscious  Lesbian  Safer  Sex  Set- 
Up  is  almost  as  new  to  us  as  it  is  to  you,  we 
are  interested  in  feedback,  comments  and 
suggestions  from  users.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  on  the  Set-Up,  write  or  call:  Future 
Memory  Research  Network,  P.O.  Box 
141199-247,  Dallas,  Texas  75214,  (214) 
826-1668. 

Sincerely, 
Marti  Kranzberg 
Nina  Klebanoff 
Dallas,  TX 

Mariel  Cubans  are  not  wild 
beasts  to  be  forgotten  about 

Dear  GCN : 

On  behalf  of  the  thousands  of  Mariel 
Cubans  in  the  U.S.  being  held  unconstitu¬ 
tionally  in  prisons  across  the  country,  I  ask 
myself  does  the  U.S.  government  have  any 
intention  whatsoever  of  honoring  their 
agreement  to  individual  case  reviews  in  front 
of  an  impartial  panel,  and  no  retaliation  for 
the  events  at  Atlanta  and  Oakdale  peniten¬ 
tiaries?  I  believe  the  government  will  not 
show  good  faith  by  honoring  their  agree¬ 
ment  because  of  the  treatment  they  are 
presently  giving  to  those  Cuban  inmates, 
many  of  them  gay. 

At  Leavenworth,  for  example,  the 
Cubans  transferred  there  (including  a  very 
good  friend  of  mine)  are  being  locked  in 
their  cells  24  hours  a  day,  given  no  recrea¬ 
tion,  no  educational  programs,  one  shower 
a  week,  no  vocational  training  or  work  in 
prison  or  canteen  privileges  (coffee,  cigaret¬ 
tes,  toiletries,  etc.). 

They  are  not  being  allowed  to  have  any 
personal  belongings  or  reading  material  and 
are  being  housed  4-to-a-cell  in  cells  meant 
for  one.  Is  this  treatment  showing  good 
faith?  At  the  end  of  the  (very  peaceful!) 
“rioting”  in  Atlanta,  those  prisoners  show¬ 
ed  their  good  faith  by  treating  and  releasing 
all  of  the  hostages  in  good  condition,  believ¬ 
ing  that  the  government  would  keep  its 
word.  In  the  GCN  of  Dec.  13-1 9  a  Cuban  in¬ 
mate  that  I’ve  known  well  (Jose  Castro) 
raised  his  voice  about  these  injustices  of  the 
justice  system.  Everyday  we  hear  on  the 
news  about  injustices  in  the  Soviet  Union, 
etc.  The  citizens  of  the  U.S.  stand  up  and 
pay  attention  to  this  ‘news’.  But  what  about 
the  injustices  being  shown  in  our  own 
backyards?!  The  people  refuse  to 
acknowledge  this. 

The  Cubans  are  as  much  human  beings 
and  deserving  to  be  treated  as  such  as  we 
American  are,  in  or  out  of  prison.  The 
Cubans  are  not  wild  beasts  to  be  thrown  into 
a  cage  and  forgotten  about.  As  Jose  said, 
‘Why  can’t  somebody  stand  up  and  say  that 
this  has  already  gone  too  far!?’ 

Please  help  these  Cubans  by  writing  to 
your  Congressperson  and  the  Immigration 
and  Naturalization  Service  and  protest  these 
unjust  actions  to  these  Cuban  people. 

David  Ferrand 
A025036 
700  Conley  Lake  Rd 
Deer  Lodge,  MT  59722 

Lesbian  cocksucker? 

Dear  GCN: 

I  was  disappointed  that  you  chose  to  lead 
your  Jan.  31-Feb.  6  Quote  of  the  Week 
about  Cheryl  Crane  by  criticizing  her  for 
telling  an  interviewer  she’d  never  been  called 
“faggot.”  I  would  rather  have  seen  you 
commending  her  for  writing  candidly  about 
her  sexual  orientation.  I’m  sure  we’ve  all 
read  numerous  autobiographies  of  people 
we  know  are  lesbian  or  gay  who  have  conve¬ 
niently  omitted  this  fact. 

Cheryl  could  easily  have  done  the  same, 
but  instead  has  chosen  to  write  openly  about 
her  lover  and  her  lesbianism.  She  should  be 
commended,  not  put  down,  for  being  so 


frank. 

As  for  being  called  “faggot,”  I  recall  be¬ 
ing  called  a  “cocksucker”  while  tabling 
against  the  Briggs  Initiative.  If  the 
homophobe  hadn’t  been  carrying  a  very 
large  knife,  I  would  have  told  him  how  in¬ 
credibly  wrong  he  was. 

Sincerely, 

_  Paula  Lichtenberg 

San  Francisco,  CA 


International  women’s  day 
radio 

Dear  GCN: 

On  March  13,  1988  Boston  Women’s 
Community  Radio  will  present  our  Tenth 
Annual  International  Women’s  Day  Radio 
broadcast.  As  usual,  this  year’s  24-hour  ex¬ 
travaganza  airs  on  WMBR,  88.1-FM. 

Show  highlights  include  Kate  Rushin 
playing  the  best  of  R&B  and  jazz;  Tatiana 
Schreiber’s  documentary  “Places  Like  This 
—  Women  in  Prison”;  “Unjust  Justice,”  a 
live  panel  call-in  about  child  sexual  abuse 
and  the  courts,  produced  and  moderated  by 
Eileen  Bolinsky  and  Madge  Kaplan;  and 
“Sugar  Mama”  —  Sweet  soul  music  and  a 
conversation  with  Bay  Area  vocalist  Gwen 
Avery,  produced  by  Melanie  Berzon. 

We  need  volunteers  to  distribute  posters 
and  help  out  on  the  day  of  the  broadcast.  In¬ 
terested?  Call  Joyce  at  524-0243.  And  tune 
your  radios  to  88.1-FM  on  March  13  and 
help  us  celebrate  International  Women’s 
Day! 

The  International  Women’s  Day  Collective 
Cambridge,  MA 


Mandatory  testing:  a  precedent 

Dear  GCN: 

In  mid- 1987  by  executive  order  of  Presi¬ 
dent  Reagan  the  federal  government  began 
mandatory  testing  of  federal  prisoners,  im¬ 
migrants  and  some  others,  for  HIV. 

Since  that  time  the  Federal  Bureau  of 
Prisons  has  expanded  the  program  to  re¬ 
quire  testing  before  participation  by 
prisoners  in  community  programs  such  as 
furloughs  or  halfway  houses.  Although  the 
written  policy  statement  says  that  a  positive 
test  is  not  an  automatic  reason  for  denial  of 
programs.  Parole  Commission  and  prison 
personnel  have  been  telling  the  public  that 
persons  testing  positive  will  not  be  released 
except  by  mandatory  release.  I  have  already 
seen  this  happen  to  prisoners  here. 

Since  parole  in  the  federal  system  is  not 
discretionary,  but  is  determined  by 
statutorily  set  guidelines,  it  is  a  right  and  not 
a  privil  ge.  A  person  serving  a  9  year 
sentence  who  would  have  been  released  at  3 
years  (with  a  ‘good’  record  in  prison),  will 
instead  be  held  until  their  mandatory  release 
date  in  6  years.  Thus,  for  3  years  that  person 
is  imprisoned  SOLELY  because  they  have 
tested  positive? 

Even  before  this  implementation  of  the 
policy  Vvas  made,  I  started  writing  to  dozens 
of  ‘civil  rights’  and  legal  aid  groups,  trying 
to  get  help  to  oppose  the  President’s  ex¬ 
ecutive  order  in  court.  So  far,  not  one  group 
has  shown  any  interest.  Don’t  these  people 
realize  that  if  prisoners  can  be  held  beyond 
the  end  of  their  sentence  solely  because  they 
test  positive,  it  won’t  be  long  until  the  prece¬ 
dent  can  be  used  to  detain  anyone  who  tests 
positive. 

The  federal  government  has  just  brought 
in  de  facto  quarantine  by  executive  fiat. 
How  long  will  it  be  before  it  is  extended  to 
other  population  groups  (without  political 
clout)? 

In  Germany,  nobody  protested  when  it 
was  only  the  Jews.  In  American  nobody  is 
protesting  when  it  is  only  prisoners  and  im¬ 
migrants.  Haven’t  the  civil  liberties  people 
read  any  history? 

Adam  Starchild 
04690-067 
Pembroke — FPC 
Danbury,  CT  06810 


Who  is  not  innocent? 


other  people  struggling  with  AIDS  or  HIV- 
infection  are  perhaps  not  so  innocent. 

That  would  be  a  mistaken  implication. 

Gay  men  and  other  men  and  women  in¬ 
fected  by  a  sexual  partner  can  hardly  be 
faulted  for  acting  upon  sexual  traditions 
known  to  humankind  for  millennia.  When 
one  considers  that  those  now  diagnosed  may 
have  been  infected  years  ago,  “safer-sex” 
education  seems  too  little,  too  late.  It  is  par¬ 
ticularly  glaring  that  politicians  continue  to 
dismantle  educational  campaigns  because 
they  don’t  have  the  guts  to  deal  with  the 
graphic  language  necessary  to  get  people  to 
stop  spreading  the  virus. 

Similarly,  where  does  the  guilt  lie  among 
IV-needle  sharers  and  their  sexual  partners? 
Who  is  really  at  fault  in  a  society  where  clean 
and  cheap  needles  are  just  not  available,  and 
the  waiting  lists  at  drug  treatment  clinics  are 
six  months  long? 

People  with  AIDS  or  HIV-infection  do 
not  deserve  to  be  treated  as  if  some  are  inno¬ 
cent  and  others  are  not.  AIDS  is  caused  by  a 
virus,  not  by  rejecting  the  values  of  religious 
fundamentalists. 

If  anyone  must  be  “not  innocent”  in  this 
time  of  crisis,  let  it  be  those  policymakers 
whose  conspicuous  disregard  for  the  public 
health  continues  to  be  a  national  tragedy. 

Robert  Daniel  Reid 
Boston,  MA 


GCN  Job 
Openings 

■  ART  DIRECTOR  (available  April  4  or 
earlier):  Maintain  overall  design  of  the  paper  and 
oversee  the  layout  and  proofreading  functions  on 
production  night.  Design  centerspreads  and  cover 
graphics  (or  assign  to  volunteer  artists),  weekly 
display  advertising,  as  well  as  promotional 
materials,  pamphlets,  etc.  Qualifications:  Strong 
graphic  design  skills.  Familiarity  with  type  specifica¬ 
tion,  paste-up,  knowledge  of  offset  mechanical  pro¬ 
duction  and  printing  techniques,  and  previous 
related  experience  preferred,  but  training  is 
available. 

■  COORDINATING  EDITOR:  (available  late 
April):  Coordinate  paper’s  overall  adminis¬ 
trative/financial  affairs  and  fundraising  activities. 
Prepare  editorial/letters  pages.  Serve  as  liaison  with 
board,  and,  as  necessary,  serve  as  paper's 
spokesperson/representative.  Qualifications: 
Strong  administrative,  organizational,  interpersonal 
and  fundraising  skills.  Familiarity  with  GCN 
preferable. 

All  GCN  positions  require  a  commitment  to  gay / 
lesbian  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism,  an 
awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a  commitment  to  the 
collective  decision-making  process. 

Salary/benefits:  All  positions  pay  $200/week  and 
include  health/life  insurance,  routine  health  care 
through  Fenway  Community  Health  Center,  sick 
leave,  and  four  weeks  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers 
staff  members  responsibility  for  their  own  jobs, 
with  flexibility  and  ample  room  for  innovation. 

■  FREELANCE,  PART-TIME  TYPESET¬ 
TER:  Coordinate  the  paper's  revenue-producing, 
outside  typesetting  business.  Responsibilities: 
Typeset  outside  work  and  schedule  other  typeset¬ 
ters;  oversee  and  devolop  the  business;  keep  staff 
informed.  Qualifications:  Good  typesetting  skills, 
preferably  on  a  Compugraphic  Editwriter  7500,  and 
strong  organizational  skills  with  attention  to  detail. 
Familiarity  with  GCN  strongly  preferred. 
Knowledge  of  progressive  movements  helpful. 
Hours:  20  + /month  (evenings,  Friday,  or 
weekends).  Salary:  $8- 1 0/hour  with  some  benefits. 

To  apply  for  these  positions,  please  send 
resume  and  cover  letter  ASAP  to  GCN  Job 
Search  Committee,  62  Berkeley  Street, 
Boston,  MA  02116. 


GCN  received  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  Time 
magazine  in  response  to  its  recent  article 
regarding  HIV  infection  among  newborns  in 
New  York  City,  titled  “Plague  of  the  In¬ 
nocents.  ”  / 

To  the  Editors: 

While  the  burgeoning  population  of  HIV- 
infected  newborns  in  New  York  City  is  truly 
nightmarish,  your  choice  to  label  these 
babies  “innocents”  seems  to  imply  that 
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(BOSTON’S  BEST  MUSICAL!  ) 


AIDS  across  agendas 

Grief  and  strife  on  the  rise  in  1986 


BATTLES 

JOINED 


By  Marea  Murray 

It’s  1986,  the  bitter  month  of  January, 
and  I’m  at  home  in  the  afternoon  for 
some  inexplicable  reason  when  Tim  calls. 
He  tells  me  his  buddy  Rita  has  heard  she 
doesn’t  have  much  time.  Could  I  call  her 
parents?  I  hear  myself  say,  “Yes,  what’s  the 
number?”  Gulping,  I  dial  before  I  get  too 
upset.  As  a  volunteer  at  Boston’s  AIDS  Ac¬ 
tion  Committee  (AAC),  I  too  have  been  a 
buddy  to  Rita.  She’s  a  Cuban  transsexual 
who  has  had  AIDS  for  three  years  now. 

A  woman  answers  the  phone.  It  is  Rita’s 
mother  who  speaks  little 
English.  Thankfully,  her 
husband  is  home  and  she 
puts  him  on.  Rita  may 
not  last  the  night,  can 
they  get  a  plane?  He  says 
something  in  rapid 
Spanish  to  his  wife  and 
she  starts  to  shout. 
Though  unable  to  offer 
M  ■  ■%  official  aid,  I  tell  them 
III  the  Committee  may  be 
I  mJ  able  to  help  them  out  if 
they  can  get  a  flight. 
They  ring  off  and  I  run  to 
the  hospital,  shaking 
slightly  after  being  an 
automaton  long-distance. 

Tim  is  there  with  Bob  Andrews,  who  also 
works  with  AAC.  Peter,  the  Support  Ser¬ 
vices  Team  (SST)  or  buddies  coordinator  at 
AAC,  comes  by  later  as  do  several  of  Rita’s 
friends  and  former  roommates.  Rita’s 
friend  Jana  brings  her  boyfriend.  The 
grapevine  has  worked  like  a  charm. 

Rita  is  lapsing  into  unconsciousness  with 
the  pain  and  meds.  Her  friends  have  slipped 
Southern  Comfort  into  their  cokes  but  she 
declines  a  taste.  We  talk  in  muted  tones, 
taking  turns  holding  her  hand,  keeping  the 
washcloth  on  her  forehead  damp,  sitting 
vigil. 

Having  just  discovered  an  account  of 
Rita’s  life  in  the  recently  published  book  by 
Cindy  Patton  Sex  and  Germs:  The  Politics 
of  AIDS ,  I’ve  brought  it  along.  Frail  and 
heavily  sedated,  Rita’s  eyes  flutter  as  I  read 
her  the  passage. 

It’s  getting  towards  1 1  p.m.  and  Tim  and  I 
worry  her  parents  won’t  make  it  in  time. 
Wearily,  knowing  I  must  go  back  to  my  in¬ 
ternship  at  the  hospital  tomorrow,  I  decide 
to  say  good-bye  and  lift  the  cloth  from  her 
forehead  to  kiss  her.  She  looks  at  me  as  I 
whisper  I  love  her. 
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Rita’s  parents  are  delayed  but  make  it  to 
the  hospital  in  time  to  bid  farewell.  Sad  all 
day,  I  go  about  my  duties  at  the  hospital,  the 
last  place  I  want  to  be  that  day.  Tim  ar¬ 
ranges  her  cremation  and  memorial  at  Em¬ 
manuel  Church. 

It  is  an  eclectic  crowd.  I  stand  to  read  a 
speech  I  have  written,  my  first  eulogy.  With 
emotion,  I  talk  about  my  admiration  for 
Rita,  some  of  our  times  together,  and  how 
honored  1  am  to  have  known  her.  Tim 
speaks  and  then  comes  the  show.  It’s 
unclear  if  Rita’s  friends  will  be  performing. 
They  are  in  the  front  row,  dressed  to  the 
teeth.  My  pod,  or  group  of  buddies  af¬ 
filiated  with  AAC,  sits  further  back.  AAC’s 
executive  director  Larry  Kessler  and  Bob 
Andrews  are  other  familiar  faces.  I’ve  been 
unable  to  find  Maya,  another  buddy  to  Rita. 

We  get  the  tape  recorder  set  up  for  Le 
Jazz  Hot,  one  of  Rita’s  favorites,  and 
pause.  A  beautiful  person  —  I  can’t  tell  if 
she’s  a  woman,  nor  do  I  care  —  rises  from 
her  seat  and  decides  to  go  for  it.  I  move  one 
of  the  bouquets  the  Committee  has  provid¬ 
ed. 

Shouting  “This  is  for  you,  Rita,”  she 
dances  gracefully  to  the  tinny  music.  The 
audience  claps  appreciatively.  Tim  and  I 
trade  grins.  This  is  the  wildest  memorial  I’ve 
ever  seen  and  very  Rita. 

Next,  the  group  is  invited  to  reminisce 
about  her.  Peter  speaks,  Jana  rambles,  the 
assembled  listen.  Amazing  Grace  is  follow¬ 
ed  by  her  favorite  Mahalia  Jackson  rendi¬ 
tion  on  Memorex  since  Tim  couldn’t  recruit 
any  gospel  singers.  I  brush  away  tears  and 
the  celebration  is  over.  Jana  kisses  us,  telling 
us  to  keep  in  touch  and  Larry  asks  for  a  copy 
of  my  speech.  Peter  gives  us  his  patented 
hugs.  My  pod  and  I  walk  to  Montillio’s  for 
dessert  and  coffee.  I  am  glad  of  the  men’s 
company  and  support.  The  waiter  checks  us 
out.  Looking  androgynous  in  my  suit,  I  am 
what  I  am.  Working  with  Rita  shored  that 
up  in  a  way  that’s  hard  to  explain. 


Over  a  year  later,  I  see  Jana’s  boyfriend 
near  the  bus  station.  He  looks  beaten  up  and 
leans  on  crutches.  It’s  a  cold  night  to  be 
hustling.  Slowing  down,  I  consider  giving 
him  some  money  but  decide  against  it 
because  I  don’t  want  to  insult  him.  He  peers 
at  me  in  the  darkness  but  doesn’t  place  me.  I 
nod  to  him  and  walk  on. 

■ 

The  “AIDS  Scene,”  circa  February  1986, 
has  accelerated.  The  grief  and  exhaustion  I 
feel  —  and  aloneness  as  a  lesbian  AIDS  ac¬ 
tivist  —  are  harder  to  fend  off.  Very  busy, 
I’m  more  depleted  in  spirit  than  in  recent 
memory.  Even  dancing  doesn’t  seem  to  help 
much  anymore. 

■ 

David  Aronstein  is  named  Director  of 
Client  Services  at  AAC  and  Marcia  Tanur  is 
Director  of  Social  Services.  Peter  goes  on  a 
long-overdue  vacation.  David  takes  over  his 
office  the  next  day.  Some  of  the  veteran 
volunteers  have  left,  others  are  taking  on 
leadership  roles  as  AAC  grows  by  leaps  and 
bounds. 

1  have  received  minutes  for  a  planning 
group  on  care  for  PWAs.  Marcia,  Patrick 
(the  SST  chair)  and  Victor,  who  weeks  later 
will  be  the  first  on  staff  to  die  with  AIDS, 
are  among  the  familiar  names.  Peter  has 
volunteered  me  for  the  group  and  the  chair, 
Stan,  is  the  lover  of  a  man  in  my  pod. 

We  hear  that  buddies  are  being  overload¬ 
ed  with  practical  tasks  like  laundry,  cleaning 
and  cooking  and  that  there  is  a  burgeoning 
volunteer  pool  of  people  with  some  time 
available  but  not  enough  to  be  buddies.  It  is 
suggested  that  the  work  be  split  so  that  there 
are  exclusively  “emotional”  and  exclusively 
“practical”  buddies.  There  is  resistance  and 
discourse  in  the  ranks  about  the  specializa¬ 
tion  of  AIDS  servicing,  the  move  toward 
terming  PWAs  and  PWARCs  “clients,” 
and  perceived  differentiation  between  the 
“new”  and  the  “veteran”  buddies. 

I  am  nominated  to  chair  the  new  practical 
support  subcommittee-in-the-works.  Since  I 
don’t  have  the  emotional  energy  to  take 
another  buddy  assignment  for  some  time,  if 
ever  again,  I  agree. 

In  our  first  official  meeting,  Patrick  leans 
forward  and  tells  me  Bob,  who  was  in  buddy 
training  with  me,  has  been  diagnosed.  Tears 
well  up  involuntarily.  It  is  so  fucking  unfair. 
After  a  moment’s  pause,  we  begin  the 
meeting.  Michael,  a  PWARC,  and  Alan,  a 
PWA,  have  lots  to  say  and  we’re  glad  for  the 
input  of  those  who  know  intimately  what  is 
needed. 

Meanwhile,  several  of  us  SSTers  meet  to 
hammer  out  a  statement  to  Larry  Kessler, 
via  Patrick,  to  the  Steering  Committee  of 
AIDS  Action  about  the  need  to  address 
AIDS  in  political  context  across  agendas.  As 
much  as  AAC  tries  to  battle  AIDS  as  a  single 
issue  organization,  the  reality  is  AIDS  is  not 
a  single-issue  phenomenon.  At  the  intersec¬ 
tion  of  sex,  drugs,  “isms”  and  death,  the 
AIDS  epidemic  is  a  paradigm  for  much  in 
this  society.  There  are  also  continuing 
debates  about  how  to  represent  the  growing 
community  of  persons  at  risk  and  about 
AAC  events  that  feature  Governor  Michael 
Dukakis  (proponent  of  a  homophobic 
foster  care  policy)  and  reflect  pricetags  out 
of  range  for  some  volunteers  and  other 
members  of  the  community. 

■ 

At  the  same  time,  I  am  still  reading  Cindy 
Patton’s  book  on  AIDS,  which  came  out  in 
December  of  ’85.  Sex  and  Germs  articulates 
many  of  the  feelings  of  AIDS  activists  and 
it’s  penned  by  none  other  than  a  former 
Boston  AIDS  Action  Committee  (AAC) 
Steering  Committee  member,  then  co-editor 
of  the  lesbian  sex  magazine  Bad  Attitude, 
and  a  sometime-emergency  medical  techni¬ 
cian.  Patton  puts  AIDS  organizing  in  a  con¬ 
text  apart  from  many  grassroots  issue- 
oriented  groups.  She  notes  the  reactive, 
crisis-oriented  birthing  of  AIDS  groups  in 
this  country  and  their  predominantly  white, 
middle-upper  class,  gay  male  composition. 
Thus,  she  points  out,  sexism,  classism, 
and  racism  fester  within  the  very  organiza¬ 
tions  aimed  at  serving  people  with  AIDS  and 
those  at  risk.  This  means  people  of  color, 
women,  lesbians,  and  IV-drug  users  are 
often  neither  reached  by  nor  willing  to  get 
involved  with  AIDS  groups. 

Some  of  the  men  I’ve  met  assumed  the 
Reagan  Administration  would  pour  money 

Continued  on  page  7 
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CHILTERN 

MOUNTAIN  CLUB 
An  outdoor  recreational  club 
sponsored  by  New  England  area 
lesbians  and  gay  men.  For  further 
information,  please  write. 

P.O.  Box  407g  Boston,  MA 

Michael  10th  Year  Anniversary 

787-0428 


Kitty 

282-6437 


JOHN  GRAVES 
PhD. 

13  Years  Gay  Affirmative  Counseling 
for  the  Community 


Phone 

(617) 

266-20' 
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42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON.  MA  02215 


“INTOXI¬ 

CATING!” 

— Arthur  Friedman, 
Boston  Herald 

“HILARIOUS!” 

—John  Engitrom, 
Boston  ©k>bo 


“PUNCH, 

PIZZAZZ, 

SMASHING 

MATERIAL!” 

— Joyce  Kulhawlk, 
WB2-TV 


M  1/  S  /  C 


Specialists  in 
Women  Artists  and 
Acoustic  Style  Music 


VIDEO 


Special  Video  Listings: 
Women  in  Cinema, 
Gay  Themes 
in  Film 


ARBORWAY 
VIDEO  &  SOUND 

55  South  St.,  Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130  •  522-1429 
Hours:  Mon-Sat  10-9,  Sun  12-9 


GRAPHIC  DESIGN 
TYPESETTING 
PRINTING 


10  Magazine  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(Magazine  and  Green  Streets,  Central  Square) 


The  Law  Offices  of 

David  R.  Lund  & 
Associates,  P.C. 

David  R.  Lund,  Janice  Platner, 
Barbara  Macy,  Michael  F.  Harrington 

Criminal  Defense  •  Estate  Planning  • 
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—  A  new  comedy  by  John  Waters 

Hairspray 


Get  Back  to  Your  Roots! 
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Demonstration  against  Mass.  Governor  Michael 
Dukakis's  homophobic  foster  care  policy,  Boston. 


Agendas 

Continued  from  page  6 

into  AIDS  (after  all,  it  is  the  number  one 
public  health  priority).  They’ve  been  shock¬ 
ed  by  the  lack  of  concern  and  by  the  often 
vitriolic  homophobia  offered  instead.  To 
use  a  strong  word,  their  very  entitlement 
fuels  their  rage,  a  sharp  contrast  to  activists 
working  in  other  liberation  movements. 

I  am  surprised,  given  her  wide  experience, 
that  Patton  doesn’t  specifically  address  the 
divisiveness  the  epidemic  has  brought  to  the 
“lesbian/gay  community”  and  the 
“women’s  community”  (paradoxic  and 
loaded  terms  in  themselves).  As  far  as  I  can 
see,  lesbians’  relationship  to  the  AIDS 
epidemic  has  been  almost  totally  negated. 
We  are  called  the  “lowest  risk  group”  for 
AIDS  as  if  we  are  somehow  immune,  or 
unaffected  or  homogeneous.  The  Centers 
for  Disease  Control  keep  no  statistics  on  us; 
therefore,  we’re  safe  and  we  don’t  exist. 
Lesbians  and  IV-drug-using  women  who  are 
PWAs  are  placed  in  desexualizing  statistical 
groupings  —  they  are  junkies,  not 
heterosexuals,  bisexuals  or  lesbians. 

In  addition,  many  of  the  women  who 
have  AIDS  have  little  access  to  informed 
health  providers,  so  they  may  go  under¬ 
reported.  The  little  research  that  has  been 
done  on  women  and  AIDS  focuses  on 
women  as  vehicles  for  transmission:  pro¬ 
stitutes  were  called  “vectors  of  transmis¬ 
sion”  at  the  international  AIDS  conference 
and  mothers  have  been  called  “vessels  of 
transmission”  to  innocent  children. 

Yet,  even  the  statistics  we  do  have  show 
that  women  comprise  the  fastest  growing 
group  of  people  with  AIDS.  Women  are 
also  among  the  primary  caretakers  of  people 
with  AIDS  and  lesbians  are  deeply  affected 
by  the  homophobia  surrounding  the 
disease. 

Ironically,  some  within  the  women’s  com¬ 
munity  also  argue  that  AIDS  is  not  a 
women’s  issue.  There  is  even  the  accusation 
that  women  working  on  AIDS  do  so  at  the 
expense  of  women’s  causes  or  in  service  to 
patriarchy.  At  the  same  time,  many  lesbians 
—  including  AIDS  activists  —  wonder 
whether  gay  men  would  rally  financial  and 
other  support  for  their  “gay  sisters”  if 
AIDS  were  indeed  affecting  us  to  the  extent 
it  has  gay  and  bisexual  men. 

■ 

In  Boston,  the  SSTers  at  AAC  decide  to 
take  on  a  number  of  issues.  In  early 
February  of  ’86,  I  type  up  our  statement.  I 
have  already  spoken  privately  with  Larry 
and  now  four  of  us  go  on  record:  John, 
Katie,  Paul-David  and  I.  (See  letter,  p.  10.) 
Others,  including  some  on  staff,  voice  sup¬ 
port.  Larry  agrees  to  meet  with  us.  Paul- 
David  is  not  present  and  David  Aronstein 
sits  in  at  Larry’s  behest.  We  present  our 
case.  On  the  subject  of  the  Governor’s 
homophobic  foster  care  policy,  we  are  told 
Steering  believes  it  is  not  in  the  interest  of 
AAC  or  the  people  we  serve  to  take  a  stand. 

I  argue  not  making  any  statement  amounts 
to  “taking  a  stand.”  Katie  cautions  me  on 
my  “confrontational”  tactics  later.  Angry, 

I  tell  her  confrontation  is  sometimes 
necessary.  Besides,  I  have  proven  by  work 
and  energy  how  committed  I  am  to  people 
with  AIDS  and  at  risk  and  the  work  of 
AAC. 

■ 

In  March,  William  Buckley  pens  his  in¬ 
famous  column  calling  for  tattooing  “AIDS 
carriers”  and  there  is  more  than  talk  about 
mandatory  testing  in  the  military,  of  im¬ 
migrants  and  for  prisoners.  Frontline  on 
PBS  finally  decides  to  take  on  AIDS.  The 


report  is  exploitive,  featuring  a  Black  gay 
man  who  is  homeless,  has  AIDS,  and  hustles 
for  survival.  The  film  crew  doesn’t  make 
any  attempts  to  direct  him  to  services, 
though.  Officials  are  trying  to  quarantine 
him  and  he  seems  to  be  suffering  from  CNS 
(Central  Nervous  System  damage).  Activists 
protest  the  television  showing  around  the 
country.  Public  Image  Limited’s  refrain 
“Anger  is  an  energy”  from  their  anthem 
“Rise”  plays  repeatedly  in  my  mind. 

■ 

John  and  I  decide  to  organize  about 
AIDS  politics  outside  AAC  in  an  attempt  to 
appeal  to  a  larger  constituency.  Letters  and 
notices  are  sent  out  for  our  first  forum  on 
the  politics  of  AIDS;  Kevin  Cathcart  of  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Advocates  and  Defenders 
(GLAD)  agrees  to  speak.  Some  twenty  men 
and  I  meet.  I’m  disappointed  no  women  and 
no  press  come,  pleased  to  see  Michael  and 
Alan  present  and  vocal.  There  is  one  man 
of  color,  who  has  been  in  prison  and ‘is  the 
only  non-AAC-affiliated  person.  My  friend 
Mary,  a  Northeastern  Law  student  (who  is 
straight)  comes  into  the  room  and  promptly 
leaves,  “overwhelmed”  by  the  men. 

Cathcart  discusses  the  groundwork  being 
laid  for  military  testing,  insurance 
discrimination  and  redlining  gay 
neighborhoods.  It  is  not  an  optimistic 
report.  Several  men  speak  articulately  about 
the  politics  of  treatment  protocols.  Others, 
including  Andrew,  a  former  buddy  and  now 
an  advocate  on  staff,  and  Dmitri  from  SST, 
talk  about  the  sense  of  futility  and  depres¬ 
sion.  Five  people  attend  the  next  meeting. 
Eventually,  John  and  I  and  Dan,  his  friend 
who’s  joined  us,  give  up  on  a  formal  “AIDS 
Political  Front.”  Thus  far,  everything  Kevin 
has  discussed,  short  of  quarantine,  has  occ- 
cured. 

■ 

It’s  another  all-day  Saturday  meeting  of  Client 
Services  and  I  am  representing  Basic  Services 
Team  (BST).  We  are  brainstorming  task 
forces  for  groups  needing  specific  attention. 
IV-drug  users,  people  with  ARC,  the 
homeless....  Someone  says  children, 
another,  women.  David  says  women  and 
children  and  begins  to  write  as  if  it  is  one 
task  force.  Marcia  objects,  as  do  I.  We  make 
a  case  for  two  separate  task  forces.  For  one 
thing,  all  women  don’t  have  kids. 

■ 

Saturday  at  AAC  and  we  are  interviewing 
the  last  few  candidates  for  the  next  SST 
training.  Tim,  Patrick  and  I  have  just  finish¬ 
ed  interviewing  Ken,  who  is  part  of  the  nas¬ 
cent  Rhode  Island  Project  AIDS 
(RIPAIDS). 

Gail,  another  staffer  at  AAC,  calls  me  in¬ 
to  a  nearby  office.  Thom,  the  lover  of  a  man 
I  had  been  buddies  with  (Charlie),  is  in  in¬ 
tensive  care  at  Mass.  General.  I  had  no  idea 
Thom  was  sick.  He  is  allowed  no  visitors.  I 
contact  Jason  and  Bob,  who  are  lovers  and 
used  to  be  Charlie’s  roomates,  asking  them 
to  let  me  know  when  the  memorial  will  be. 
I’ve  been  thinking  of  them  lately  because  it 
was  last  year  around  this  time  that  Thom’s 
beloved  Charlie  died. 

The  memorial  invitation  this  spring  is 
lavender. 

■ 

I  receive  the  winter  issue  of  On  Our 
Backs.  Given  how  often  we  lesbians  deny 
our  sexuality  in  service  of  progressive 
causes,  a  subscription  is  one  small  measure 
of  resisitance.  There  is  an  article  on  lesbians 
and  AIDS.  Reading  through  the  safe  sex 
guidelines,  I’m  jolted  by  a  reference  to 
menstrual  blood.  Of  course.  It  hadn’t  even 
occurred  to  me  and  I’ve  been  doing  this 
work  for  years.  Hurriedly,  I  make  copies  for 
Patrick,  Anne  (AAC’s  Health  Education 
Director)  and  Marcia,  then  write  the 
magazine  to  thank  them  and  request  reprint 
permission. 

In  May,  off  our  backs  finally  runs 
something  on  women  and  AIDS,  declining 
to  publish  the  On  Our  Backs  guidelines 
because  they  deem  them  “too  vague  and 
broad  to  be  useful.”  I’m  angry  because 
there  is  so  little  information  out  there.  At 
AAC’s  Mental  Health  and  AIDS  conference 
I  attend  local  physician  and  activist  P.  Clay 
Stephens’  workshop  on  Women  and  AIDS. 
I’m  pleased  to  meet  another  sex-positive 
feminist  doing  AIDS  work.  She  hands  out 
the  On  Our  Backs  guidelines. 

■ 

I  go  to  the  Steering  Committee  in  April 
with  a  formal  request  for  Basic  Services 
representation  on  the  board.  I’ve  been  told 
there  may  be  objections  because  there  are 
now  so  many  AAC  subcommittees  repre¬ 
sented;  staff  is  approaching  20  people  and 
the  volunteer  pool  is  over  500.  As  chair  of 
the  BST  planning  group  I’ve  already  been 
Continued  on  page  10 
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/osephine  Baker:  From  the  1920s  to  her 
death  in  1975,  her  very  name  conjured  up 
a  kaleidoscope  of  images  for  both  Blacks 
and  whites  on  both  sides  of  the 
Atlantic.  But  of  all  those  images  —  from  the 
ardent  civil  rights  activist  who  broke  the  col¬ 
or  line  in  many  major  American  night  spots 
and  who  would  not  perform  unless  the  staff 
was  integrated,  to  the  woman  who,  inex¬ 
plicably,  supported  Mussolini’s  invasion  of 
Ethiopia,  to  the  flamboyant  spy  for  the 
French  Resistance  —  the  most  endearing 
was  that  of  “La  Bakaire’’:  the  star  of  the 
Folies  Bergeres  and  the  toast  of  1920s  Paris. 

In  her  1 926  Folies  Bergeres  opening  Baker 
appeared  nude  except  for  a  festoon  of 
bananas  and  danced  the  Charleston  on  a 
mirrored  stage.  Audiences  went  wild  and 
within  a  week  millions  of  “La  Bakaire” 
dolls  were  sold  on  the  streets  of  Paris.  Her 
tall,  athletic,  androgynous  body,  usually 
clothed  in  extravagant  designer  costumes, 
epitomized  to  the  French  both  the  freedom 
of  the  “primitive”  and  the  height  of 
sophistication. 

Known  for  her  sense  of  style,  her  energy 
and  the  pet  cheetah  she  walked  on  a  leash. 
Baker  became  the  darling  of  the  American 
expatriates  and  intellectuals  and  fit  neatly, 
and  appropriately,  into  largely  lesbian  and 
gay  social  and  literary  circles.  She  dined  with 
Colette,  Jean  Cocteau,  Hemingway  and 
Einstein.  She  was  painted  by  Picasso,  drawn 
by  Alexander  Calder  and  idolized  by 
everyone  from  Proust  to  Janet  Flanner  to 
Gertrude  Stein  to  Cole  Porter. 

For  American  Blacks  she  became  a  fairy 
tale  figure  and  a  kind  of  beacon  of  possibili¬ 
ty:  she  was  the  little  girl  who  got  away, 
discovering  a  country  that  praised  her  for 
her  dark  skin  and  her  home  grown  Black 
American  talents. 

Last  Friday,  on  the  19th  of  February,  the 
Brattle  Theater  in  Cambridge,  Mass, 
showed  rare  archival  footage  of  Josephine 
Baker.  The  fact  that  both  shows  were  sold 
out  proved  there  is  still  substantial  interest 
in  “La  Bakaire”  —  quite  amazing  given  the 
scant  attention  paid  to  Baker’s  legacy  in  the 
years  since  her  death.  Older  Black  readers 
of  Ebony  and  Jet  probably  remember  her 
civil  rights  work  in  the  1950s  but  for  younger 
people  she  remains  a  figure  from  the  dim 
and  distant  past.  The  film  footage,  newly 
and  beautifully  restored  by  the  George 
Eastman  House,  featured  two  silent  clips  of 
her  Folies  act  as  well  as  25  newly  discovered 
minutes  of  a  1927  film.  Siren  of  the  Tropics. 
But  the  best  treat  of  the  evening  was  the 
1935  film  Princess  Tam  Tam.  a  musical  that 
featured  Baker  as  a  Tunisian  shepherdess 
who  becomes  the  hit  of  Parisian  society. 
Baker  was  dynamic  in  all  of  the  clips  — 
especially  an  intoxicating  musical  number  in 
Tam  Tam  that  presented  the  essence  of  her 
magnetic  personality  and  incredible  charm 
—  but  what  the  Brattle  audience  saw  was 
only  a  small  portion  of  the  talent,  and  the 
legend,  of  Josephine  Baker. 

While  these  few  film  moments  do  not 
perpetuate  the  myth  of  the  camp  diva  strad¬ 
dling  the  adorable  and  the  ridiculous,  the 
complexity  of  the  woman  and  the  complex¬ 
ity  of  the  age  in  which  she  lived  was  missing. 
Audiences  coming  away  from  the  Brattle 
shows  can  appreciate  Baker’s  immense 
talents,  but  will  not  know  how  important 
she  was  to  the  history  of  performing,  what 
she  meant  to  the  struggle  for  an  autonomous 
Black  identity  in  this  century,  or  how  she  fit 
into  the  history  of  gay  life  and  gay  sensibili¬ 
ty. 

The  trouble  with  finding  the  “real” 
Josephine  Baker  is  that  almost  none  of  the 
sources  are  totally  trustworthy.  Black 
history,  gay  history,  even  cultural  history,  is 
a  low  priority  for  most  publishers.  What  is 
written  —  memoirs,  facile  pop  chronicles, 
personal  accounts  —  are  selective  and  mar¬ 
red  by  racial  or  sexual  prejudice.  Heterosex¬ 
ual  bias  reigns  supreme  when  writing  com¬ 
plimentary  biographies,  and  when  dealing 
with  the  lives  of  Black  performers  there  is  a 


double  problem.  White  historians,  to  a  large 
degree,  will  only  deal  with  Black  history 
when  it  illustrates  a  point  in  -“white 
history.”  In  the  lives  of  Americans  in  1920s 
Paris,  Josephine  Baker  is  a  footnote  to  the 
careers  of  Hemingway  and  Fitzgerald.  And 
many  times,  when  Black  historians  have 
unearthed  the  enormous  details  and  lives  of 
a  suppressed  Black  heritage,  they  do  not  deal 
with  any  facets  of  lives  that  were  lesbian  or 
gay.  Even  Baker’s  own  piecemeal  memoirs 
in  Josephine  jumble  fact  with  public  rela¬ 
tions.  Only  recently  have  the  lesbian  lives  of 
such  great  Black  performers  and  artists  as 
Bessie  Smith,  Billie  Holiday,  Alberta 
Hunter,  Ethel  Waters,  Bricktop  (Ada 
Smith)  and  Mabel  Mercer  come  to  light. 
Although  Baker  was  married  four  times  (we 
don’t  know  the  name  of  her  first  husband) 
and  was  noted  for  some  heterosexual  af¬ 
fairs,  she  was  also  clearly  involved  with 
women  and  had  a  profound  affect  upon  a 
then  clearly  emerging  twentieth  century  gay 
sensibility  and  culture. 

The  basic  facts  of  Baker’s  life  are  known, 
although  they  have  been  embroidered  upon 
in  some  cases.  Born  in  St.  Louis  in  1906,  her 
early  years  were  spent  in  poverty.  She  toured 
with  Black  vaudevillle  troupes  until  she 
made  it  to  the  chorus  line  in  such  all-Black 
Broadway  shows  as  Shuffle  Along  and 
Chocolate  Dandies.  In  an  age  when  Black 
chorines  were  expected  to  be  very  light  skin¬ 
ned  —  they  were  called  cafe-au-lait  cuties  — 
Baker  was  too  dark  to  be  a  leading  lady.  In  a 
time  when  plump  was  considered  more  at¬ 
tractive  than  thin,  her  tall,  angular  body 
made  her  more  of  a  comic  then  a  show  girl. 
In  these  early  shows  she  did  comic  dances 
and  stereotypical  “pickaninny”  routines. 
She  was  at  war  with  the  then  reigning  Black 
diva  Ethel  Waters  who  resented  all  of  the  at¬ 
tention  Baker  was  getting  in  her  show.  The 
big  break  came  in  1925  when  Baker  was  in¬ 
vited  to  France  to  play  in  La  Revue  Negre , 
an  all-Black  musical  revue  which  would  be 
the  first  to  introduce  the  American  Roaring 
Twenties  and  Black  American  jazz  (which 
the  French  called  Le  Jazz  Hot)  to  Paris.  Les¬ 
bian  journalist  Janet  Flanner  (who  wrote 
under  the  name  Genet)  noted  in  The  New 
Yorker. 

She  made  her  entry  entirely  nude  except 
for  a  pink  flamingo  feather  between  her 
limbs;  she  was  being  carried  upside  down 
and  doing  the  split  on  the  the  shoulder  of  a 
black  giant.  Midstage  he  paused,  and  with 
his  long  fingers  holding  her  basketwise 
around  the  waist,  swung  her  in  a  slow  cart¬ 
wheel  to  the  stage  floor,  where  she  stood 
like  his  magnificent  discarded  burden,  in 
an  instant  of  complete  silence.  A  scream  of 
salutation  spread  through  the  theater. 

Within  four  years  she  had  moved  from  third 
rate  vaudeville  to  the  sensation  of  all 
Europe. 

From  La  Revue  Negre  she  became  the  star 
of  the  Folies  Bergeres.  During  the  next  years 
she  travelled  all  over  Eurpoe  with  her  own 
shows.  She  defied  local  Berlin  authorities 
(the  Nazis  were  gaining  power  and  wanted 
to  ban  all  Black  performers)  and  danced  and 
sang  yats  (what  the  Germans  called  jazz)  to 
crowded  nightclubs  and  theaters.  She 
almost  single-handedly  brought  Black 
American  culture  to  Europe,  putting 
Harlem  on  the  map  of  the  world,  and  paved 
the  way  for  other  Black  performers  who 
could  not  work  at  home.  For  many  Black 
Americans,  Baker  represented  nothing  less 
than  success:  she  was  worth  over  a  million 
dollars  in  the  late  '20s,  she  was  not  ashamed 
of  her  color  or  her  sexuality  or  her  talent  and 
she  was  not  afraid  of  making  white  au¬ 
diences  admit  they  loved  her.  At  the  same 
time.  Baker’s  success  was  not  without  its 
dilemmas;  it  was  no  accident  that  in  the 
minds  of  her  European  audience,  the 
easygoing  sexuality  of  “La  Bakaire”  was  in¬ 
timately  connected  to  her  Blackness. 

During  the  1930s,  Baker  produced  herself 
in  several  movies,  wrote  four  autobio¬ 
graphies  and  an  autobiographical  novel.  She 
was  literally  a  household  word  around  the 


world.  She  returned  to  New  York  to  be  in 
the  Ziegfeld  Follies  but  was  disappointed 
that  Fanny  Brice  was  the  star  and  that  many 
white  Americans,  resentful  of  her  European 
success,  did  not  welcome  her  with  open 
arms.  She  was  also  confronted  with  a  racial 
prejudice  she  had  not  had  to  deal  with  in 
France.  The  experience  caused  her  to 
become  more  identified  as  a  European  and 
more  eager  to  fight  race  hatred  both  in  the 
U.S.  and  abroad.  In  1935,  however,  Baker’s 
apparent  infatuation  with  Mussolini  led  her 
to  support  his  invasion  of  Ethiopia.  This 
mis-directed  hero  worship  was  to  cost  her 
some  support  in  the  Black  community  in  her 
own  country. 

Baker  did  an  about-face  when  the  Ger¬ 
mans  invaded  France.  Ready  to  defend  her 
adopted  country,  she  joined  the  Resistance 
when  many  French  artists  and  stars  —  in¬ 
cluding  Cocteau,  Maurice  Chevalier,  and 
Danielle  Darrieux  —  were  cooperating  with 
the  Nazis.  Josephine  had  even  more  to 
worry  about  since  she  had  converted  to 
Judaism  when  she  married  Jean  Lion  several 
years  earlier  and  carried  a  book  of  Hebrew 
prayers  with  her.  (And  don’t  think  she 
would  have  been  protected  as  an  American 
citizen:  Black  jazz  artist  Valaida  Snow  spent 
a  year  and  a  half  in  a  concentration  camp 
during  the  war  and  almost  died  before  she 
was  released.)  Baker  spent  the  war  enter¬ 
taining  the  Allied  troops  and  transporting 
secret  information  behind  the  lines.  After 
the  war  she  was  awarded  the  Legion  d’Hon- 
neur  and  the  Medal  of  the  Resistance  with 
Rosette. 

In  her  mid-40s.  Baker  continued  to  per¬ 
form  and  also  bought  a  castle  in  the  French 
countryside.  She  hoped  to  make  it  into  a 
tourist  attraction  and  a  home  for  the  14 
children  she  was  going  to  adopt  —  all  from 
different  countries,  she  called  them  her 
Rainbow  Tribe.  She  also  married 
bandleader  Jo  Bouillon  (who  was  probably 
gay)  to  help  her  with  her  career  and  to  be  a 
father  to  the  household.  It  was  during  her 
1948  American  tour  that  Baker  began 
speaking  out  vehemently  against  racism  in 
the  United  States.  She  was  refused  reserva¬ 
tions  in  36  New  York  hotels  because  of  her 
color.  She  even  dressed  in  old  clothes  and 
travelled  in  the  South  to  experience 
American  racism  firsthand  as  a  poor  Black 
woman. 

During  her  1951  tour  she  made  her  most 
prominent  strike  against  racism.  She  allign- 
ed  herself  with  the  newsmaking  civil  rights 
cases  of  Willie  McGee,  who  was  accused  of 
raping  a  white  woman,  and  of  the  “Trenton 
Six,”  six  Black  men  accused  of  murdering  a 
white  store  owner.  Baker  refused  to  play  any 
theater  or  hotel  that  was  not  integrated,  and 
worked  with  the  NAACP  to  expose  racism 
and  civil  rights  violations  across  the  coun¬ 
try.  When  she  was  refused  service  at  the  ex¬ 
clusive  New  York  Stork  Club,  she  brought 
suit  and  garnered  so  much  publicity  that 
even  some  Black  leaders  were  unwilling  to 
support  her.  Black  civil  rights  leaders  also 
believed  that  her  anti-Americanism  would 
be  held  against  the  movement  and  felt  that 
her  defense  of  France  —  which  had  colonies 
in  Algeria  and  other  African  countries  — 
was  somewhat  shortsighted  and  dis¬ 
ingenuous.  These  fights  were  renewed  a  year 
later  when,  during  a  visit  to  Argentina  she 
became  —  in  a  repeat  of  her  Mussolini  en¬ 
dorsement  —  a  supporter  of  the  fascist  Juan 
Peron.  Seeing  him  as  a  populist  (and  ignor¬ 
ing  the  fact  that  he  was  a  corrupt,  anti¬ 
democratic  populist)  Baker  spent  time  and 
publicity  defending  the  dictator  and  attack¬ 
ing  the  United  States. 

Returning  to  her  home  in  France,  Baker 
lived  the  next  years  of  her  life  scraping 
together  enough  money  to  live.  She  per¬ 
formed  when  she  could,  had  several  come¬ 
backs  —  all  of  which  were  successful,  even 
in  New  York  —  but  never  really  exhibited 
her  earlier  drive.  She  died  five  days  after  she 
opened  again  in  Paris  to  celebrate  her  50 
years  in  show  business  at  the  age  of  69.  Her 
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funeral  —  a  state  affair  —  was  the  largest 
that  Paris  had  ever  seen.  She  was  buried  in 
Monaco. 

In  a  world  which  has  grown  considerably 
smaller  because  of  television,  film  and  better 
print  coverage,  it  is  hard  to  think  of  Paris  as 
being  a  whole  other  world.  But  for  the 
American  expatriots  of  the  ’20s  it 
represented  an  almost  unimaginable 
freedom  to  be  whatever  they  wanted. 
“When  good  Americans  die,”  noted  Oscar 
Wilde,  “they  go  to  Paris.”  “And  bad 
Americans?”  asked  a  friend.  “Oh,  they  go 
back  to  America,”  responded  Wilde. 

It  was  true  that  Paris  represented  —  and 
delivered  —  more  freedom  than  Americans 
thought  possible.  And  a  great  deal  of  that 
freedom  had  to  do  with  being  sexual.  It 
would  be  an  overstatement  to  say  that  Paris 
was  a  safe  haven  for  homosexuals;  Parisian 
society  had  its  share  of  homophobia  as  well 
as  a  strong  streak  of  anti-semitism.  But  cer¬ 
tainly  many  Americans  felt  freer  to  be 
themselves  in  the  city  of  lights  than  back  in 
New  York,  San  Francisco  or  Cleveland.  The 
literary  set  in  Paris  was  known  for  its  strong, 
and  influential  lesbian  enclave,  all  trans¬ 
ported  from  the  U.S.;  Renee  Vivien,  Djuna 
Barnes,  Natalie  Barney,  Margaret  Ander¬ 
son,  Janet  Flanner,  Hilda  Doolittle  and 
Bryher  (Winifred  Ellerman),  Jane  Heap  — 
not  to  mention  Gertrude  and  Alice.  Gay 
men  such  as  Cole  Porter,  Carl  Van  Vechten, 
Robert  McAlmon,  as  well  as  other  writers 
and  artists  found  life  in  Paris  more  bearable. 
(Some  twenty  years  later,  Paul  Robeson, 
Richard  Wright,  and  James  Baldwin  would 
also  find  a  home  in  France.)  In  addition, 
there  was  a  strong  contingent  of  socialites 
such  as  Lucius  Beebe,  Elsie  de  Wolf,  Elsa 
Maxwell,  Libby  Holman,  (all  homosexuals) 
who  used  Paris,  and  fashionable  French 
summer  resorts  as  their  hangouts.  (There 
were,  of  course,  even  more  heterosexual  ex¬ 
patriots,  but  they  get  enough  press.) 

The  Paris  of  the  1920s  was  bent  upon  be¬ 
ing  bright  and  new.  Old  taboos  of  every  kind 
were  to  be  shed  for  a  fresh  approach  to 
civilization.  Not  only  was  sexuality  freer, 
but  the  “new  woman”  was  to  be  admired, 
formal  literature  was  to  be  discarded  for  ex¬ 
perimental  works  and  music  was  to  return  to 
the  more  natural  —  “primitive,”  as  they 
would  say  —  beat  of  jazz.  It  was  not  coin¬ 
cidental  that  both  the  Parisian  Americans, 
and  the  native  Parisians  themselves,  were  ar¬ 
dent  fans  of  Black  American  culture.  The 
singer  Bricktop  opened  what  was  to  be  the 
most  popular  club  in  all  of  the  city.  She 
featured  “American”  atmosphere  and  jazz. 
At  one  point  —  early  on  —  she  employed 
newly  emerging  poet  Langston  Hughes  as  a 
dishwasher,  and  other  Black  Americans 
knew  that  they  could  count  on  her  to  help 
them  get  settled  in  their  new  city. 

There  was,  of  course,  a  double  edge  to  all 
of  this  for  Blacks.  Baker’s  case  is  especially 
clear.  The  whites  who  idolized  her  for  her 
dark  skin  and  for  her  high  energy  were  also 
reinforcing  an  “otherness”  always  at  the 
root  of  racial  prejudice.  Baker  was  the 
“primitive,”  the  “native”  who  was  closer 
to  real  feelings  and  to  the  earth  than  the 
more  “civilized”  whites. 

Not  everyone  believed  Baker  was 
“naturally”  what  she  was  perceived  to  be. 
American  dance  critic  Arnold  Haskell  wrote 
in  The  Dancing  Times  that  Baker  “always 
seems  to  be  playing  up  to  what  the  public 
wants  the  Negro  to  be.”  In  fact,  that  may 
have  been  somewhat  the  case  —  Baker  was 
nobody’s  fool.  At  the  same  time,  when  ask¬ 
ed  by  a  hostile  news  reporter  what  her  manic 
dancing  actually  meant,  she  replied,  “It 
represents  slavery,  discrimination,  and 
liberation.  All  of  it  is  there  in  the  songs  and 
the  dances.” 

While  her  race  —  and  talent  —  made 
Josephine  Baker  a  hit,  another  factor  con¬ 
tributed  to  her  success  as  well.  Perceptions 
of  gender  were  breaking  down  —  both  in 
Europe  and  America  —  and  her  almost- 
boyish  body  hit  a  note  of  androgyny  that 


was  coming  into  vogue.  You  could  see  it  in 
the  films  of  Garbo  and  Dietrich  —  the  latter, 
along  with  Baker  even  sported  men’s  tux¬ 
edoes  in  public  and  in  some  of  their  stage 
roles.  The  Baker  sexuality  was  at  once  tradi¬ 
tionally  male  in  that  it  was  open  and 
aggressive,  and  stereotypically  female  in  its 
coyness  and  desire  to  please.  She  was  a 
strong  woman,  and  a  fragile,  sensitive  man 
combined  into  one:  a  sure  hit  in  a  city  that 
valued  the  unique  and  the  exotic  as  well  as 
the  erotic.  (It  is  no  surpise  that  one  of 
Baker’s  co -Folies  workers  was  a  Texas- 
born  youth  named  Vander  Clyde  who  came 
to  Paris  as  an  aerialist  —  in  drag,  and  known 
as  Barbette.  He  was  the  rage  of  Paris  for 
several  years,  and  championed  by  Cocteau, 
became  involved  in  the  same  intellectual  sets 
as  Baker  did.) 

To  claim  that  Josephine  Baker  was  sexy 
was  a  serious  underestimation.  She  had 
what  Elinor  Glyn,  the  English  novelist 
transplanted  to  Hollywood,  termed  “It.”  But 
even  more  importantly  Baker  knew  what  to 
do  with  it.  Like  all  great  performers  she 
knew  how  to  promote  herself  to  her  public. 
This  is  not  to  say  that  her  public  and  stage 
images  were  honest  —  they  would  have  to  be 
somewhat  real  to  come  across  so  potently  — 
but  her  personas  were  not  without  some 
careful  planning. 

And  lesbianism  was  not  exactly  part  of 
the  plan,  although  it  was  certainly  part  of 
her  life.  Baker’s  four  husbands  range  from 
the  unknown,  to  Willie  Baker,  who  spent 
only  a  short  time  with  her,  to  a  wealthy 
French  man  who  seemed  part  son  and  part 
playmate,  to  a  last  mate  of  convenience. 
And  she  came  out  of  a  Black  musical  tradi¬ 
tion  of  vaudeville,  travelling  shows  and  gigs 
in  saloons  and  whorehouses  that  seemed  to 
foster  lesbianism;  it  was  the  tradition  of 
Ethel  Waters,  Alberta  Hunter  and  Bricktop. 
Baker’s  relationships  in  Paris  certainly  in¬ 
cluded  a  lot  of  flirting,  and  perhaps  en¬ 
counters  with  such  notables  as  Colette  (who 
would  write  her  love  letters  on  doilies)  and 
the  Countess  Anna  deNoailles.  In  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  her  career  Baker  had  a  very  strong 
relationship  with  Caroline  Dudley,  the 
woman  who  produced  La  Revue  Negre,  and 
probably  had  a  sexual  relationship  with 
blues  singer  Clara  Smith.  The  Broadway  ac¬ 
tress  and  singer  Libby  Holman  —  who 
counted  among  her  lovers  Jeanne  Eagles, 
Blanche  Yurka  and  Louisa  Du  Pont 
Carpenter  Janney  —  pursued  Baker  for 
years  and  wanted  to  do  a  play  based  upon 
her  life.  It  is  commonly  said  (in  Holman 
biographies,  not  Baker’s)  that  they  were 
lovers.  (And,  commentators  on  nightlife  in 
Berlin  note  that  Baker  was  known  for  les¬ 
bian  affairs  and  flirtations  —  as  well  as 
heavy  making  out  —  at  parties.  Others 
dismiss  this  as  self-promotion  or  scandalous 
rumor.) 

Still  other  writers  argue  that  Baker  was 
married  to  her  career  and  that  her  sexuality 
—  especially  her  homosexuality  —  is  beside 
the  point.  But  this  is  what  they  always  say 
when  they  want  to  discount  lesbianism.  Cer¬ 
tainly  her  career  cannot  be  separated  from 
the  woman-identified  Black  American  show 
business  tradition  Baker  came  from. 

Despite  her  success  in  Paris,  Josephine 
Baker  is  a  deeply  Black  American  creation. 
Her  art  was  at  once  a  product  of  her 
background  —  the  Black  vaudeville  circuit 
as  well  as  a  reflection  of  the  dreams  of 
millions  of  Black  Americans.  The  Folies 
Bergeres  with  its  elegance  and  high-flown 
fashion  was  just  one  step  further  up  the  lad¬ 
der  than  many  Black  entertainers  were 
climbing.  Jazz  critic  Stanley  Crouch  notes 
the  importance  of  entertainers  like  Baker  in 
a  piece  about  Billie  Holiday.  He  says  that 
Holiday  was: 

attracted  to  the  elegance  of  the  'thirties 
because  of  the  romantic  elements,  the  lyric 
reinterpretation  of  the  material,  that  was 
so  important  to  the  generation  in  which 
she  emerged.  It  was  almost  as  if  they  were 
creating  an  alternate  set  of  standards  — 


social,  musical  and  personal  —  to  the 
plantation  images  that  were  imposed  upon 
black  artists  by  the  media.  They  refuted 
the  bubble-eyed,  trembling,  stuttering, 
minstrel  figure  with  dignity,  satire  and 
elevated  postures  that  included  the  most 
immaculate  dress,  providing  panoramas 
of  sophistication  giving  their  audiences 
images  of  galmour  which  not  only 
answered  those  of  the  silver  screen  but  at 
times  exceeded  them. 

It  should  not  be  forgotten,  however,  that 
even  though  Black  entertainers  like  Holiday 
projected  a  glamorous  image,  they  were  not 
immune  to  everyday  racism,  especially  in  the 
U.S.  At  the  height  of  her  carreer,  Billie  Holi¬ 
day  sported  fur  stoles  and  gardenias  in  her 
hair.  But  once  at  a  sophisticated  New  York 
jazz  club  on  52nd  Street,  a  drunk  sailor  call¬ 
ed  her  “nigger.”  She  smashed  a  beer  bottle 
on  the  table  top  and  the  man  was  removed. 
The  next  day,  when  walking  down  the  street, 
a  friend  asked  how  she  was.  “Well,  I’m  still 
a  nigger,”  was  her  regretful,  ironic  reply. 

One  can  easily  see  why  Baker  would 
become  an  idol  and  fantasy  figure  for 
many  Black  Americans  who  had  less  ability 
than  Holiday  to  escape  daily  injustice. 
Baker  had  elegance  and  charm  — 
but  more  importantly,  power  and  in¬ 
dependence.  And  as  a  celebrity,  and  an  ar¬ 
tist,  she  made  a  real  connection  between 
where  she  came  from  and  where  she  was  go¬ 
ing.  In  the  1933  show  As  Thousands  Cheer, 
Ethel  Waters  sang  “Harlem  on  my  Mind,” 
a  tender,  but  somewhat  chiding  look  at  “La 
Bakaire,”  (Waters  was  her  theatrical  arch¬ 
enemy).  In  it.  Waters,  as  a  thinly-disguised 
version  of  Baker,  sings: 

I’ve  got  Harlem  on  my  mind 
And  I’m  longing  to  get  lowdown 
But  my  Parlez-Vous 
Will  not  ring  true 
With  Harlem  on  my  mind. 

I’ve  been  dined 

And  I’ve  been  wined 

And  I’m  heading  for  a  showdown 

’Cause  I  can’t  go  on 

From  night  till  dawn 

With  Harlem  on  my  mind. 

Listening  to  Baker’s  records  today  it  is 
amazing  to  consider  that  some  of  the  cuts 
were  recorded  almost  60  years  ago.  Her  sing¬ 
ing  has  a  freshness  and  a  vitality  that  we 
assocaite  with  more  contemporary  singers. 
When  you  compare  her  to  other  female 
vocalists  from  the  ’20s  and  ’30s  —  Nora 
Bayes,  Ruth  Etting,  Helen  Morgan  —  her 
high,  thin  voice  is  original.  It  has  a 
playfulness  and  a  depth  that  the  white 
singers  don’t  have.  It  is  not  as  soulful,  or  as 
dramatic  as  Ethel  Water’s  instrument,  but  it 
has  something  else:  a  sense  of  irony,  wit  and 
courage.  This  was  the  woman  who  took  all 
of  Paris  by  storm.  Who  fought  for  the 
Resistance  and  who  wanted  to  see  her 
dedication  to  the  “brotherhood  of  man”  (as 
she  called  it)  reflected  in  her  Rainbow  Tribe. 
Whose  best  instincts  were  guided  by  her 
anger  against  racism  and  prejudice,  even  if 
her  grasp  of  world  politics  allowed  her  to 
make  some  major  mistakes. 

Leaving  the  Brattle  last  Friday  night 
glad  to  have  seen  this  recovered  footage  of 
Josephine  Baker.  But  I  also  felt  sad  because 
so  much  more  is  lost.  Not  only  of  Baker,  but 
of  all  the  other  Black  performers  of  the 
period  —  as  well  as  before  and  after  her. 
The  names  are  myriad  and  almost-unknown 
to  but  a  few:  Ethel  Waters,  Fredi 
Washington,  Nina  Mae  McKinney, 
Adelaide  Hall,  Edna  Thomas,  Florence 
Mills,  June  Richmond.  It  is  the  same  sense 
of  loss  I  feel  when  confronted  with  the 
deaths  of  so  many  gay  male  artists  since 
AIDS  —  and  with  the  enormity  of  all  we  are 
still  to  lose.  Luckily,  programs  like  these  at 
the  Brattle  —  as  well  as  the  PBS  special  this 
month.  Brown  Sugar:  Eighty  Years  of 
A  merica 's  Black  Female  Superstars  —  allow 
us  to  savor  great  artists  like  Josephine 
Baker.  □ 


Baker  in  the  Broadway  Revue  Chocolate  Dandies 
performing  a  “pickaninny"  number,  in  black¬ 
face,  that  was  reminiscent  of  Fanny  Brice’s  Baby 
Snooks  routine.  Black  entertainers  often  ap¬ 
peared  in  blackface,  carrying  on  the  tradition 
started  by  white  minstrel  players. 


The  famous  banana  outfit  modified  for  use  in  the 
1936  Ziegfeld  Follies.  New  York  audiences  were 
not  deemed  "Parisian"  enough  to  see  the  original 
—  which  had  considerably  fewer  bunches. 


At  the  height  of  her  fame  in  the  1930s.  The  easy  grace  and  style,  as  well  as  panache,  can  be  seen  in  this 
publicity  photo.  This  was  the  beginning  of  the  transformation  from  the  wild-legged,  crazy  dancing 
chorus  girl  to  the  more  stylish  and  extravagant  diva  she  would  later  become. 


Baker  in  a  playful  mood  during 
her  early  Paris  days.  You  can 
see  the  evolution  from  comic  to 
glamorous  star;  she  seems 
suprised  and  pleased  —  as  well 
as  somewhat  amused  —  at  her 
new  image. 


Sub-lieutenant  Josephine 
Baker.  During  the  war  she 
worked  for  the  Resistance  and 
carried  secrets  behind  enemy 
lines.  While  many  other 
French  entertainers  col¬ 
laborated  with  the  Occupation 
Baker  felt  it  was  her  duty  to  pay 
back  the  French  for  their  un¬ 
ending  adoration  of  her. 


Baker  celebrated  her  50  years 
in  show  business  with  a  gala 
comeback  in  Paris.  After  a 
thunderous  ovation  at  her  en¬ 
trance  she  quipped  to  the  aud¬ 
ience,  “Not  had  for  68,  eh.“  She 
died  several  days  after  opening 
night. 


Cover  photo  of  Josephine  Baker  taken  by  gay  photographer  Carl  Van  Vechten  at  chet  Criffe,  Paris,  1949 
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ly  as  a  therapist.  Joanne  was  very  endearing 
and  funny  and  looked  lovely  in  her  string  of 
pearls.  She  made  good  points  about  lesbians 
being  women  who  love  women  (not  who 
hate  men)  and  about  how  we’re  people  try¬ 
ing  to  survive  just  like  anyone  else. 

I  have  to  admit,  there  were  some  very  nice 
moments  on  the  show.  At  one  point  the 
camera  pulled  back  and  you  could  see  that 
all  the  panelists  were  holding  hands.  When 
Pat  described  coming  out  to  her  teenage 
daughter  who  hugged  her  and  said,  “Mom, 
I’m  so  glad  you’re  finally  happy,”  I  nearly 
cried  (although  I  have  to  admit  here  that  I 
am  a  first  class  sap).  But  for  the  most  part, 
this  program  was  a  circus.  Oprah  Winfrey 
was  the  perennial  devil’s  advocate,  no  mat¬ 
ter  whom  she  was  talking  to.  “Why  do  you 
look  so  butchy?”  she  asked  from  the  au¬ 
dience.  But  later,  when  a  Black  woman  in 
the  audience  said  “The  first  three  [Sara, 
Pat,  and  Maria]  I  appreciated,  but  you  three 
over  here  got  it  all  wrong,”  Oprah  said 
“Why,  because  they  don’t  behave  like 
you?”  There  were  the  usual  statements  from 
call-in  and  audience  members  of  the  god 
squad,  and  a  whole  bunch  of  run-of-the-mill 
questions  from  callers  and  people  in  the 
studio  who  were  as  curious  as  they  were 
hostile. 

1  was  glad  to  hear  women  on  national  TV 
proclaim  how  much  we  want  each  other 
(although  they  hardly  talked  about  sex).  But 
to  be  honest  with  you,  the  medium  is  still  the 
message,  dykes  or  no  dykes.  Oprah  Winfrey 
sells  a  lot  of  soap.  And  I  still  have  the  flu.  □ 

Agendas 

Continued  from  page  7 

sitting  in  on  Steering  Committee  meetings 
every  two  weeks.  Aside  from  Rhonda,  who 
chairs  Mental  Health  and  is  the  grande  dame 
of  AAC,  the  only  other  subcommittee 
chaired  by  a  woman  is  Wholistic  Therapies 
with  Hara  Klein  as  their  part-time  staffer. 
Brianne  Cornelia,  R.N.,  is  the  new  IV-drug 
health  educator;  the  “Minority  Concerns” 
subcommittee  comes  together  and  is  of¬ 
ficially  sanctioned;  and  Liz  Page  presents 
plans  for  the  upcoming  Walk  for  Life  fund¬ 
raiser.  Basic  Services  is  voted  on  board. 

There  is  talk  more  staff  advocates  for 
PWAs  are  needed  and  discussion  of  the  role 
of  staff  in  a  largely  volunteer  organization. 
I’m  going  to  as  many  as  four  meetings  a 
week  with  SST,  BST  and  Steering.  Friends 
kid  me  I  may  as  well  be  on  staff  and  get  paid 
for  all  the  time  I’m  putting  in  on  top  of 
school  and  work  for  pay.  The  thought  has 
crossed  my  mind.  When  more  staff  advo¬ 
cate  openings  are  foreseen  in  the  next  few 
months,  I  consider  applying  though  it  would 
be  a  job  and  my  second  internship  for  my 
Master’s.  Marcia,  who  has  been  on  BST 
with  me,  is  encouraging.  I  anticipate  some 
of  the  concerns  —  my  politics,  my  mouth. 
But  I  apply,  tell  my  closest  friends,  and  wait 
for  an  interview.  School  ends.  Joe,  formerly 
of  my  pod  and  an  editor  of  the  SST  Express 
newsletter,  calls  and  says  they’d  like  to 
feature  me  as  the  “Do-er’s  Profile”  in  a 
special  “women’s  issue.” 

■ 

A  UCLA  study  and  a  Los  Angeles  Times 
poll  finds  that  the  public  perceives  lesbians 
to  be  in  the  same  “high  risk”  category  for 
AIDS  as  gay  men.  The  non-profit  lesbian 
educational  organization.  Southern  Califor¬ 
nia  Women  for  Understanding  reports  a  na¬ 
tional  insurance  company  is  moving  to 
screen  clients  whose  lifestyles  it  decides  may 
be  at  risk  for  AIDS.  The  profile  of  a  high- 
risk  individual  is  a  single  adult,  between  the 
ages  of  20  and  50,  who  lives  in  a  large 
metropolitan  city.  Specifically,  it  targets 
anyone  who  lives  “an  illicit  lifestyle” 
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and/or  names  someone  other  than  spouse  or 
child  as  beneficiary. 

■ 

Stan,  chair  of  the  Search  Committee, 
Marcia,  Andrew,  Dmitri,  and  Alan  inter¬ 
view  me.  It  is  friendly  and  we  chuckle  when 
I’m  asked  to  describe  why  1  want  to  work 
for  the  AAC.  Alan  asks  me  some  questions 
about  how  I’d  fare  given  my  politics.  I  strive 
to  make  it  clear  my  priority  is  PWAs, 
PWARCs,  those  deemed  infected  and  at 
risk.  I  feel  good  about  the  meeting. 

Dmitri  asks  me  to  list  my  references  and  I 
name  Fred,  my  old  boss.  Then  there’s  my 
supervisor  at  the  hospital,  though  I’m  a  bit 
wary  given  her  hesitation  about  the  prospect 
of  my  second  placement  combined  with  a 
job  and  her  objections  to  my  seeking  an 
alternative  internship  at  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Counseling  Services  (GLCS)  because  “it  will 
limit  career  opportunities.”  Finally,  Peter 
or  Leo  from  the  Committee  know  my  work. 

Allowing  myself  some  optimism,  I  wait  to 
hear. 


Letter  to  AAC 

February  3,  1986 

Larry  Kessler,  Executive  Director 
AIDS  ACTION  COMMITTEE 
and  Patrick  Riggs 
Support  Services  Team  Chair/ 

Representative  to  the  Steering  Committee 
661  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02116 

Dear  Larry  and  Patrick: 

We,  members  of  the  SST/AIDS  Action  Com¬ 
mittee,  feel  the  time  has  come  for  those  of  us  with 
political  feelings  around  AIDS  to  get  together  and 
address  certain  issues  which  face  all  of  us  now, 
have  in  the  past,  and  will  further  down  the  road. 

The  AIDS  Action  Committee  has  a  stated  goal  to 
be  accessible  to  all  people  in  the  community 
regardless  of  racial,  ethnic/cultural  background, 
sexual  preference  (etc.).  At  the  same  time,  we 
need  to  remain  accessible  and  sensitive  to  the 
community  and  to  those  volunteers  who  make  up 
the  backbone  of  the  Committee.  These  are 
predominantly  gay  men,  lesbians  and  straight 
women.  One  element  which  all  three  groups  share 
is  that  of  oppression  in  American  society.  Out  of 
this  experience  a  certain  sensitivity  enables  us  to 
acknowledge  each  other’s  differences  and 
recognize  each  others’  needs  for  support  and 
mutual  respect. 

The  need  for  active  fundraising  and  participation 
in  the  mainstream  is  crucial  to  the  Committee’s 
continuation.  Equally  important  is  active  recruit¬ 
ment  of  volunteers  who  reflect  the  socio¬ 
economic,  racial  and  sexual  make-up  of  the  com¬ 
munity  we  seek  to  serve.  To  that  end,  we  must  be 
very  careful  that  in  our  fundraising  efforts  and  in 
our  statements  (or  non-statements)  to  the  press 
we  do  not  alienate  the  community  of  persons  who 
make  up  the  Committee  “workforce”.  As 
members  of  that  voluntary  contingent,  we  feel 
that  to  serve  more  effectively  we  need: 

1.  Always  strive  to  be  representative  of  the  com¬ 
munity  we  serve. 

2.  To  remain  sensitive  in  all  our  dealings  with 
issues  of  classism,  racism,  sexism  and  other  forms 
of  oppression  so  implicit  in  meeting  the  needs  of 
persons  with  AIDS,  the  gay/lesbian  and  larger 
communities  and  our  diverse  workforce. 

3.  To  avoid  the  use  of  the  Committee  —  in  name 
or  function  —  as  a  forum  to  legitimize  those  per¬ 
sons  who  oppress  members  of  our  community. 
This  item  specifically  refers  to  the  Committee’s 
invitation  to  Governor  Dukakis  to  “keynote” 
past  fundraising  efforts  (ARTSCetera).  His 
presence  at  these  events  furthers  a  political 
strategy  that  says  he  is  not  anti-gay  while  he  en¬ 
dorses  a  foster  care  policy  which  is  anti-gay,  anti¬ 
lesbian,  and  anti-single  parent. 

While  we  recognize  the  Governor  has  been  ac¬ 
cessible  to  the  AAC  in  terms  of  funding,  his  foster 
care  policy  implicitly  and  explicitly  allows 
discrimination  against  the  above  groups  and  fur¬ 
thers  stereotypes  played  upon  by  those  members 
of  the  legislature,  press,  and  public  who  believe 
we  are  unfit  to  be  parents;  who  play  upon  the 
AIDS  crisis  to  crush  human  rights  legislation  ef¬ 
forts  in  the  Commonwealth;  and  who  have  the 
power  to  quarantine  persons  with  AIDS. 

If  we  turn  our  backs  on  issues  which  affect  our 
community  to  the  extent  that  the  foster  care 
policy  and  human  rights  legislation  do,  we  under¬ 
mine  the  interests  of  gay  men,  lesbians  and  single 
women.  In  short,  we  sell  ourselves  out  for  a  price. 

There  is  always  a  need  to  compromise,  especially 
when  we  serve  a  community  as  large  and  diverse 
as  that  served  by  the  AIDS  Action  Committee, 
but  there  is  a  point  at  which  we  must  take  a  prin¬ 
cipled  stance.  We  feel  a  non-discriminatory  foster 
care  policy  and  human  rights  protection  are  cen¬ 
tral  to  all  our  interests  and  it’s  time  for  us  to  make 
our  feelings  known  to  you  and  the  Committee  at 
large. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Katie 

John 

Paul-David 

Marea  £  Marea  Murray  /98S 
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healthy  teeth. . . 
they’re 
a  team  effort 


Jesse  Jackson  ’ 

Uncompromising  Vision  and  Unprecedented  Opportunity 


In  1988,  the  lesbian  and  gay  community  has  an  unprecedented  opportu¬ 
nity  to  support  a  Presidential  candidate  who  is  uncompromising  in  his 
support  of  our  issues.  Jesse  Jackson  has  forged  a  coalition  under  a  rain¬ 
bow  banner  that  is  changing  the  face  of  electoral  politics. 

The  Jackson  campaign  is  committed  to  a  vision  of  a  nation  that  is  inclu¬ 
sive,  a  world  working  toward  reconciliation,  and  a  politics  which  em¬ 
powers  those  of  us  who  have  been  locked  out,  discriminated  against  and 
denied.  The  Jackson  candidacy  reflects  the  needs  and  the  diversity  of  all 
of  us:  Asians,  Blacks,  Hispanics,  Native  Americans,  whites,  Jews  and  gen¬ 
tiles,  farmers,  labor,  the  differently-abled,  bisexuals,  lesbians  and  gay 
men. 

▼  Jackson  supports  full  civil  rights  for  lesbians,  gay  men  and  bisexuals,  in¬ 
cluding  child  custody  and  legal  recognition  for  lesbian  and  gay  partners. 

▼  Jackson  supports  the  issuance  of  an  executive  order  banning  discrimi¬ 
nation  against  lesbians  and  gays  in  the  federal  government  and  the  mili¬ 
tary. 

▼  Jackson  supports  a  national  health  care  program  that  includes  massive 
funding  for  AIDS  care,  research  and  education. 

▼  Jackson  is  the  only  candidate  who  has  hired  an  openly  gay  national  staff 
person  to  work  full  time  on  lesbian  and  gay  issues. 


ENDORSED  BY  BOSTON 
LESBIAN  &  GAY  POLITICAL  ALLIANCE 


"Every  candidate  was  welcome  to  come  to 
the  March  on  Washington.  Only  one 
came:  Jesse  Jackson.  Only  one  touched  the 
thousands  of  people  with  AIDS.  Only  one 
committed  himself  to  supporting  us  and 
has  spoken  forcefully  for  us. " 


Local  and  national 
endorsers,  partial  listing: 

Jennifer  Abod 
Wendell  Adams 
Karin  Aguilar-San  Juan 
Nancy  Alach 
Van  Allen 
Paul  Amato 
Phil  Arula 
Steve  Ault 
Peggy  Baker 
Victor  Belacorpiglia 
John  Belskus 
Janet  Bernault 
Holly  Bishop 
Joyce  Bittinger 
David  Bonetti 
Laura  Booth 
Libby  Bouvier 
Angela  Bowen 
Susan  Brace 
Connie  Breece 
Debbie  Briggs 
Cindy  Broholm 
Michael  Bronski 
Chris  Bull 
Angelo  Burritich 
Gary  Buseck 
John  Bush 
Lee  Bush 
Leslie  Cagan 
Roger  Carter 
Kevin  Cathcart 
Margaret  Cerullo 
Michelle  Charron 
Harneen  Chernow 
Hon.  Karen  Clark 
Lee  Coady 
Bill  Coffill 
Vicky  Combs 
Linda  Cohen 
Mark  Connelly 
Kevin  Crawford 


James  Creedle 
Dave  Cruz 
Chuck  Colombo 
Brian  Cummings 
Pat  Cusick 
Ginny  Cutting 
Warren  Dagley 
Pam  David 
Rev.  Jay  Deacon 
Kevin  Devaney 
Andrea  Devine 
Kathryn  Diaz 
Barbara  Dickey 
Scott  Dinsmore 
Johnny  Dooley 
Paul  Donnelly 
Gary  Dotterman 
Arnetha  Douglass 
Marla  Erlien 
Alina  Ever 
Ros  Everdell 
Tess  Ewing 
Malkah  Feldman 
Patrick  Fitzgerald 
Judy  Gage-O'Brien 
Liz  Galst 
Sally  Gearheart 
Michael  Gillen 
Harrison  Glavan 
Jewelle  Gomez 
Rebecca  Gorlin 
Don  Gorton 
Gordon  Gottleib 
Cami  Graham 
Jeremy  Grainger 
Rona  Guy 
Linda  Gwizdak 
Dana  Hansen 
Stephen  Harrington 
Greg  Hatch 
Harry  Hay 
Kevin  Heflin 
Diane  Heffner 


Kip  Hemingway 
Ellen  Herman 
Kathy  Hoffman 
Sarah  Holmes 
Frank  Hill 
Dr.  Marjorie  Hill 
Ed  Hougen 
Chuck  Hughes 
Andy  Humm 
David  Hunt 
Deb  Huston 
Craig  Jackson 
Mark  Jagner 
Nora  Janeway 
Ann  Jemas 
David  Johnson 
Paula  Johnson 
Mark  Johnston 
Ken  Jones 
Catherine  Joseph 
Kim  Kalkowski 
Robbie  Kaplan 
Carol  Katz 
Jonathan  Katz 
Kate  Keegan 
Robert  Krebs 
Sharon  Kurtz 
John  Kyper 
Jay  LaCroix 
Holly  Ladd 
Cheryl  LaFollette 
David  LaFontaine 
Loren  Laureano 
Bill  Lawrences 
Dr.  Walter  Lear 
Debra  Leavitt 
Cary  Leibowitz 
Beth  Leventhal 
Alice  Levine 
Steve  L'heureux 
Jack  Lo 

Ann  Marie  Lupacchino 
Kathy  MacDonald 
Barbara  Macy 


Scottie  Madden 
George  Marshall 
Sandy  Martin 
Luis  Martinez 
Renee  McCoy 
Jean  A.  McCray 
Kevin  McFadden 
Tim  McFeeley 
Dwight  McGhee 
Jade  McGleughlin 
Donna  McKay 
Peter  Medoff 
Randy  Miller 
Owen  Miller 
Gisele  Mills 
Tee  Minot 
Dan  Mishkind 
Dale  Mitchell 
Pam  Mitchell 
Susan  Moir 
Maurice  Mollan 
Kem  Morehead 
Bill  Mulkem 
David  Mynott 
Holly  Near 
Pat  Norman 
Terri  Ortiz 
Dan  Page 
Bill  Paul 

Rev.  Troy  Perry 
Trent  Pettus 
Anne  Phibbs 
Jan  Plattner 
Helen  Raizen 
Carolyn  Ramsey 
Joyce  Ramsey 
Marv  Rapazzini 
Philip  Reed 
Nina  Reyes 
Louise  Rice 
Michael  Richmond 
Shirley  Royster 
Marc  Rubin 


Abe  Rybeck 
Kathleen  Sands 
Dan  Schultz 
David  Scondras 
Cheryl  Shaffer 
Ellen  Shub 
Jessica  Shubow 
Barbara  Siegel 
Matt  Sikorski 
Mark  S.  Smith 
Donald  Smith 
Teresa  Smith 
Wickie  Stamps 
John  Stasio 
William  Staton 
Gail  Sullivan 
Charles  Tarver 
Jesse  Tate 
Matt  Thall 
Gerri  Thomas 
Bruce  Thorington 
John  Travers 
Dmitri  Triantafillakis 
Richard  Trombley 
Doug  Urbano 
Candace  Van  Auken 
Carmen  Vazquez 
Jim  Voltz 
French  Wall 
Berneta  Walraven 
Fred  Ware,  Jr. 

Tony  Watson 
Sealia  Wcislo 
Bob  Wellington 
Rev.  Bob  Wheatly 
Rosemary  White 
John  Whyte 
Andrew  Wicker 
Gail  Williams 
Ruth  A.  Willis 
Roberta  Wilmore 
Nancy  Witherell 
Sarah  Wunsch 
Hugh  Young 


Paid  for  by  Jesse  Jackson  for  President  ’88  Committee,  Howard  Renzi,  Treasurer,  P.  O.  Box  25,  Boston  MA  02112 

▼  Call  the  Boston  Jackson  ’88  Lesbian  and  Gay  Task  Force  for  information  or  to  volunteer:  617  424-1041 
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Clause  28 


Continued  from  page  I 
Dame-that.” 

Parker’s  group  and  other  gay  rights  ad¬ 
vocates  say  they  fear  Clause  28  could  in¬ 
validate  employment  and  housing  rights  of 
lesbians  and  gay  men,  ban  library  books  by 
gay  and  lesbian  authors,  threaten  hostels  for 
homeless  gay  and  lesbian  youth,  remove  liq¬ 
uor  licenses  from  lesbian  and  gay 
establishments,  disrupt  counseling  services, 
and  curtail  artistic  freedoms.  Lesbian  and 
gay  groups  could  also  lose  access  to 
resources  and  meeting  spaces.  And  although 
Clause  28  allegedly  excludes  funding  cut¬ 
offs  for  treating  or  preventing  the  spread  of 
disease,  AIDS  activists  are  concerned  the 
measure  encourages  a  homophobic  climate 
that  could  hinder  efforts  to  halt  the 
epidemic. 

Among  legislators,  even  some  members 
of  the  liberal  Labour  Party  who  supported 
gay  and  lesbian  rights  in  the  past  have  refus¬ 
ed  to  denounce  Clause  28,  citing  political 
jeopardy.  Some  more  supportive  MPs  an¬ 
nounced  intentions  to  redraft  the  clause  so 
that,  for  example,  only  the  promotion  of 
“pro-homosexual”  policies  in  schools  is 
banned.  Other  MPs  expressed  concerns 
about  the  impact  of  Clause  28  on  the  artistic 
community. 

One  MP  was  chastized  by  House  of  Lords 
leaders  for  forthrightly  criticizing  Clause  28 
after  it  received  majority  approval.  Amidst 
cries  of  “Shame!”  by  fellow  MPs,  Lord 
Monkswell  of  the  Labor  Party  said,  “I 
believe  [the  demonstration]  was  inevitable 
considering  the  vote  on  Clause  28  —  it  is  just 
what  the  Germans  did  to  the  Jews.” 

Lord  Monkswell  said  he  signed  special 
passes  admitting  the  three  lesbian  rope 
swingers  into  a  “privileged”  visitors  gallery 
overlooking  the  House  of  Lords.  The  Feb.  2 
protest  could  not  have  been  conducted  from 
the  “strangers”  gallery  used  by  the  general 
public.  Other  MPs  apparently  also  signed 
passes  admitting  anti-Clause  28  protesters. 
Lord  Adrian,  according  to  the  London 
Times ,  “is  understood  to  have  brought  in  a 
group  of  punks  to  the  west  gallery.” 

Clause  28  is  still  undergoing  various  pro¬ 
cedural  discussions  in  the  House  of  Lords 
and  Commons,  though  opponents  are  pess¬ 
imistic  the  measure  will  be  effectively 
diluted  before  its  enactment.  The  ALA’s 
Beth  Wagstaff  told  GCN  a  “slightly  amus¬ 
ing”  change  happened  in  late  February. 

“Remember  how  it  used  to  be  Clause  27, 
then  was  changed  to  Clause  28?”  Wagstaff 
said.  “Now  MPs  are  calling  it  Clause  29.  It 
appears  to  be  a  red  herring  that  will  confuse 
and  confound  everybody.  Maybe  that’s  why 
they  did  it.” 

□filed  from  Boston 

Marines 

Continued  from  page  I 

is  “extremist  behavior,”  Major  Super  said 
“whatever.”  He  added  that  the  Pentagon 
has  no  intention  of  complying  with  the 
Watkins  decision  unless  it  is  upheld  by  the 
Supreme  Court. 

Klinasky  said  the  prosecution  of  women 
at  Parris  Island  is  typical  of  the  way  the 
Marine  Corps  treats  women.  A  recent  story 
in  Navy  Times  said  that  women  are  three 
times  more  likely  to  be  court-martialed  for 
alleged  homosexuality  than  men.  Klinasky 
said  male  officers  in  the  Marines  “hate 
women.  Women  that  refuse  to  have  sex  with 
officers  are  automatically  labelled  dykes. 
Then  they  get  rid  of  you.  It  is  that  simple.” 
Kathleen  Gilberd,  of  the  National  Lawyer’s 
Guild. Military  Law  Task  Force,  said  (he 
military  has  increasingly  “come  down  hard” 
on  women  doing  traditionally  “male”  work 
—  such  as  heavy  maintenance  on  a  bat¬ 
tleship.  She  said  secretaries  are  more  likely 
to  be  left  alone  by  investigators. 

Gilberd  said  the  military  has  no  other 
“legitimate  motivating  force”  than  racism, 
homophobia  and  the  devaluation  of 
women.  “How  else  would  they  get  anyone 
to  invade  Grenada?”  she  asked.  She  warned 
that  despite  the  Watkins  ruling,  the  military 
is  far  from  open  to  gay  men  and  lesbians. 
However,  she  said  the  military  does  offer 
more  opportunities  to  do  physically  and  in¬ 
tellectually  demanding  work  for  some 
women  that  civilian  life.  While  many 
women  may  find  such  opportunities  in  the 
military,  they  are  not  achieved  without  risk, 
said  Gilberd.  One  of  the  accused  women  was 
quoted  in  the  State  as  saying,  “The  qualities 
and  traits  that  we  demand  (in  ourselves)  and 
are  supposed  to  be  training  our  recruits  for, 
are  the  same  traits  that  they’re  saying  make 
us  look  homosexual.” 

□  filed  from  Boston 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 

Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder 
pain,  Headaches,  Low  back  pain, 
Bursitis,  Acute  and  Chronic 
Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational 
stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts. 
Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


REAL  PAPER  AWARDS 
J  &  S  Automotive 
BEST  AUTO  MECHANIC 

It  looks  like  a  big  commercial  garage,  but 
there  are  these  weird  little  things  about  it. 
Reggae  music  is  blasting  away,  signs  for 
political  and  union  meetings  are  taped  up, 
the  mechanic  might  be  a  woman,  and  some¬ 
times  its  hard  to  find  anyone  in  charge.  J  &  S 
has  been  Boston's  hippest  garage  for  years 
and  years,  and  for  the  last  few  years,  it’s 
also  been  the  best.  Even  when  they  didn’t 
know  how  to  fix  everything,  they  never 
cheated  anybody  or  covered  up.  So  over  the 
years  they  kept  learning  new  makes  and' 
new  techniques,  and  now  can  repair  about 
anything.  Plymouth  Valiants,  those  classics 
of  dependability.  But  they’re  ready  for 
anything  and  did  most  of  the  work  on  the  an¬ 
tique  vehicles  for  the  movie  “The  Brinks 
Job.” 

Reprinted  from  Real  Paper,  “Best  of 
Boston,”  Fall  1980. 

277  Northampton  Street 
267-0300 


"#/ 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS 

C.L.U. 


Insurance 
for  all  your  needs 

Congress  St. 

P.O.  Box  1762 
Boston,  MA  02105 

Orleans/Brewster 
Office  Park 
E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 


Call  toll-free  1-800-352-3185 


•INDIVIDUAL 

GROUP/COUPLE 

•GAY  SENSITIVE 
THERAPY 


ALLAN  SINGER, 
L.I.C.S.W. 

PSYCHOTHERAPIST 


COPLEY  SQUARE 
BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
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Insurance  AUTO 


Insurance 


CALL  AND  COMPARE 
BEFORE  YOU  BUY 

★  No  Service  Fees  —  Ever!  ★ 

★  Rates  Quoted  Over  the  Phone  ★ 

★  Same  Day  Registration  Service  ★ 

★  Convenient  Monthly  Payment  Plans  ★ 
★  Cancelled  Policies  Replaced  ★ 


BROOKLINE 

241  Washington  St. 

731-1015 


ROSLINDALE 
4521  Washington  St. 

323-0800 


ALLSTON 
168a  Brighton  Ave. 

782-0400 


Our  offices  are  staffed  with  friendly,  knowledgeable 
people  to  answer  all  your  questions. 


CALL  THE  INSURANCE  PROFESSIONALS  FIRST 


KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY,  INC. 


COMMUNITY. 

6UIDE 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 

22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston.  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

RONALD  KELTER 
Acupuncture  Associates  of 
Cambridge 

M3  Mass.  Ave.,  Central  Sq. 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
617-991-4410 

ALCOHOL/DRUG 

TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
126  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 

523- 1060 

AUDIO-VISUAL 

SAMDPERIL  AUDIO-VISUAL 

23  Clive  St. 

Boston,  MA  02130 

524- 7992 

BICYCLES 

FERRIS  WHEELS 
Bicycle  Shop 
64  South  Street 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
617-522-7082 

BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  Street 
Boston,  M A  02108 
(617)  542-0144 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMAN’S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
876-5310 

REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political  Struggle. 
South  Africa.  Central  America. 
Gay  8  Lesbian  literature 
92  Green  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522-1464 

CATERING 

AS  YOU  LIKE  IT 
Affordable  Catering 
for  All  Occasions 
321-3475 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR  RITA  L  FIELD 
HARMONY  CHIROPRACTIC 
699  Somerville  Av. 

Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9S47 

DR.  TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1122  Massachusetts  Ave 
Arlington.  MA  02174 
(617)  731-3306 

DR  DAVID  MOULTON 
Suite  333 
45  Newbu7  St. 

Boston.  MA  02116 
266-8 SM 


DR  JONATHAN  STEIN 
37S  Harvard  Street 
Brookline.  MA  02146 
232-7200 


DR.  DAVID.  STOLER 
Chiropractor 
SOMA  Practitioner 
124  Harvard  St.  No. 3 
Brookline.  MA  02146 
(617)  731-3306 

COUNSELING 

ANDOVER  PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Gerry  Matison,  L.I.C.S.W. 
475-6950 

insurance  accepted 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 
WOMEN 

520  Commonwealth  Av. 

Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
25  Huntington  Av. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7860 

PATRICIA  A.  BURKE.  LICSW 
ADDICTION  TREATMENT/ 
FAMILY  THERAPY 
10  Goodway  Road 
Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 

522- 9446 

ENTRANCES  AND  EXITS 

PSYCHOTHERAPY  FOR 

WOMEN,  COUPLES  AND 

CHILDREN 

Jill  Richard.  LICSW 

1130  Mass.  Ave.,  Harvard  Sq. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 

776-6158 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

I86'/i  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-4488 

STEPEHEN  J.  GOLDBURGH 
ED.D 

Licensed  Psychologist 
1330  Beacon  St.,  Suite  231 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-6996 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 

321  Columbus  Ave. 

Boston.  MA  021 16 
739-7832 

DR.  KENNETH  H.  ORTH 
Psychotherapist 
319  Mass  Av 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-1112 

PLACE  HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  Street 
Boston.  MA 
267-9150 

SOUTH  END  COUNSELING  . 
S96  Tremont  Street 
Boston.  MA  02118 
(617)  437-9643 

TAPESTRY.  I ik. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge.  MA 
661-0248 

WINGS  THERAPY 
COLLECTIVE 
60'/i  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge.  MA  02138 
876-8438 

DAYCARE 

BARB'S  FAMILY  DAYCARE 
Sate  Licensed 

Beacon  Hid.  Boston.  MA  02114 

523- 3772 


DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA  & 

AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING 
CENTER 

Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford,  MA 
395-9084 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 
Complimentary  consultation 
Computer  electrology  specialist 
Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 
497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL 
DESIGN 

12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 
926-4289 

GYMS 

BODYWORKS  GYM 
53  River  Street 
Cambridge.  MA  02139 
576-1493 

HAIR  SALONS 

B.  CUMMINGS 
309  Sbawmut  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
Wed.-Sat.  10-6 


HEALTH 

BOSTON  HEALTH 
ASSOCIATES 

Holistic  Health  Referral  Service 
Psychotherapy.  Bodywork. 
Movement,  Nutrition  and 
Spiritual  Counseling 

266- 8122  M-Th„  12-7 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 

267- 7S73 

FEMINIST  HEALTH  CENTER 
OP  PORTSMOUTH 
232  Court  St. 

Portsmouth.  NH  03801 
(603)  436-7S88 

STD  clinic  for  men  and  women 
Mon.  eves.:  free  anon.  HIV 
counseling  A  testing 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS.  CLU 
Congress  St. 

P.O.  Box  1762 
Boston.  Ma.  02I0S 
I  800-352-3185 


KUNEVICH  A  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENGY 
241  Washington  St. 
Brookline.  MA  02146 
731  I0IS 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 
Lawrence.  MA  01840 
683-7676 


LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  l-S  p.m. 

MASSAGE 

MIDTOWN  HEALTH  CLUB 
Swedish,  Japanese.  Esalen 
220  Huntington  Ave. 

(617)  262-1000.  x  298 
M-Sat,  12-7 

MOVERS 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO. 
(formerly  Boston  Trucking) 
641-1234 

OPTOMETRY 

RACHELLE  S.  DUBEY,  O.D. 
DOCTOR  OF  OPTOMETRY 
Hours  by  Appointment 
10  Diauto  Drive 
Randolph,  MA 
(617)  963-1333 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID  S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 
Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 

PIANO  TUNING/REPAIR 

PIANO  TECH 
25  Peterborough  St.  A29 
Boston.  MA  02215 
536-0526 

PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
668  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
262-7386 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES 
REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Solio.  Barry  Wing 
726  Centre  St. 

Jamaica  Plain.  MA  02130 
(617)  522-0020 

TAXES  i  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PL.  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plata 
482-2900 


CLASSIFIEDS 


PERSONALS 

GCN  REPLY  BOXES 

Replies  to  GCN  Boxes  should  be  addressed  to  GCN  Box 
#  ,  Gay  Community  News,  62  Berkeley  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02116.  This  applies  to  GCN  Boxes  only,  not  to  P.O. 
Boxes.  Mail  may  be  addresses  to  GCN  Boxes  for  four 
weeks  after  the  issue  in  which  it  appears. 

SWM,  32,  BIG  HANDS 

Gay  acting  and  appearing,  seeks  same  for  fun  times  out 
with  queer  people.  Enjoy  Mahler,  Fag-Rock,  honesty. 
Have  muscular  mind.  Photo  gets  photo.  GCN  Box 
285. _ (32) 

SAX! 

Baritone  sax  and  player  seek  musical  company. 
Anything  considered.  We  could  be  what  you  need  in 
your  life/band.  Call  me,  let’s  talk.  Ruth  436-2752.  (33) 

BRENDA 

Someday  we’ll  find  a  pad 

Big  enough  for  Patsy  and  Tad 

We  can  coax  each  other,  Chad 

and  vacation  in  P-town  with  Mom  and  Dad 

Brigette  _ 02) 

Gay  white  female,  early  40’s,  feminine,  sensitive, 
honest,  seeking  friendship,  companionship,  possibly 
more  to  share  fun  and  quiet  times.  No  drug/alcohol 
abusers.  GCN  Box  286. _ (32) 

MARY 

Please  get  in  touch.  I  found  the  vibrator. 

Rhoda _ (32) 

Responsible  GWM,  28,  seeks  to  rent  room  in  coastal 
home,  summer  1988.  Prefer  Maine,  but  RI  or  Mass.  OK. 
Richard  Osbourne  1212  So.  Main,  Wilkes-Barre,  PA 
18702. _ (33) 

POORER 

I’d  rather  be  with  you  than  anywhere,  but  I’d  rather  be 
in  Boston  than  Georgia.  Four  more  years! 

Love,  Kimbuka _ (32) 

LF  40  Bright,  sensitive  child  of  the  60’s  looking  for  gen¬ 
tle  woman  with  wit,  intelligence  and  humor  to  go  danc¬ 
ing,  to  the  theatre,  concerts,  dinner.  It’s  almost  spring! 
Have  a  sense  of  adventure.  GCN  Box  287, _ (35) 

GWM  30,  5’H”  160  writer/rock  musician  good  look¬ 
ing,  sincere,  sensual,  serious.  Enjoy  tennis,  bowling,  ski¬ 
ing,  sports.  Dislike  bars,  phoniness,  greed.  Need  down 
to  earth,  sincere,  non-urbanized  GM  20-30  with  smooth 
skin  and  medium  to  heavy  build  to  talk,  share,  hug  and 
hold  (a  lot)  care,  hopefully  love.  Eventual  relocation 
possible  in  N.  Eng.  with  the  right  guy.  I  know  you’re  out 
there!  Reply  Box  565,  Brookline  Village,  Mass.  02147. 
Life  is  too  short  to  waste  it  being  alone. _ (33) 

Ermanshay:  change  the  k  to  a  t  up  there  and  it’d  be  pret¬ 
ty  close,  huh?  I  won’t  reveal  all  our  secrets!  Love, 
Ischray.  P  S.  Apologies  to  Edfray  for  including  him  in 
that  list  of  initials.  Sorry  sorry  sorry.  Tee  hee. _ (33) 

Attractive  muscled  jock,  hot  and  horny,  28,  5’9”,  168. 
Seeks  same  for  sweaty  wrestling  sessions.  Any  attire: 
boots,  jockstraps,  bikini's  or  bare-assed.  Dig  oil  mat¬ 
ches  too.  A  fun  safe  way  to  get  off.  Call:  (603)  859-3463, 
after  6. _ (33) 

SWEAT  B  UNDERWEAR 

GM,  23,  into  sweaty  bodies  and  smelly  underwear. 
Wants  to  meet  others  to  30  for  hot  safe  times.  Send 
photo/phone  to  GCN  Box  283. _ (32) 
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WOMONGATHERING! 

LIVING  A  WOMONIST  FUTURE  TODAY! 


WOMONGATHERING  is  local  and  nationally 
recognized  women  spiritual  leaders  reflecting  the  diversi¬ 
ty  of  beliefs  known  as  Women’s  Spirituality.  This 
weekend  of  INTENSIVE,  EXPERIENTIAL, 
WORKSHOPS  is  held  at  a  scenic,  private  camp  near 
Oxford,  PA.  the  weekend  of  June  10-12th.  Superb 
recreational  facilities  include  an  Olympic  sized  pool  and 
lighted  tennis  courts.  The  crafts  area  showcases 
spiritually-oriented  woman-made  products  and  services 
including  crystals,  readers,  body  workers  and  herbalists. 
Indoor  hot  showers  and  flush  toilets,  dormitory  styled 
cabins  or  tenting  available.  $140  includes  all  workshops, 
activities,  housing  and  meals  for  the  weekend.  Write  for 
a  registration  brochure.  Campfest  Festivals, 
WOMONGATHERING,  RR3,  Box  185-W,  Franklin- 
ville,  NJ  08322,  or  call  (609)  694-2037.  A  woman  only 
event. _ 

GWM,  31,  ST’,  145#,  moustache,  balding,  and  trying  to 
convince  myself  I’m  not  terminally  unique.  Top,  white 
collar  job  by  day.  Bottom,  black  leather  collar  fantasies 
by  night.  Looking  to  turn  fantasies  into  realities  with 
same  honest,  intelligent,  safe,  sane  top  gun.  I’m  HIV- 
neg,  and  sober!  I’m  not  straight-laced!  First  time  ad. 
Life  long  desire.  KIP,  295  Cambridge  Street,  Suite  122, 
Boston,  MA  021 14. _ (32) 

MASS.  SLAVE  TRADE!?! 

Not  really  —  But  if  you’re  hung,  in  good  shape  and  into 
light  B  +  D  this  30  yr,  Italian  816”  dick,  hot  ass  and  you 
can  play  at  being  top?  Cambridge.  GCN  Box  282.  (32) 

MEDICAL  ORPHAN 

I  am  a  lesbian  coping  with  a  chronic  neurological  illness 
that  cannot  be  diagnosed  or  treated.  If  you  know  the 
anguish  of  a  sickness  with  no  name  I  would  like  to  ex¬ 
change  information  and  support.  Anyone  with  a  similar 
experience  please  reach  out.  GCN  Box  275. _ (32) 


BODIES  BY  GOD 


Hunks,  swimmers,  athletes. 

Outcalls  now  in  all  U.S.  cities.  (Work  in  any  city.)  Cal! 
Scott  at  215-668-8898  between  !lam-2am.  (Also  hiring. 
Earn  $60  + /hr.) _ _ _ (fZ> 

TOTAL  RAUNCH  HOG 

Safe  sex  raunch  pig  waiting  for  your  smutty  cor¬ 
respondence,  photos  and  possibly  more.  In  mid-twenties 
and  horny  as  hell.  Will  answer  all,  especially  hoping  to 
hear  from  burly  bears:  truckers/uniforms/demanding 
top  men!  Dish  it  out,  1  can  lake  it!  Reply  GCN 
Box  281.  _  (32) 


ANNOUNCEMENTS  HELP  WANTED 


WOMEN’S  CRAFT  MARKET 

Come  join  us  for  our  celebration  of  International  Women's 
Day,  Sat.  March  12th  llam-5pm.  Sun.  March  13th  12n-5pm 
at  186  Hampshire  St.  Cambridge.  Info  call  288-9787,  (34) 

DESPERATELY  SEEKING 

Outrageous  leftist  lesbians  for  our  invincible  radical  and 
creative  affinity  group  to  do  CD,  etc.  around  AIDS,  lesbian 
and  gay  liberation,  feminism,  racism,  and  economic  justice. 
Call  Kdley  at  524-6029  or  Susan  at  436-2752. _ (32) 

BODY  ELECTRIC  WKND 

Joseph  Kramer  is  coming  to  Boston  March  18-20.  Seminars  in 
Healing  with  Erotic  Energy,  Rebirthing,  Taoist  Erotic 
Massage.  Introduction  Friday  3/18,  7:30,  551  Tremont 
Street.  $5.  Information  522-9164. _ (35) 

DYKES,  DISABILITY  AND  STUFF 
Contributions  sought  for  this  start-up  networking  newsletter 
that  wishes  to  provide  fiction,  art,  poetry,  comics,  news, 
views,  and  reviews,  arts,  letters,  verse  and  controversy,  ideas, 
resources  and  friendship  possibilities.  Still  in  the  formative 
stages,  we  have  national  and  international  aspirations  to  net¬ 
work  among  women  with  an  interest  in  health,  ability,  visibili¬ 
ty  and  disability  (yes,  hidden  ones,  too!).  How  about  an  ASL 
interpreted,  wheel-chair  user  accessible,  special  needs 
welcome!  conference  for  US  in  1990?  Get  on  the  mailing  list... 
send  contributions  of  writings,  articles,  news,  money  etc  to: 
UPE,  PO  Box  6194,  Boston,  MA  021 14-6194. _ (49) 

BATTERED  LESBIANS 

Ongoing  support  group  for  lesbians  currently  or  formerly  ex¬ 
periencing  physical,  emotional  or  sexual  abuse  by  a  woman 
partner.  Call  HAWC,  744-6841. _ (36) 

GET  PUBUSHED! 

GCN’s  news  dept  seeks  a  volunteer 
to  write  news  notes.  News  writing  experience  not  necessary.  5 
Yir/week  (flexible).  Call  Jennie  at  4264469  for  more  info.  (C) 

_ SERVICES _ 

TROUBLED  PEOPLE 

Even  after  you’re  out  you  may  still  feel  depressed,  con¬ 
fused,  lonely,  just  plain  miserable.  Psychotherapy  helps. 
Interview  the  therapist  at  no  charge.  Ruth  Chessman, 
MA,  Newton.  (617)964-2510. _ (41) 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care  •Sports  Medicine 
•Diagnosis  and  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office  -  Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 

1755  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232-1459 


Newbury  Veterinary 
Clinic 

Bruce  R.  Weiner, 
V.M.D.  A 


272  Huntington  Avenue  mfcg 
Boston,  MA  02115  aJSs 
near  Symphony  &  Mass  Ave  T 

Office  Hours  by  Appointment 

Call  266-9269 


HELP  WANTED 


NONHOMOPHOBIC  CHILDCARE! 

Two  professional  women  seek  experienced  live-in  nanny 
to  care  for  infant  in  Cambridge.  Light  housekeeping. 
Near  MBTA.  Good  salary  and  benefits.  Available  May 
I  .Call  576-3802. _ (35) 

FAMILY  ADVOCATE  AND  BOOKKEEPER 
Immediate  job  openings  for  residential  mental  health 
and  transitional  housing  programs.  Advocate  job  works 
with  resident  families  around  children’s  needs  plus  ac¬ 
tual  childcare.  4  day  work  week  plus  excellent  benefits. 
Salary  19K  to  21K.  Bookkeeper  job  requires  full  charge 
bookkeeping  for  non-profit  including  billing,  financial 
records,  cash  flow  reports.  16  hour  weeek,  salary 
8700-10,500  plus  excellent  benefits.  Resumes  asap  to 
Ann  Beckert,  Eliz.  Stone  House.  Box  15,  Jamaica  Plain, 
MA  02130.  (33) 

PROVINCETOWN 

Live-in  housekeeper/maintenance  position  for  women’s 
guesthouse  in  Provincetown.  Long  Season.  Immediate 
opening.  Call  Gabriel  at  487-3232. _ (32) 


Community  jobs 

The  only  nationwide  listing  of  socially  conscious  job  op¬ 
portunities  —  organizing,  women’s  issues,  health  care, 
peace/justice,  more.  $12/year.  CJ,  Box  G,  1516  P 
Street,  Washington,  DC  20005. _ (Ex) 


2  PART-TIME  RCA  JOBS 

Wanted:  (a)  PERSONAL  CARE  ASSISTANT  for 
weekends  (about  10  hours,  every  other  weekend),  (b) 
BACK-UP  P.C.A.s  —  to  be  called  when  needed .  Lifting 
not  necessary,  but  prefer  those  with  strength  and 
balance.  Please  call  only  if  you  will  be  inBoston  for  a 
year.  JAMAICA  PLAIN  area  preferred.  232-5956.  Let 
phone  ring. _ (33) 

PROGRAM  DIRECTOR 

Coordinate  and  supervise  crisis  intervention  services  to 
battered  women  and  their  children.  Feminist  with 
demonstrated  experience  in  program  management, 
supervision  of  staff/volunteers,  public  speaking,  and 
counseling.  $23K.  Resume  to  HAWC,  9  Crombie  Street, 
Salem,  MAPI 970 by  March  15,  1988.  AA/EOE  (32) 


==■  FENWAY 
COMMUNITY 
FIEALTH 
CENTER 

LABORATORY 

SUPERVISOR 

$27,000  full-time  position  in 
small,  active,  limited-licence  lab 
in  Fenway  Community  Health 
Center  Clinic.  Send  resume  to 
Dale  Orlando. 

RESEARCH 

ASSISTANT 

2  days/week.  To  work  on  state- 
.  funded  study.  Involves  ad¬ 
ministering  sexually  explicit 
questionnaire  to  research  par¬ 
ticipants,  preparing  charts,  ali- 
quoting  sera,  interpreting  whole 
blood  tests,  photocopying  and 
data-entry.  Must  have  good  com¬ 
munication  skills,  be  comfortable 
handling  blood  specimens  with 
proper  infection  control  techni¬ 
ques.  Send  resume  to  Martha 
Moon. 

BOOKKEEPER 

20  hours/week.  For  experienced 
bookkeeper  in  multi-contract, 
multi-department  health  center. 
Call  Dena  at  267-0900. 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH  CENTER 
16  HAVILANO  STREET 
BOSTON,  MA  02115 


GCN  job 
Openings 

■  ART  DIRECTOR  (available  April  4  or 
earlier):  Maintain  overall  design  of  the  paper 
and  oversee  the  layout  and  proofreading  func¬ 
tions  on  production  night.  Design 
center-spreads  and  cover  graphics  (or  assign  to 
volunteer  artists),  weekly  display  advertising, 
as  well  as  promotional  materials,  pamphlets, 
etc.  Qualifications:  Strong  graphic  design 
skills.  Familiarity  with  type  specification, 
paste-up,  knowledge  of  offset  mechanical  pro¬ 
duction  and  printing  techniques,  and  previous 
related  experience  preferred,  but  training  is 
available. 

■  COORDINATING  EDITOR  (availa¬ 
ble  late  April):  Coordinate  paper's  overall 
administrative/financial  affairs  and  fundraising 
activities.  Prepare  editorial/letters  pages. 
Serve  as  liaison  with  board,  and,  as  necessary, 
serve  as  paper’s  spokesperson/representative. 
Qualifications:  Strong  administrative, 
organizational,  interpersonal  and  fundraising 
skills.  Familiarity  with  GCN  preferable. 


All  GCN  positions  require  a  commitment  to 
gay/lesbian  liberation,  feminism,  anti-racism, 
an  awareness  of  class  issues,  and  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  collective  decision-making  pro¬ 
cess. 

Salary/benefits:  All  positions  pay 
$200/week  and  include  health/life  insurance, 
routine  health  care  through  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center,  sick  leave,  and  four 
weeks  paid  vacation.  GCN  offers  staff 
members  responsibility  for  their  own  jobs, 
with  flexibility  and  ample  room  for  innova¬ 
tion. 

■  FREELANCE,  PART-TIME  TYPE¬ 
SETTER:  Coordinate  the  paper’s  revenue- 
producing,  outside  typesetting  business. 
Responsibilities:  Typeset  outside  work  and 
schedule  other  typesetters;  oversee  and 
devolop  the  business;  keep  staff  informed. 
Qualifications:  Good  typesetting  skills, 
preferably  on  a  Compugraphic  Editwriter 
7500,  and  strong  organizational  skills  with  at¬ 
tention  to  detail.  Familiarity  with  GCN 
strongly  preferred.  Knowledge  of  progressive 
movements  helpful.  Hours:  20+ /month 

! evenings,  Friday,  or  weekends).  Salary: 
>8- 1 0/hour  with  some  benefits. 

To  apply  for  these  positions,  please  send 
resume  and  cover  letter  ASAP  to  GCN 
Job  Search  Committee,  i2  Berkeley 
Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 


HELP  WANTED 


Director  of  Development 

Gay  Community  Center 


Seeking  experienced  fundraiser. 
Responsible  for  development  of 
growing  multi-service  agency's 
fundraising  programs  including 
the  areas  of  foundations,  corpora¬ 
tions,  major  donors,  direct  mail, 
events,  etc.  Salary  commensurate 
with  experience.  Resumes  to: 


Richard  D.  Burns.  Executive  Dir. 
Lesbian  &  Gay 
Community  Services  Center 
208  West  13th  Street 
New  York,  NY  10011 


Staffing 

Coordinators 

Very  active  nursing  placement  service  has 
2  entry-level  positions  available  in  it's  gov’t 
center  office.  One  position  is  Monday  thru 
Fiday  8:45  AM  -  5:15  PM,  and  the  other  is 
3:30  PM  -  12:00  midnight  working  4  even¬ 
ings  one  week  and  6  evenings  the  next 
week,  with  every  other  weekend  respon¬ 
sibility.  Responsibilities  include  heavy 
telephone  contact  with  hospital  clients  and 
temporary  employees,  interviewing  and 
placement  of  employees  on  assignments. 
Qualifications  include  excellent  interper¬ 
sonal  skills  and  telephone  manner,  orienta¬ 
tion  to  detail  and  ability  to  work  in  a  team 
oriented  environment.  Previous  related  ex¬ 
perience  and  some  college  preferred. 
Salary  $17,000  -  $18,000  DOE,  along  with 
excellent  bonus  package.  (This  is  a  smok¬ 
ing  office.)  Resume  to:  Steven  Kacouros, 
Staff  Builders  Health  Care  Services,  18  Tre¬ 
mont  Street,  Boston,  MA  02108.  (No  phone 
calls  please.) 


POSITION  WANTED 

AVAILABLE  NOW! 

GCN's  PROMO  HOMO  has  left  the  fold  and  seeks 
gainful  employment.  Two  main  skill  areas  include 
special  events  production  and  direct  mail  (print)  produc¬ 
tion.  Full  or  part-time,  temporary  or  permanent,  all  of¬ 
fers  welcome!  No  heavy,  physical  work  please... the 
spirit’s  willing  but  the  flesh  ain’t  interested.  Call 
321-4254  evenings,  ask  for  Catherine. _ 

ROOMMATE  WANTED 


TRY  GCN’S 
GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE 

AD 

□ 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed 
Roommate”  offer: 

ALL  ROOMMATE  AND 
HOUSEMATE  ADS  THAT 
ARE  PREPAID  FOR  TWO 
WEEKS  WE  WILL  RUN 
UNTIL  YOU  FIND  A 
ROOMMATE 
□ 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically 
renewed.  You  must  call  in  every 
additional  week  you  want  the  ad 
to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be 
accepted  all  day  Mondays  and 
Tuesdays  until  noon.  426-4469. 

Non-smoking  L  (25  +  )  sought  for  Cambridge  apt.  (Bel¬ 
mont  Line)  Nr  T  (10  min  to  Harvard  on  bus).  Rent  $325 
including  util.  Laundry  in  building.  Call  864-4314,  (33) 

Lesbian  looking  to  start  a  household  in  the  Cam¬ 
bridge/Brighton  area.  Seek  women  who  are  non- 
smokers  and  responsible.  Interested?  Let’s  talk.  Tara 
964-4855. _ (32) 

W.  NEWTON,  LG.  APT  NR  T.PIKE 
Need  roommate,  available  immediately.  No  drugs,  red 
meat  or  smokers.  $400  per  month.  Call  Mark 
969-0291. _ (33) 

BLF  and  JLF  28  seek  LF  25  +  for  spacious  sunny  house 
on  quiet  street  near  Davis  Square.  Friendly,  com¬ 
municative  political  independent  semi-coop  w/d  sun- 
porch,  piano.  Available  4/1.  270 +.  Sorry,  no 
pets/smoke.  776-8405  Bonnie. _ (33) 
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CLASSIFIEDS 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 


HOUSE  IN  J.P. 

Four  men,  3  gay,  1  straight,  artists,  need  another 
housemate  for  Five  bedroom  near  arboretum  and 
Orange  Line.  House  has  living-,  dining-room,  kitchen 
and  three  porches.  $210  4-  utilities.  Call  524-8682.  (32) 

GM,  25,  SEEKS  ROOMMATE 

Worcester  —  Elm  Park  —  two  unfurnished  rooms  for 
rent  in  elegant,  spacious  flat.  Perfect  for  person  who  re¬ 
quires  bedroom  and  study  or  bedroom  and  separate  sit¬ 
ting  room.  Working  fireplace,  washer  and  dryer  in  flat. 
No  pets,  drugs  or  smokers,  please.  Responsible  gay  male 
preferred.  First,  last,  security,  references.  $375  plus 
phone.  797-9761. _ (32) 

WHAT  ARE  YOU  WAITING  FORT!! 

2  prof  F’s  with  dog  &  house  seek  housemate  to  share 

k/b,  livrm,  dinrm,  basement,  washer/dryer,  Fireplace, 
yard,  offstreet  parking.  2nd  floor  yours.  Near  T  in  quiet 
neighborhood.  Furn/unfurn,  pets  considered,  shortterm 
poss.  Great  space,  fantastic  roomates  (of  course!)  $375 
(negot.)  Call  924-0374;  leave  message. _ (32) 

LF  or  BiF,  28  + ,  wanted  to  share  beautiful  apartment 
near  J.P.  w/BiF,  dog,  cat,  plants,  good  food,  books, 
w/d/d.  and  back  porch.  It’s  a  real  home!  No 
smoke/drugs/little  ale.  350+ ■  277-5835. _ (32) 

NOT  TOO  CLOSE  &  NOT  TOO  FAR 
Roommates  needed:  5  B.R.  waterfront  house  Quincy 
near  MBTA.  Share  big  yard  w/patio,  private  parking, 
boating,  sunny  deck-pier,  sunporch,  w/fireplace,  large 
kitchen,  w/d,  quiet  “dead  end”  street.  App.  $450.  mo. 
call  479-9361. _ _ (32) 

TRY  US,  YOU'LL  LIKE  US 

Beautiful  JP  apartment.  2LFs  seek  third.  Drug,  smoke, 
alcohol  free.  Yard,  w/d  wood  floors.  Call  for  details: 
Lisa  (discreet)  at  work  495-1574  or  home  522-2921. 

—  267+ _ (32) 

F,  27  seeks  2  quiet,  responsible,  non-homophobic,  non¬ 

heterophobic  people  to  form  warm,  friendly,  semi-veg 
semi-coop  in  3  bdrm,  Somerville  apt.  No  pets,  $250+  . 
Call  Anne  666-1267. _ (32) 

3  LF’s/bi  seek  1  LF  to  share  spacious  semi-coop  home. 

Have  1  cat,  no  smoke,  minimal  drugs  or  alcohol.  Porter 
Square,  $250+ ,  491-4005. _ (32) 

WATERTOWN 

Avail.  2/1,  2F  2M  sks  quiet  housemate  29+  for  6  bdrm 
hse,  lg  yd,  w/d,  no  additional  smkrs,  no  pets.  1  or  2  rms 
at  232.50/mo  ea.  +  util.  Call  7-9pm  wkdys.  1 1-4  wknds 
923-1367, _ (32) 

1GWF  28  and  cat  seek  mature,  responsible  GWF  with 
sense  of  humour  to  share  two  bdrm  apt  in  Everett.  Safe 
neighborhood,  close  to  Boston  and  MBTA.  Avail,  imm- 
ed.  Please  no  drugs  or  ETOH.  Call  Beth  389-1087  or 
GCN  Box  279. _ (33) 

Winchester:  Active  12-step  lesbian  and  cat  want  to  share 
large  pleasant  2BR  duplex.  Close  to  train,  93,  and  128. 

No  smoke/drugs.  400+  negotiable.  Kirsten  348-9736 

days  721-0485  eves. _ (32) 


HOUSING  WANTED 

LF  SEEKS  APT  IN  JAMAICA  PLAIN 

For  March  1st  or  ASAP.  Will  share  2-3  bedroom.  Also 
willing  to  look  with  other  female.  Call  Suzan  at  423-2273 
9-5. _ (32) 

SHARE  YOUR  HOME? 

LF,  60,  academic  seeks  no  smoke,  no  pets  home.  Near 
Brighton,  Watertown,  Cambridge.  Leave  messages 
787-3562  weekends  or  (401)  331-8735  during  week.  (32) 

APARTMENTS 

NORTH  DORCH 

Lg.  2nd  fl.  6  rm.  apt.  plus  sunny  heated  loft  space  on  3rd  exc. 
for  studio.  2  car  garage  nr  T.  $850  plus.  825-8326. _ (32) 

BROOKLINE  COOUDGE  CORNER 
2  Bedroom  2  bath  apt.  Hardwood  floors  DW/Disp.  Top  2 
floors  of  LF  owned  house.  4/1  $995  includes  heat/hot  water. 
Parking  available.  566-2558. _ (34) 

GOVT  CENTER  ROOMS 

Single  furnished  rooms  shared  bath,  one  person  per  room, 
must  have  landlord  and  work  references,  no  alcohol  allowed, 
close  to  Park  St.  “T”,  three  weeks  security  and  first  week’s 
rent  in  advance.  $90-$95  weekly.  Call  367-8937. 

10am-4pm. _ (32) 

MEETINGHOUSE  HI  a 

Large  1BR  with  liv,  din,  new  kitchen  and  bath.  $525/mo.  inc 
all  utilities.  265-5653. _  J31) 

VACATIONS 


GREENHOPE  FARM 

Vermont’s  perfect  Gay  Hide-Away.  Quiet,  secluded, 
peaceful.  Ski  from  our  door  or  downhill  at  nearby 
Stowe.  Reasonable  rates.  Call  Today!  (802)  533-7772. 


LADIES  GETAWAY  WEEK 

Plan  your  summer  vacation  NOW!!  Join  Womyn’s 
Connections  “Odyssey  Through  The  Lower  Carribean” 
cruise  from  San  Juan  Aug.  22-29,  1988!!  Beginning  at 
$949.00  including  airfare.  For  brochure: 
1-800-458-5826. _ (33) 

TROPICAL  ALTERNATIVE 

Puerto  Rico’s  gay  community  is  spending  this  winter  at 
Condado  Beach.  Studios  and  one  bedrooms  on  the 
beach.  A/C,  cable,  open  terrace.  Just  minutes  from 
clubs,  casinos,  and  restaurants.  Weekly,  monthly  rates, 
call  John  899-0388. _ (36) 

WINTER  WONDERLAND 

Come  ski  our  miles  of  X-country  trails,  then  unwind  in 
our  hot  tub.  Spacious,  fireplaced  common  areas  &  char¬ 
ming  guest  rooms  await  you.  Downhill  skiing  &  sleigh 
rides  nearby.  Mid-week  discounts!  The  Highlands  Inn, 
Box  1 18-G  Bethlehem,  NH  03574.  (603)  869-3978.  Grace 
and  Judi,  Innkeepers. 

•Ski  country’s  only  all-gay  inn- 

(36) 


PUBLICATIONS 


BISEXUALITY 

A  national  newsletter.  For  info  send  SASE  to:  P.O.  Box 
1174,  Visalia.  CA  93291. _ (34) 

HERBAL  TREATMENT  FOR  AIDS/ARC 
Research  compiled  by  medical  doctor.  Includes  Chinese 
calligraphy  and  instructions  for  ordering  and  using 
herbs.  Send  $3  to  Philip  F.  Lansky,  MD.  105  Chestnut 
Philadelphia  19107. _ (33) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

National  journal  of  woman-to-woman  S/M.  Diverse 
feminist  quarterly  of  S/M  fact,  fiction  and  photos. 
$ll/yr.  Single  issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info.  PO  Box  23,  Somerville  MA  02143.  (ex) 
WOMAN  OF  POWER:  “A  Magazine  of  Feminism, 
Spirituality,  and  Politics,”  an  inspiring  international 
quarterly  publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4  issues; 
singles  issues  $6  plus  $1  postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238,  telephone  (617)  625-7885,  (ex) 

ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertainment  magazine  for 
lesbians,  is  48  pages  of  erotic  Fiction,  features,  plus  time¬ 
ly  sexual  advice  and  news  colums.  We  are  quarterly,  na¬ 
tional,  unique  and  provacative.  $15/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916,  San  Francisco, 
CA  94142.  (ex) 

BLACK/OUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the  National  coalition 
of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays,  features  news,  Views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  Fiction  and  announcements  of  in¬ 
terest  to  the  national  Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  communi¬ 
ty.  Sample  copy,  $4,  1  yr.  subscription,  (4  issues)  $10. 
To:  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  P.O.  Box  2490,  Washington, 
DC  20013. _ (ex) 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism.  Quarterly  of  com¬ 
mentary,  analysis,  reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and 
for  women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are  still  political, 
but  not  necessarily  correct.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more 
if/less  if.  LesCon,  584  Castro,  #263G,  SF,  CA  941 14. 
_ (16--) 


ORGANIZATIONS 

MANIBOY  LOVE 

Intergenerational  Love  Support  Group.  World-wide 
news,  art,  opinions.  Application,  information  free, 
bulletin  $1.  NAMBLA.  PO  Box  1923  St.  Louis, 
Missouri  63118. _ (35) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call  (415)  431-1976  or 
write  BWMT,  suite  140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  941 14. 

BOSTON  ALLIANCE  OF  GAY  AND  LESBIAN  YOUTH 
Social  support  group  for  youth  22  and  under.  Wed. 
night  general  meeting  from  7:30-9pm.  New  persons 
meeting  at  6:00.  Women’s  meeting  at  6:45.  Call 
482-7858  for  info, _ (15.32) 

ARE  YOU  A  7  SISTER  COLL  ALUM1 
Interested  in  joining  a  new  network  of  seven  sister  les¬ 
bian  alumnae  for  fun  and  informal  social  activities?  If 
so,  call  Holly  at  964-0767.  Confidentiality  rigorously 
respected, _  (38) 

OLDER  LESBIAN  ENERGY 

Social  and  support  group  for  women  over  40.  P.O.  Box 
1214,  East  Arlington,  MA  02174. _ (15.48) 

DAUGHTERS  OF  BILITIS 

Support  organization  for  lesbians,  1151  Mass  Ave, 
Camb.  OCBC.  Raps  every  Tues,  Thurs  at  8:pm.  Special 
raps  for  35 +  ,  parents,  ynger  women,  baby  boomers, 
singles,  coming  out,  issues  forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly 
events,  outing  club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to  paticipate. _  (15.35) 

JEWISH  LESBIAN  DAUGHTERS 
OF  HOLOCAUST  SURVIVORS 

We  meet  for  support  &  networking  and  welcome  con¬ 
tact  from  other  Jewish  Lesbian  Daughters  of  Holocaust 
Survivors.  The  next  meeting  is  scheduled  for  April  22nd- 
24th,  in  upstate  New  Hampshire,  and  semi-annually 
thereafter.  A  partners  group  has  also  been  formed  for 
lesbian  women  who  are  in  relationship  with  JLDHS. 
Membership  is  not  dependent  on  both  partners.  For  in¬ 
formation,  write  Box  6194,  Boston,  MA  02114  or  call 
(617)  321-4254, _ (15.49) 

MOVERS 

POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

new  &  used  boxes  delivered 
packing  and  storing 

_ 522-0BI6 _ 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 

Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 

No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
_ MPDU  Number  23733 _ 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 

(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 


HOUSING  WANTED 

LF  29  in  search  of  someone  to  look  for  houising  in  West 
Suburbia  with,  or  a  place  in  a  small  existing  household. 
Pis.  call  Patti  at  653-3065,  lv.  message. _ (32) 


CHECK’ER  OUT 

AT  THE  CHECKER  INN 

Double  rooms,  coffee  by  Fireside,  parking.  Apartments 
also  available.  1  block  to  bay,  open  year’round. 
487-9029,  25  Winthrop  St.,  P’town,  MA  02657  130) 


Gay  Community  News  classifieds 


My  heading  is 


FLAMER! 

Max.  20  characters 

BOLD 

Max.  30  characters 


My  text  is:  (each  box  is  for  one  word) 


Need  more  room!  |ust  keep  writing  on  a  separate  sheet  of  paper  at  a  cost  of  25«  per  word  (35*  per  word  for  business  ads). 

Basic  cost 

□  Non-business:  $6  for  1st  25  words;  25c 
for  each  additional  word. 

□  Business:  $8  for  1st  25  words;  35<t  for 
each  additional  word. 

$ _ per  ad  x _ number  of  runs  $ 

Special  heading 

(  Flamer  ($3.00  \  . 

□  Bold  ($1.50  \ _ 


My  category  is: 

□  PERSONALS  □  ANNOUNCEMENTS  □  HELP  WANTED 

:  J  ROOMMATE  WANTED  □  HOUSING  WANTED 

;  1  APARTMENTS  f  J  SUMMER  RENTALS  □  RESORTS 

FOR  SALE  □  PUBLICATIONS  □  ORGANIZATIONS 

□  SERVICES  GRIDES  [J  MOVERS  □  OTHER 


_ number  of  runs)  $_ 

.  number  of  runs)  $  _ 

Total  cost  before  discounts  (add)  $ _ 

Discounts 

□  10-20  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  10%  $_ 

□  21-30  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  15%  $_ 

□  31  +  consecutive  weeks.  Deduct  20%  $ _ 

D  I’m  going  to  subscribe  now .  Deduct  $2  $  _ 

Subtotal  $  _ 

Box  service 

□  Pick-up  box.  $4  for  6  weeks  $_ 

□  Forwarding  box .  $6  for  6  weeks  $ _ 

Subscriptions 

□  I  want  to  subscribe!  $ _ 

US:  $33;  Canada:  $45.  Institutional  rate:  $40. 

Display  Boxed  Classifieds 

□$15  per  column  inch 
_ inches  x  $15  $_ 


•Deadline:  Tuesday  12  noon  for  each 
Friday's  edition. 

•All  ads  must  be  prepaid. 

•No  ads  accepted  over  telephone. 
•Clip  and  return  this  form  to: 
GCN  Classifieds 
42  Berkeley  St 
Boston.  MA  02116 


Name 

Address  _ 

City  _ 

State _ 


Zip 


Phone  (_ 


Total  $ 


GUARDIAN:lndependent  radical  newsweekly.  Covers 
Gay,  women  and  minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4  issues  FREE.  Write 
Guardian.  Dept  GCN,  33W  17th  St.  NY,  NY.IOOI  I. _ (ex) 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist  journalism.  We 
bring  feminist  national/international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11  issues.  ($15  for  con¬ 
tributing  subs)  $20  institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  our  backs’  Dept  GCN,  1841  Columbia 
Rd.  NW,  Room  212  Washington,  DC  20009.  (ex) 


MA  DPU#25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 
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Seeking 

Friends 


TO  ALL  THOSE,  IN  &  OUT  OF  PRISON, 
WHO  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE. 
Alexander  Berkman.  Prison  Memau*  of  an  Anarchist 


JOSE  CASTRO  (Mariel  Cuban)  has  been  ‘mov¬ 
ed’  (without  his  possessions-address  book!)  to 
this  address,  for  those  who  may  be  expecting  a 
letter:  Jose  Castro,  00858-131,  808  Union  St, 
Metro.  Corr.  Ctr,  San  Diego,  CA  92101. 


Mass,  prisoner  (Norfolk) 

I  haven’t  asked  for  your  paper  before  because  I 
didn’t  want  the  DOC  [Dept  of  Corrects.]  know¬ 
ing  about  my  lifestyle,  but  I’m  sick  and  tired  of 
staying  in  the  closet.  The  mentality  here  is  that 
we  gay  men  all  want  to  be  women  and  wear 
dresses.  It’s  time  for  gay  men  and  women  to 
stand  up  and  be  ourselves!  I  would  like  to  cor¬ 
respond  with  other  gays  out  there.  I’m  in¬ 
telligent,  outgoing,  and  39.  Thank  you,  Ronald 
GUEST,  PO  Box  43,  Norfolk,  MA  02056. 

I  am  interested  in  the  transsexual  life,  with  or 

without  a  dogy  hanging  between  their  pritty 
legs.  Please  send  info  on  the  things  they  go 
through,  where  they  hang  out,  etc  etc.  I’m  a 
fern  GM,  27,  gay  activist,  easy  to  please,  look¬ 
ing  for  a  nice  man  to  write  on  the  outside.  Joey 
Lynn  JESSAMINE,  370279,  Rt  1  Box  150,  Ten- 
nessee  Colony  TX  75861. 

Gay  male,  27,  looking  to  write  someone  very 
sincere  for  lasting  friendship  (or  romance).  I  am 
very  lonely.  Tim  MANUS,  85A  8326,  Box  500, 
Elmira  NY  14902.  


HEY  THERE  POETS  &  ARTISTS!! 

(1  include  those  of  you  too  modest  or  un- 
confident  to  call  yourselves  ‘artist’  or  ’poet’! 
OK,  how  about  scribblers  and  doodlers?)  GCN 
can  always  use  a  fresh  supply  of  your  drawings, 
poems,  and  whatever  else  gets  out  your  feeling. 
We  do  a  big  poetry  spread  once  a  year  and  we 
ALWAYS  need  drawings  (black  &  white, 
about  as  wide  as  one  of  these  colums).  You  can 
think  of  them  as  your  gift  to  us  in  return  for 
our  gift  to  you  of  this  paper.  Don’t  worry  if 
they're  not  ‘professional’.  We’re  looking  for 
inspiration,  not  technique. 

- “5 


From  $18  /  hr. 

MAXI-VANS 

CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 
HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 
24  HOUR  DELIVERY 
LIC.  and  INS. 

236-1848 


Black  female,  32,  enjoys  reading,  writing, 


swimming  and  experiencing.  Would  like  pen¬ 
pal.  Tanya  BEASLEY,  W26745,  Box  1800, 
Norco,  CA  91760. 


Cute,  spoiled,  Black  and  sexy  (and  love  to  be 
pampered!).  Correspondence  desired.  Karen 
KINCAID,  23845,  Box  7007,  Carson  City  NV 
89702. 


WOMEN  &  AIDS 
Making  It,  A  Woman's  Guide  to  Sex  in  the  Age 
of  AIDS  (in  both  Spanish  and  English!)  is 
available  to  women  in  prison/institutions  for 
FREE  by  writing:  Firebrand  Books,  141  The 
Comptons,  Ithaca,  NY  14850. 

Thank  you  for  sending  me  your  paper!  1  would 
like  to  let  your  readers  know  about  the  racial 
discrimination  and  prejudicial  partiality  of  the 
officials  here.  They  have  separated  my  (Black) 
lover  and  me  completely.  I  hope  there  is  so¬ 
meone  out  there  who  can  help  us  get  back 
together.  Please  write.  William  GILBERT, 
75442-011,  3901  Klein  Blvd,  Lompoc  CA 
93436. 


Gay  male  looking  for  a  love  that  is  fun,  roman¬ 
tic,  and  supportive.  I  enjoy  sucking,  fucking 
etc.  Ricky  COULBOURN,  Box  316-801320,  Ft 
Madison  1A  52627.  _ _ 


©©©©©©©©©©©©e 

1  received  my  paper  (finally!)  THANK  YOU! 
Keep  them  coming,  please.  If  you  know  of  a 
she-male  that  might  write  me,  send  her  my  way. 
Arthur  JACKSON,  192-799,  Box  57,  Marion 
OH  43302. 


My  interests  are  sports,  books,  postcards  and 
writing.  1  would  like  to  hear  from  gays,  bis, 
TVs,  TSs,  and  lesbians,  inside  and  out. 
Desperate  in  Texas,  Larry  AIRINGTON, 
379370,  Rt  2  Box  20,  Midway  TX  75852 


I’m  looking  for  a  gay  penpal.  I’m  Black,  from 
Midland,  Michigan.  If  you  can  connect  me  with 
someone,  it  will  be  greatly  appreciated!  Andre 
COLEMAN,  173324,  1576  W  Bluewater  Hwy, 
Ionia  MI  48846. 


I  have  been  since  4Vi  very  shy,  meticulously 
clean,  affectionate,  submissive,  petite,  delicate¬ 
ly  small  boned,  and  misunderstood.  I  am  a 
male-to-female  pre-op  transsexual,  a  seriously 
for  real  person.  My  only  precious  loves  have 
been  lesbians  with  much  wisdom.  I  am  entomb¬ 
ed  in  a  despicable  male  prison,  forced  to  hide 
my  emotions  and  true  identity.  Please,  so¬ 
meone,  care,  ...  let  me  care!  Mario  LaTESSA, 
083026,  Box  747  (M-3-N-19),  Starke  FL  32091 


I  am  in  need  of  someone  that  can  understand 
me  and  give  me  moral  support  and  compassion. 
I  have  a  lot  of  feelings!  Is  there  anyone  out 
there  that  cares?  Eugene  KNIGHT,  186-225, 
Box  56,  Lebanon  OH  45036 


27  SATURDAY  TO 
20  SUNDAY 

Now  Playing  □  Superstar  Divine  takes 
on  the  Sixties,  a  big  hair-do  and  a 
bigger  budget  in  the  new  John  Waters 
film  “Hairspray.”  In  wide  release  and 
at  the  Nickelodeon,  Boston. 


27  Saturday 

Dorchester  □  Dance  Umbrella  presents  a  performance 
by  “Urban  Bush  Women.”  Strand  Theater.  543  Col¬ 
umbia  Rd.  8pm.  512.  Info:  720-3434. 

Boston  □  Triangle  Theater  Company  presents 
"The  Children's  Hour,"  by  Lillian  Heilman.  Thursdays 
through  Saturdays,  through  March  19.  Paramount  Pen¬ 
thouse  Theater,  58  Berkeley  St.  8pm.  $12.50.  Info: 
426-3550. 

Boston  □  Living  With  AIDS  Theatre  Project 

presents  a  workshop  to  collect  the  experiences  and 
stories  of  those  connected  in  any  way  with  the  AIDS 
crisis  every  Saturday.  The  goal  is  to  create  a  theater 
music  piece  based  on  the  workshop  material.  No  perfor¬ 
mance  experience  necessary.  Club  Cabaret,  209  Colum¬ 
bus  Ave.  10:30am. 

Jamaica  Plain  □  Red  Shades  presents  a  Leap  Year 
Dance  Party  to  benefit  COMADRES.  24  Kingsboro 
Park  (off  Centre  St.  near  JP  Licks).  9pm-lam.  $4  dona¬ 
tion. 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  couples  discuss  “Not  All 
Parents  Are  Straight.”  DOB,  Old  Camb.  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  $1.  Info:  661-3633. 

Dorchester  □  Mardi  Gras  Party  at  Kevin  and  Will’s. 
8pm.  $5  suggested  donation.  Info:  282-2962  or  282-7822. 

Newton  □  Seven  Sister  College  Lesbian  Alumnae 
Network  is  holding  its  second  monthly  social  gathering. 
All  Seven  Sister  alums  welcome.  7:30pm.  $5.  Info: 
964-0767. 

28  Sunday 

Boston  □  Arline  Isaacson  speaks  on  "The  Gay  Civil 
Rights  Bill:  What  Happened!  —  What  Needs  to 
Happen!"  Community  Church  of  Boston,  565  Boylston 
St.  Service  begins  I  lam. 

Boston  □  “Wild  Women  Confront  Fish."  DOB- 
sponsored  visit  to  Aquarium.  Info:  Sarah,  536-0752. 

Worcester  □  Worcester  County  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Alliance  second  meeting.  Discuss  structure,  statement  of 
purpose,  and  agenda.  All  are  welcome.  United 
Congregational-UCC,  6  Institute  Rd.  6:30pm.  Info: 
365-6108  or  875-8766  (V/TDD). 

Boston  □  Rock  Against  Sexism’s  monthly  Disc 
Party/‘T-Dance'  in  celebration  of  International 
Women's  Day  (coming  3/8).  1270  Club,  1270  Boylston 
St.  6- 1 0pm.  $2;  $1  before  7pm. 

Boston  □  “Boston’s  Other  Voice.”  Kostas,  a  young 
Greek  man,  talks  about  the  difference  between  gay  life  in 
Greece  and  gay  life  in  the  U.S.  WROR  98.5FM.  12:30am 
(Monday  morning). 

29  Monday 

Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap  on  "How.  When.  & 
Where  Lesbians  Play."  The  Women's  Center.  46  Plea¬ 
sant  St.  8-IOprn.  Free.  Info:  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 


March  I  Tuesday 

Cambridge  □  DOB  Forum  presents  "Creative 
Home-Buying  for  Lesbians.”  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  $1.  Info:  661-3633. 

Roxbury  □  The  First  Church  and  Women  for  Economic 
justice  present  a  workshop  on  “Your  Money,  Banks, 
and  Taxes.”  Part  of  "Underside  of  the  ‘Economic 
Miracle’  in  Massachusetts"  series.  First  Church,  John 
Elliot  Sq.  7-9pm.  Info:  445-8393. 

Boston  □  The  Massachusetts  Lesbian  and  Gay  Bar 
Association  Quarterly  Meeting,  entitled  “Lesbian  and 
Gay  Rights  Legislation:  Strategies  for  1988  and 
Beyond."  Moderated  by  Kevin  Cathcart  of  GLAD.  Cabot 
Auditorium,  3  Joy  St.  6:30pm;  social  hour  5:30-6:30pm. 
Info:  266-0760. 

Cambridge  □  Former  Nun  Lesbian  Support 
Group.  The  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7pm. 
Free.  Info:  354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Boston  □  Gay  Fathers  of  Greater  Boston  general 
meeting:  "Coming  Out  to  Your  Kids,”  with  guest 
speaker  TBA.  6  Hamilton  PL,  3rd  floor.  8pm.  Info: 
742-7897. 

2  Wednesday 

Cambridge  □  Focus  Counseling  and  Consultation,  Inc. 
presents  "The  Fatherhood  Project:  One  Response  to 
the  Changing  Roles  of  Men  and  Women."  With  speaker 
Ron  Levant,  President  of  the  Massachusetts  Psychological 
Ass’n.  Harvard  University  Gutman  Conference  Center, 
comer  Brattle  St.  and  Appian  Way.  8-9:30pm.  510.  Info: 
876-4488. 

Boston  □  Boston  NOW  Open  House  and  Issues 
Forum.  Forum  topic  will  be  on  strategies  for  passage  of 
the  Mass.  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil  Rights  Bill.  Speaker  TBA. 
971  Commonwealth  Ave.  8pm.  Info:  782-1056. 

Cambridge  □  Marge  Piercy  discusses  her  latest 
works:  poetry,  a  novel,  and  a  new  anthology  of  women 
poets  of  diverse  backgrounds.  On  “Say  it,  Sister!" 
WMBR  88.1-FM.  7-8pm. 

3  Thursday 

Boston  D  GCN’s  production  night  All  welcome. 
Proofreading  before  6PM.  Paste-up:  after  7PM.  62 
Berkeley  St.,  near  Arlington  &  Back  Bay  T-stops.  GCN: 
426-4469. 

West  Newton  □  Workshop  on  Adult  Children  of 
Alcoholics  to  be  held  four  Thursdays  beginning  3/3.  Se¬ 
cond  Church,  60  Highland  St.  8-9pm.  $60  for  four  ses¬ 
sions:  $30  for  full-time  students  and  senior  citizens.  Info: 
332-3856. 

Boston  □  Labor  celebrates  International  Women’s  Day 
with  a  performance  by  Lifeline.  DC’s  labor/feminist 
rock  band.  Wheelchair  accessible.  UMass/Boston 
Downtown  Campus,  1st  floor  student  lounge,  100  Arl¬ 
ington  St.  Doors  open  at  7:30pm  (2  45-minute  sets). 
Free.  Info:  956-1097. 

Boston  □  Boston  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Planning 
Committee  meets  every  Thursday.  Rm.  801.  Boston 
City  Hall,  Congress  St.  entrance.  7pm.  Info:  267-2113. 


Cambridge  □  Discussion  group  for  Non-offending 
male  sexual  abuse  victims  meets  first  Thursday  of 
every  month.  Conference  Rm.,  Cambridge  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  859  Mass.  Ave.  8:30- 1 Opm.  Free.  Info: 
498-9881. 

Cambridge  □  DOB  Women  of  Color  Concerns. 

"Interracial  Couples."  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church, 
1151  Mass.  Ave.  8pm.  $1.  Info:  661-3633. 

Worcester  □  Poetry  reading  by  Chris  Gilbert  and 
Esther  Heggie.  Noh  Place  Artists  Co-op,  1 1 7  Lowell  St. 
7:30pm.  Donation.  Info:  757-7679. 

4  Friday 

Boston  □  GCN  mailing.  Come  help  stuff  the  paper 
and  meet  new  friends.  5pm  to  I  Opm.  Near  Arlington  and 
Back  Bay  T-stops.  Info:  GCN,  426-4469. 

Worcester  □  AIDS  Project  —  Worcester  support 
group  meets  every  Friday  night  for  HIV  positive, 
PWA’s,  PWARC’s,  lovers,  friends,  and  the  worried  well. 
Open  to  all  lesbians  and  gay  men  regardless  of  HIV 
status.  51  Jackson  St.  7-9pm.  Info:  Dana,  755-3773. 

Cambridge  □  DOB  Lesbians  $0  plus  or  minus 

meet.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
8pm.  $1.  Info:  661-3633. 

Boston  □  Rescheduled  Valentine’s  Dance  hosted  by 
Gay  Professional  Women.  Women-only  event.  Cash  bar, 
dancing,  food,  Dj.  YWCA,  140  Clarendon  St.  8pm-2am. 
Guests  $5.  Info:  585-6051. 

5  Saturday 

Boston  □  The  Jazz  Gallery  —  "Women  In  Jazz”  in 
celebration  of  International  Women’s  Day.  WGBH 
89.7FM.  2am. 

Quincy  □  Asian  Lesbians  Discussion  Rap  Meeting 

Sponsored  by  Boston  Asian  Gay  Men  and  Lesbians 
(BAGMAL).  Meeting  for  Asian  lesbians  only.  176  Presi¬ 
dent  St.  I  pm.  Info:  Jennifer,  472-8391. 

Dorchester  □  Eleventh  annual  Dorchester  Interna¬ 
tional  Women’s  Day  Celebration.  Theme:  "Women 
—  Something  Inside  So  Strong”  with  workshops, 
speakers,  skits,  food,  music,  art,  and  more.  Grover 
Cleveland  5chool,  1 1  Charles  St.  9:30am-4pm. 

Salem  □  Help  for  Abused  Women  and  their  Children 
(HAWC)  presents  Girl’s  Night  Out  reunion  concert 
with  guest  Patty  Larkin  in  a  benefit  performance.  ASL  in¬ 
terpreted,  wheelchair  accessible,  childcare  available. 
Salem  State  College  Theater,  352  Lafayette  St.  Doors 
open  at  7pm.  $10  in  advance,  $12  at  door.  Info: 
744-8552. 

6  Sunday 

Cambridge  □  Libana.  a  13-woman  performing  ensem¬ 
ble,  presents  "An  Afternoon  of  Singing  for  Women's 
Voices"  in  celebration  of  International  Women's  Day. 
Audience  participation  in  rounds,  chants,  and  songs  of 
many  cultures.  Childcare  provided.  Old  Cambridge  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  3pm.  $5  donation.  Info: 
395-1920  or  (401)861-3041.. 


Cambridge  □  Lesbian  Rap  on  "Dating."  The 
Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  8-IOpm.  Free.  Info: 
354-8807  (TTY/voice). 

Boston  I  ]  Boston’s  Other  Voice  special  guest  Allen 
Collier,  producer  of  "Rhythms  of  Hope:  Boston  Dancers 
United  Against  AIDS,"  a  fundraiser  for  the  AIDS  Action 
Committee.  WROR  98.5FM.  12:30am  (Monday 

morning). 

9  Wednesday 

Boston  □  Gay  Community  Networking  Breakfast. 

Nan  Donald,  editor  of  Bay  Windows  and  Elizabeth  Pin- 
cus  and  Chris  Bull,  reporters  from  Gay  Community 
News  will  speak  about  the  role  of  their  papers  in  the 
community.  Club  Cafe,  209  Columbus  Ave.  8am.  Free. 

20  Sunday 

Cambridge  □  Second  Annual  Multi-Cultural 
Les/Gay  Cabaret  to  Benefit  Gay  Community 
News!  Music,  comedy,  poetry,  magic,  mime  and  dance 
with  The  Girlillas,  Jim  Vetter,  Jewelle  Gomez,  Jeffry  Pike, 
Stephen  Pelton  and  a  special  performance  of  "Poly 
Esther  (A  creative  twist  on  the  story  of  Purim)"  by  Abe 
Rybeck.  Emcees:  Urvashi  Vaid  and  Abe  Rybeck.  7:30pm, 
Paine  Hall,  Harvard  (behind  Science  Center).  $25  con¬ 
tributing,  $10  regular,  $5  low  income  (through  GCN  on¬ 
ly).  Some  free  tickets  available  for  PWAs.  ASL- 
interpreted,  wheelchair  accessible.  Childcare  or  other  in¬ 
fo  call  GCN  at  426-4469. 

BLACK  HISTORY 
MONTH  CALENDAR 

27  Saturday 

Boston  □  "The  Joy  of  Jazz,”  a  Black  History  Month 
Celebration.  The  African  Meeting  House,  46  Joy  St.  8pm. 
Info:  742-1854. 

Chestnut  Hill  □  Chestnut  Hill  Mall  presents  Pamela 
Wood  Ambush  singing  songs  by  Afro-American  com¬ 
posers.  199  Boylston  St.  2-3:30pm.  Info:  965-3037 

28  Sunday 

Cambridge  □  Sidney  Poitier  and  John  Cassavetes  in 
"Edge  of  the  City."  Brattle  Theatre,  40  Brattle  St. 
2:15pm,  6pm,  9:50pm.  Info:  876-6837. 

29  Monday 

Boston  □  Cle  Douglass  Dance  Troup:  Afro- 
American  and  Caribbean  Dance.  Lipke  Auditorium, 
Science  Building,  UMass/Boston  Harbor  Campus.  6pm. 
Free.  Info:  929-7420  or  929-8260. 

CALENDAR  COMPILED  BY 
TODD  HOLLISTER 
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Hello,  Oprah? 


Dykes  crash  daytime  TV  — 
and  Ms.  Winfrey’s  still  confused 

By  Liz  Galst 


Oprah:  “Caller,  would  you  please  turn  down  your  television!” 


Since  I’ve  been  home  sick,  I’ve  been 
watching  a  lot  of  television.  You  may 
not  know  this,  but  daytime  TV  was  real¬ 
ly  designed  for  people  with  the  flu  because, 
of  all  possible  human  activity,  it  demands 
the  least  energy.  This  allows  you  to 
recuperate  real  fast  and  resume  your  life  as  a 
productive  member  of  American  society. 

The  other  thing  daytime  TV  was  designed 
for  is  selling  soap.  Thus,  the  soap  opera. 

Tuesday  afternoon  I  was  watching 
WWJ  one  called  Santa  Barbara. 
"  w  Unbeknownst  to  him,  this  white 
. -x  .  gUy  ha(j  some  kind  of  electronic 
transmitting  device  surgically  implanted  in 
his  neck.  He  was  being  tracked  through  a 
hospital  by  two  white  thugs  who  answered 
to  the  only  Black  man  on  the  entire  pro¬ 
gram.  Just  as  I  was  thinking  “this  is  the 
stupidest  thingi’ve  ever  seen,”  the  first  man 
and  some  blonde  nurse  took  a  dive  down  a 
hospital  laundry  chute.  The  program  did 
not  speak  to  my  everyday  life.  Still,  I  did  get 
a  few  new  ideas  about  combatting  the  mold 
which  plagues  my  shower  tile. 

As  I  was  switching  the  channel  over,  who 
should  appear  but  Oprah  Winfrey,  doing  a 
commercial  for  her  talk  show.  Even  though 
I’ve  never  seen  her  show,  I  decided  I’d 
watch  it  over  Phil  Donahue  any  day.  Per¬ 
sonally,  I  find  the  way  he  gleefully  thrusts 
that  microphone  into  women’s  faces  a  little 
distasteful.  Also,  I  liked  her  in  The  Color 
Purple ,  I  thought  she  showed  spunk. 
Alright,  so  here’s  Oprah  and  she  quips, 
“Married  and  single  women  who’ve  become 
lesbians,  at  4:00.”  I  thought  my  prayers  had 
been  answered. 

Four  o’clock  came  on  Feb.  9  and  I  had  my 
sister’s  five-inch  TV  propped  up  on  a  chair 
by  the  side  of  my  bed.  As  I  was  fiddling  with 
the  antennae  and  the  contrast  knob,  I  in¬ 
dulged  my  active  fantasy  life.  I  was  hoping 
to  see  flashed  across  the  screen  the  face  of  an 
old  friend,  or  perhaps  my  ninth  grade 
English  teacher,  who  everybody  thought 
was  as  queer  as  a  three  dollar  bill.  Then  I 
thought  Oprah  might  stumble  over  the  word 
“lesbian”  and  one  of  the  panelists  could  say 
to  her,  “that’s  alright  Oprah,  you  can  call 
me  a  dyke.” 

So  Oprah  gets  on  and  the  first  three 
women  she  has  up  there  have  all  come  out 
within  the  last  18  months.  Sara,  Pat  and 


Maria.  Sara  and  Pat  are  both  white  and  in 
their  mid-  to  late-40’s.  Both  have  kids  and 
have  been  married  and  divorced.  Maria  is 
probably  in  her  early-30’s.  She’s  left  an 
abusive  husband,  has  a  kid,  and  she’s 
Latina.  Each  tells  her  coming  out  story.  Pat 
says  she  got  off  her  motorcycle  to  go  see 
Desert  Hearts  thinking  she  was  “straight  as 
a  stick,”  only  to  discover  the  opposite. 
Maria  described  how  she  used  to  look  at  “all 
the  naked  women  in  Vogue  magazine  when 
she  was  10  years  old.  “It  did  something  in 
my  heart,”  she  said,  “it  was  very  pleasant. ” 
Sara  even  said  “I  am  a  lesbian,  I  am  a 
dyke,”  just  as  the  camera  panned  over  to  so¬ 
meone  who  looked  just  like  my  friend  Anne, 
though  it’s  hard  to  tell  on  that  little  TV 
screen. 


None  of  this  was  the  kind  of  “Smash  the 
patriarchy,  Smash  the  state”  stuff  it  could 
have  been,  but  a  lot  of  the  studio  audience 
(except  for  the  dykes,  that  is)  looked  visibly 
uncomfortable  and  squirmed  in  their  seats. 
Oprah  herself  made  a  few  comments  just  to 
let  everyone  know  that  this  lesbianism  stuff 
was  not  in  the  realm  of  her  personal  ex¬ 
perience.  Then,  right  before  the  commercial 
break,  she  said,  “When  we  come  back  we’ll 
meet  three  lesbians  who  dislike  men.  They 
claim  men  are  inferior  to  women,  and  think 
the  world  would  be  a  better  place  without 
them.” 

Back  from  the  Crisco  Oil  and  Doublemint 
Gum  commercials,  Oprah  read  a  few  in¬ 
flammatory  statements  which  represented 
separatists  as  women  consumed  by  their 


hatred  of  men,  and  then  introduced  the 
panelists.  She  described  Carol  Jean  as  so¬ 
meone  who  felt  women  shouldn’t  raise  male 
children  because  we  would  be  raising  our 
own  oppressors.  About  Ann,  Oprah  said 
she  lived  on  women’s  land  in  Arkansas.  The 
last  panelist  was  the  director  of  something  (I 
wasn’t  sure  what)  at  the  L.A.  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Community  Service  Center  and  I  think 
her  name  is  Yolanda,  although  I  didn’t  quite 
catch  it. 

This  section  of  the  show  really  pissed  me 
off.  First  of  all,  underneath  their  names  on 
the  screen  was  a  label  stating  “Lesbian  who 
dislikes  men.”  I’m  not  a  separatist,  but  I 
don’t  like  seeing  seps  misrepresented  like 
that.  If  you’re  going  to  have  people  on  your 
program,  treat  them  right,  okay?  Also, 
these  three  women  were  all  white  and  in  their 
thirties.  One  thing  Oprah  does  for  daytime  TV 
chat  shows  is  to  take  Black  people  seriously. 
Why  represent  the  lesbian  community 
without  Black  women?  Don’t  tell  me  in  this 
whole  country  she  couldn’t  find  one  Black 
dyke  interested  in  appearing  on  her  show! 
Frankly,  Oprah  and  her  producers  are  well 
aware  of  the  drawing  power  of  extremes, 
whether  they  are  devil  worshippers, 
skinheads  or  white  lesbian  separatists.  The 
more  her  guests’ lives  are  connected  to  the 
“mainstream,”  the  more  Oprah’s  ratings 
drop.  So  don’t  expect  to  see  the  gym  teach¬ 
ers  whose  best  friends  are  men,  the  art  dykes 
who  work  in  mixed  performance  art  groups, 
the  factory  workers,  and  the  welfare 
mothers  with  sons  on  Oprah’s  program. 

Actually,  the  seps  did  a  good  job  defen¬ 
ding  their  way  of  life,  which  Oprah  and  the 
audience  consistently  attacked  as  man- 
hating.  At  one  point  the  woman  from  L.A. 
said  to  Oprah  “Would  you  define  a  polit¬ 
icized  person  of  color  by  their  failure  to 
identify  with  mainstream  culture?”  I  think 
this  point  went  over  the  heads  of  much  of 
the  studio  and  at  home  audience  but  Oprah 
Winfrey  knew  exactly  what  this  woman  was 
talking  about  and  signaled  for  a  commercial 
break. 

When  the  show  came  back  on,  Oprah  in¬ 
troduced  Joanne  Loulan,  the  author  of  Les¬ 
bian  Sex  and  Lesbian  Passion .  Though  she’s 
known  in  our  commmunity  primarily  as  a 
sex  therapist,  Oprah  described  Loulan  simp- 
Continued  on  page  10 


Music,  comedy, 
poetry,  magic, 
mime,  dance, 

&  a  special 
performance  of 
Poly  Esther 
(A  creative  twist 
on  the  story  of  Purim) 

by  Abe  Rybeck 


2nd  Annual 
Multi-Cultural 

LES/GAY 

CABARET! 


The  Girlillas 
Jim  Vetter 
Jewelle  Gomez 
Jeffry  Pike 
Stephen  Pelton 

Emcees:  Urvashi  Vaid, 
Abe  Rybeck  of 
United  Fruit  Company 


To  Benefit  Gay  Community  News 

Sunday,  March  20 


7:30  p.m.,  Paine  Hall, 

Harvard  (behind  Science  Center) 

Prices:  $25  contributing, 

$10  regular,  $5  low  income  (through 

GCN  only)  Some  free  tickets  available  for  PWAs. 

ASL  interpreted  for  the  hearing  impaired. 

Wheelchair  accessible.  For  childcare 

or  other  information  call  GCN  at  426-4469. 


Advance  tickets  may  be 
purchased  at:  New  Words  Bookstore, 
Bodyworks  Gym,  Mobilization  for  Survival 
(Cambridge)  •  Arborway  Video  &  Sound 
(Jamaica  Plain)  •  Glad  Day  Bookshop 
(Back  Bay)  *  or  the  GCN  office  (South  End). 
Tickets  are  also  available  by  mail  from:  GCN 
Tickets,  62  Berkeley  Street,  Boston,  MA  02116. 


